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EPIDEMIOLOGY AND OUTCOMES FROM AKI 

 

1 

Clinical Profile & Outcomes Of AKI Cases At A Tertiary Care Centre In,Hyderabad, Telangana, India 

MAHESH KOTA1, RAJASEKARA CHAKRAVARTHI M1, VIJAY VARMA P1 

1YASHODA HOSPITAL 

 
Objectives: 
To study demographics, comorbids, causes of AKI, renal replacement therapy offered ,duration of ICU stay and hospital 
stay for the first two hundred AKI cases admitted at Yashoda hospitals ,Hitech city, Hyderabad, Telangana. 
 
Materials and methods: 
In this prospective observational study,first two hundred patients with AKI admitted to Yashoda hospital,Hitech 
city,Hyderabad were studied with a detailed clinical history ,physical and laboratory evaluation. 
 
Results: 
Of the first two hundred patients with AKI,126 of them were males,74 were females, mean age of the patients in the 
study was 60.52 years,mean ICU stay was 3.69 days and mean duration of hospital stay was 5.87days. Among the 
patients with AKI ,hypertension was the common comorbid condition seen in 150 members, followed by diabetes 
mellitus seen in 106 members.Coming to the causes of AKI in the study group,multiple factors as a cause of AKI was 
seen in 34 members and 166 members has a single responsible factor as a cause of AKI.In patients with multifactorial 
AKI,CRS+CIAKI was common cause in seen in 18 members. Out of 166 members where single factor was the cause of 
AKI ,urosepsis was the common cause seen in 20 members followed LRTI which was seen in 20 members.Out of 
hundred patients with AKI ,DIRI was seen in 24 members ,among which diuretic was the common cause seen in 10 
members,followed by CIAKI seen in 6 members.Among 200 patients with AKI ,RRT of any modality was offered in 50 
members,among HD was done in 32 patients,HDF was done in 10 members,SLED was done in 4 members and CRRT-
CVVVHDF was done in 4 members.Among the four patients who was subjected to CRRT ,two patients had complete 
recovery of renal function and two patients expired. 
 
Conclusions: 
 
Sepsis of any etiology was the most common cause of AKI in the study group. 
 
RRT of any modality was offered in almost quarter patients in the study group. 
 
Need for RRT,higher grade of AKI,poor hemodynamics and delayed initiation of RRT in needy patients was assosiated 
with very poor outcomes. 
 
Drug induced renal injury which was seen in 24 members in the study group are the cohort of patients where it can be 
avoided with proper awareness among treating doctors. 
 
As a single episode of AKI can decrease residual renal function and predispose to CKD,in a developing nation like India 
with less percapita income,lot of awareness has to be created among doctors at gross root level to prevent AKI further 
progression to CKD. 

Figure on following page 
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2 

SGLT2i during AKI and its association with major adverse kidney events 

Jonathan S Chavez Iniguez1, Luz Alcantar-Vallin1, Ramon Medina-Gonzalez1, Guillermo Navarro-Blackaller1, 
Alejandro Martinez-Gallardo Gonzalez1, Miguel Perez-Venegas1, Edgar J Carmona-Morales1 

1Hospital Civil de Guadalajara 

 
Background: The association between administration of sodium glucose type 2 inhibitors (SGLT2i) during acute kidney 
injury (AKI) and the incidence of major adverse kidney events (MAKE) is not known. 
 
Methods: In this retrospective cohort study, included patients who had AKI and received SGLT2i during the 
hospitalization, then compared versus those without. Analyzed the association between AKI and SGLT2i use with the 
outcomes as MAKE at 10, 30-90 days, each of the MAKE components and prespecified patients subgroups. 
 
Results: From 2021 to 2023, 374 patients were included, 316 without SGLT2i and 58 with. Baseline characteristics 
differ markedly between groups, patients with SGLT2i, compared to those without, were older, higher proportion of 
history pf diabetes, hypertension, chronic heart failure and chronic kidney disease, required less often hemodialysis, 
presented AKI stage 3 less frequently. A logistic regression analysis nearest-neighbor matching showed that SGLT2i 
use was not associated with the risk of MAKE10, OR 1.08 (0.45 - 2.56), neither with MAKE30-90 OR 0.76 (0.42 - 
1.36). For death, the stepwise approach demonstrated SGLT2i associated with reducing risk, OR 0.08 (0.01 - 0.64), and 
no effect was found to kidney replacement therapy (KRT). Subgroups of patients associated with reduction in the risk of 
MAKE with AKI and SGLT2I use, were those older than 61 years, with eGFR >81, and those without history of 
hypertension or DM (p= <0.05 for all). 
 
Conclusion: The use of SGLT2i during AKI had no effect on MAKE in the short and medium term but may be some 
subgroups of patients that could have benefit. 
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Decrease in platelets in patients with AKI and its association with major adverse kidney events 

Jonathan S Chavez Iniguez1, Luz Alcantar-Vallin1, Guillermo Navarrro-Blackaller1, Ramon Medina-González1, 
Alejando Martinez-Gallardo Gonzalez1, Juan A Gómez-Fregoso1, Gonzalo Rodríguez-García1 

1Hospital Civil de Guadalajara 

 
Introduction: The reduction in platelets in critically ill patients is a marker of severity. It is unknown whether this 
association holds in acute kidney injury (AKI). We analyze the association between platelet reduction in patients with 
AKI and its relationship with the major adverse kidney events (MAKE). 
 
Methods: In this retrospective cohort, we included AKI patients at the Hospital Civil of Guadalajara. Divided them by 
whether their platelet count fell >21% during the first 10 days. Our objectives were to analyze the association between 
platelet reduction >21% and MAKE at 10 days (MAKE10), at 30-90 days (MAKE30-90) and death. 
 
Results: From 2017 to 2023, 400 AKI patients were included, 134 had a reduction in platelets >21%. The mean age was 
54 years, 60% were male and 44% had sepsis. The mean baseline platelet count was 194×103 cel/µL, and KDIGO3 was 
met in 65%. Those with hemodialysis (HD) had lower platelet counts. After multiple adjustments, platelet reduction 
>21% was associated with MAKE10 (OR 4.2, CI 2.1-8.5), but not with MAKE30-90. The mortality risk increased 3-
fold (OR 2.9, CI 1.1-7.7, p= 0.02) with a greater decrease in the platelet count (<90×103 cel/µL). As the platelet 
decreased worsened, MAKE was more likely. These associations lost significance when accounting for starting HD. 
 
Conclusion: In our retrospective cohort of patients with AKI, a >21% reduction in platelet count was associated with 
MAKE. Our results are useful to generate hypotheses and motivate us to continue studying this association with a more 
robust design. 
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Blood transfusion reactions and risk of acute kidney injury and major adverse kidney events 

Jonathan S Chavez-Iniguez1, Luz Alcantar-Vallin1, Ramon Medina-Gonzalez1, Guillermo Navarro-Blackaller1, 
Alejandro Martinez-Gallardo Gonzalez1, Juan Gómez-Fregoso1, Gonzalo Rodríguez-García1 

1Hospital Civil de Guadalajara 

 
Background: Blood transfusion reactions may have a negative impact on organ function. It is unknown whether this 
association holds true for acute kidney injury (AKI). Therefore, we conducted a cohort study to assess the association 
between transfusion reactions and the incidence of AKI and major adverse kidney events. 
 
Methods: In this retrospective cohort study, we included patients who received transfusion of blood products during 
hospitalization at the Hospital Civil of Guadalajara. We analyzed them according to the development of transfusion 
reactions, and the aim was to assess the association between transfusion reactions and AKI during long-term follow-up. 
 
Results: From 2017 to 2021, 81,635 patients received a blood product transfusion, and 516 patients were included. The 
most common transfusion was red blood cell packaging (50.4%), fresh frozen plasma (28.7%) and platelets (20.9%); of 
those, 129 (25%) had transfusion reactions. Patients who had transfusion reactions were older and had more 
comorbidities. The most common type of transfusion reaction was allergic reactions (70.5%), followed by febrile 
nonhemolytic reactions (11.6%) and anaphylactoid reactions (8.5%). Most cases were considered mild. AKI was more 
prevalent among those who had transfusion reactions (14.7%) than among those who did not (7.8%), p= < 0.01; those 
with AKI had a higher frequency of diabetes, vasopressors, and insulin use. Transfusion reactions were independently 
associated with the development of AKI (RR 2.1, p= < 0.02). Major adverse kidney events were more common in those 
with transfusion reactions. The mortality rate was similar between subgroups. 
 
Conclusion: In our retrospective cohort of patients who received blood product transfusions, 25% experienced 
transfusion reactions, and this event was associated with a 2-fold increase in the probability of developing AKI and 
some of the major adverse kidney events during long follow-up. 
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Intravenous contrast medium and renal outcomes in pre-existing acute kidney injury - a multicenter propensity-
score adjusted study 

Cheng-Chia Lee1, Chih-Hsiang Chang1, Ming-Jen Chan1, Pei-Chun Fan1 

1Chang Gung Memorial Hospital 

 
Purpose:   While patients with acute kidney injury (AKI) may still require contrast-enhanced CT scans as an integral 
part of their clinical management, limited evidence exists regarding the risk of the subsequent development of persistent 
AKI, acute kidney disease (AKD), and dialysis, particularly in those with pre-existing AKI. 
 
Method:   This retrospective multicenter study included hospitalized patients with pre-existing acute kidney injury who 
underwent CT scans between 2001 and 2019. The balance of baseline characteristics between patients with and without 
contrast media was achieved using inverse probability of treatment weighting (IPTW) based on propensity score 
estimated by generalized boost model. The association between contrast media and renal outcomes was estimated using 
logistic regression in the IPTW-adjusted cohort. 
 
Results: 
A total of 17560 patients (mean age, 66± 17 years; 57.1% men) were enrolled; 9438 received contrast CT, and 8122 
received non contrast CT. After IPTW adjustment, the overall weighted incidence of post-CT 7-day AKI (19.0 vs. 
19.1%) was similar between contrast CT and non-contrast CT group, but post CT 7-day dialysis rates was significantly 
higher in the contrast group (5.9 vs. 4.8%, OR: 1.23, 95% CI: 1.12, 1.36, P<0.001). However, no significant differences 
were found in the 30-day AKD rate (21.0 vs 20.7%, OR: 1.02, 95% CI: 0.97, 1.08, P=0.443) and the 30-day dialysis rate 
(5.0 vs 4.7%, OR: 1.08, 95% CI: 0.98, 1.20, P=0.122) between contrast CT and non-contrast group. 
 
Conclusion:   The utilization of contrast-enhanced CT scans in patients with pre-existing acute kidney injury was 
associated with a higher risk of 7-day dialysis, while no significant association was observed with long-term renal 
complications. 

 

 

Outcome Contrast Non-Contrast OR (95% CI) P value 

(1)Post-CT 7 days     

Post-CT AKI 19.0% 19.1% 0.995 (0.94, 1.05) 0.851 
Stage 1 6.0% 5.7% 1.04 (0.95, 1.14) 0.437 
Stage 2 3.5% 3.5% 0.99 (0.88, 1.12) 0.924 
Stage 3 9.6% 9.9% 0.97 (0.90, 1.04) 0.417 

post-CT Dialysis 5.9% 4.8% 1.23 (1.12, 1.36) <0.001 
(2)Post-CT 30 days     

post-CT AKD 21.0% 20.7% 1.02 (0.97, 1.08) 0.443 
Stage 1 6.4% 6.2% 1.04 (0.95, 1.14) 0.371 
Stage 2 4.3% 4.4% 0.97 (0.87, 1.08) 0.612 
Stage 3 10.3% 10.0% 1.03 (0.96, 1.11) 0.426 

post-CT Dialysis 5.0% 4.7% 1.08 (0.98, 1.20) 0.122 
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Long-Term Outcomes of Acute Kidney Injury in Acute Decompensated Heart Failure: Identifying True 
Cardiorenal Syndrome and Unveiling Prognostic Significance 

Peerapat Thanapongsatorn1, Atiwat Tanomchartchai2, Jarin Assavahanrit2, Nattachai Srisawat3 

1Division of Nephrology, Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University Hospital, Pathum Thani, Thailand , 2Department 
of Cardiology, Central Chest Institute of Thailand, Nonthaburi, Thailand, 3Division of Nephrology, Faculty of 
Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand. 

 
Introduction: 
Cardiorenal syndrome (CRS) type 1, characterized by acute kidney injury (AKI) in acute decompensated heart failure 
(ADHF), is complex due to varied definitions, including AKI from excessive fluid removal. This study aimed to explore 
the incidence, predictors, and long-term outcomes of AKI in ADHF. 
Methods: 
A prospective observation study of ADHF patients categorized into CRS type 1, Pseudo-CRS, and non-AKI groups, 
followed for 12 months. CRS type 1 involved AKI with clinical congestion, while Pseudo-CRS included AKI with 
clinical decongestion (clinical congestion score < 2). The primary outcome was a 1-year composite of mortality or HF 
rehospitalization. The secondary outcomes were mortality, HF rehospitalization, and long-term renal outcomes. 
Results: 
Among 250 consecutive ADHF patients, 46% developed CRS type 1, 16.5% had Pseudo-CRS, and 37.6% had non-
AKI. Chronic kidney disease and BUN were significant risk factors for CRS type 1, with odds ratios of 1.37 (p=0.002) 
and 1.05 (p<0.001), respectively. CRS type 1 patients exhibited shorter times to AKI development and peak serum 
creatinine compared to Pseudo-CRS (1 day vs. 4 days and 2 days vs. 4 days, respectively). At 12 months, composite 
outcomes of mortality or HF rehospitalization and CKD progression were significantly higher in CRS type 1 than 
Pseudo-CRS and non-AKI, at 63.5% vs. 31.7% vs. 36.1%, and 28.1% vs. 16.2% vs. 11.4%, respectively (p<0.001, 
p=0.024). 
Conclusion: 
Distinguishing between CRS Type 1 and Pseudo-CRS is vital, highlighting significant disparities in short-term and 
long-term outcomes. Notably, Pseudo CRS exhibits comparable long-term cardiovascular and renal outcomes to those 
without AKI. 

 

 

 

 CRS type 1 (N=115) Pseudo CRS (N=41) Non-AKI (N=94) P-value 

Composite outcomes of mortality and rehospitalization from  
heart failure, n (%) 73 (63.5) 13 (31.7) 34 (36.1) < 0.001 

1-year mortality, n (%) 29 (25.2) 4 (9.8) 12 (12.8) 0.021 

Rehospitalization from heart failure, n (%) 50 (43.5) 10 (24.4) 24 (25.8) 0.011 

CKD progression at 1 year (% among survivors with sCr available) 23 (28.1) 6 (16.2) 9 (11.4) 0.024 

ESRD (% among survivors) 3 (3.5) 1 (2.7) 0 (0) 0.38 

Serum creatinine, mean±SD     

3-months 1.47±0.98 1.13±0.47 1.06±0.59 0.99 

1-year 1.51±1.13 1.26±0.60 1.08±0.68 1.00 
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Kidney Disease Awareness and Knowledge Among Families and Pediatric Survivors of Severe Acute Kidney 
Injury 

Michelle C Starr1, Julia Vanderkolk1, Shrea Goswami1, Danielle Soranno1 

1Indiana University School of Medicine 

 
Purpose: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is common in pediatric patients and is associated with poor outcomes including 
increased risk of chronic kidney disease. It is unknown whether pediatric AKI survivors and their families are aware of 
their AKI diagnosis and understand the associated risks. We sought to identify awareness and disease-specific 
knowledge among pediatric AKI survivors and their families. 
 
Methods: We performed a single center cross-sectional survey of AKI awareness and knowledge in pediatric patients 
with KDIGO Stage II or III AKI near the time of discharge. Families answered questions on AKI diagnosis awareness 
and AKI knowledge using the Kidney Knowledge Survey (KiKS). 
 
Results: We included 96 patients in this study, the median age was 3.5 (IQR: 0, 10) and 50% were male. 68% were 
admitted to the ICU during their hospitalization. 
 
Of those surveyed, 75% of families were unaware their child had experienced AKI and 94% were unaware they had a 
‘problem with their kidneys’ (Figure 1A). Overall, the median AKI objective knowledge score was 60% (IQR: 31%, 
69%). There was no difference in knowledge score between those that recognized their episode of AKI and those that 
did not. Those with nephrology consultation were more likely to have awareness of their AKI diagnosis as were those 
who self-reported as White race (Table 1). 
 
In total, 69% of families correctly defined AKI as when ‘your kidneys suddenly stop working well’. Most families 
recognized dehydration (56%) and infection (81%) as risk factors for AKI, however fewer recognized other risk factors 
such as ibuprofen use (31%) (Figure 1B). Only 38% of families reported AKI was discussed during their admission, and 
92% stated they wanted to learn more about AKI (Figure 1C). 
 
Conclusion: Most families of pediatric survivors of severe AKI were unaware that their child had AKI or problems with 
their kidneys. Many lacked understanding of AKI risk factors and knowledge of kidney health and desired more 
information. 

Characteristics Total (N=96) Aware of AKI (N=24) Unaware of AKI (N=72) p-value 

Age, median (IQR) 3.5 (0, 10) 4 (2, 12.5) 2 (0, 11.5) .28 

Male, n (%) 48 (50) 18 (75) 30 (42) .005 

White race, n (%) 78 (81) 24 (100) 54 (75) .025 

BRIEF Literacy Score, median (IQR) 18 (15.5, 19.5) 18.5 (16.5, 19.6) 18 (15.5, 19.5) .36 

Kidney Knowledge Score, median (IQR) 60% (31, 69) 60% (56, 65) 52% (29, 71) .55 

Primary medical service, n (%) 39 (41) 13 (54) 26 (36) <.001 

Length of Stay, median (IQR) 9 (5, 57) 7 (3, 8) 20 (6, 70) <.001 

Required Dialysis, n (%) 6 (6) 4 (17) 2 (3) .014 

Nephrology consultation, n (%) 42 (43) 18 (75) 24 (33) <.001 

Figure on following page 
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Clinical Profile & Outcomes Of AKI Cases At A Tertiary Care Centre In,Hyderabad, Telangana, India 

MAHESH KOTA1, RAJASEKARA CHAKRAVARTHI M1 

1BASAVATARAKAM CANCER HOSPITAL 

 
Objectives; 
To study the incidence, causes ,staging and outcomes of AKI (acute kidney injury) in patients suffering from 
malignancy 
 
Materials and methods; 
A total of 200 cancer patients with AKI admitted in Basavatarakam Indo American Cancer hospital, Hyderabad, India 
were studied. 
 
Results; 
Out of 200 patients in the study, 124 were males and 76 were females. Most of the patients are in 51 to 60 years age 
group(80 patients) and the mean age of the patients was 54.76 years. Hypertension was the common comorbid illness 
seen in 140 patients followed by diabetes mellitus seen in 48 patients. Bladder cancer was common malignancy seen in 
24 patients, followed by breast cancer, lung cancer and AML seen in 20 patients. Multifactorial AKI was seen in 44 
patients ,though each and every variant of malignancy has specific cause of AKI, sepsis was commonly seen in all types 
of malignancies. Renal biopsy was done in 9 patients, where cast nephropathy was seen in patients with multiple 
myeloma, chronic tubulointerstitial nephritis was seen in amyloidosis, ATIN(acute tubule interstitial nephritis) and 
ATN(acute tubular necrosis) was seen in lung cancer, membranous nephropathy and acute interstitial nephritis was seen 
in renal cell carcinoma and thrombotic microangiopathy was seen in a patient with AKI who underwent bone marrow 
transplantation for aplastic anemia.140 patients underwent conservative management for AKI without dialysis had 
complete recovery from AKI.60 patients received dialysis for AKI, of which 4 patients received hemoperfusion with 
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HA-230 filter for methotrexate has completely recovered,8 patients with multiple myeloma underwent dialysis with 
theranova filter got completely recovered ,4 patients with multiple myeloma underwent dialysis with theranova was 
dialysis dependent.4 patients who underwent SLED for AKI has completely recovered,12 patients who underwent 
SLED for AKI were dialysis dependent and 4 patients who underwent SLED has expired.20 patients received CRRT for 
AKI and among them Oxiris filter was used in 4 members. Only 1 patient who received CRRT had complete renal 
recovery,4 patients were dialysis dependent and 15 patients who was on CRRT expired during hospital stay. 
 
Conclusions; 
Sepsis was the common cause of AKI in many cancer variants. More the severity of AKI was associated with more 
adverse out comes. All types of AKI like pre-renal, intrinsic renal and obstructive element was seen in patients in the 
background of malignancy. 
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Epidemiology of Sepsis-Associated Acute Kidney Injury 

Tomonori Takeuchi1, Alexander H Flannery2, Lucas J Liu3, Augusto Cama-Olivares1, Jin Chen1, Sarah C Huen4, Ashita 
J Tolwani1, Javier A Neyra1 

1University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham, AL, USA, 2University of Kentucky College of Pharmacy, 
Lexington, KY, USA, 3Public Health Sciences Division, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center, Seattle, WA, 4University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX 

 
Background 
The ADQI defined sepsis-associated AKI (SA-AKI) as meeting both Sepsis-3 and KDIGO criteria within 7 days of 
sepsis diagnosis and further categorized it as early or late (within 48 hours or later). Despite this definition, there is 
limited knowledge about its epidemiology. This study aimed to describe the epidemiological characteristics of SA-AKI, 
including its early and late subtypes. 
 
Methods 
A multicenter retrospective study utilized EHR data from two academic hospitals, focusing on ICU admissions for 
individuals aged 18 and above from February 2010 to June 2022. Patients with ESKD or kidney transplant were 
excluded. Using culture and antibiotics time stamps, we identified infection occurrence and classified sepsis if the 
SOFA score reached 2 or more during the same period. To identify AKI, we used KDIGO SCr and urine output criteria. 
Baseline SCr was defined as the closest outpatient measurement within 7 to 365 days before admission. If unavailable, 
prior inpatient SCr meeting the same conditions was used. If still unidentifiable, the lowest SCr value from 7 days 
before admission to discharge was considered. AKI within 48 hours of sepsis onset was defined as early SA-AKI, while 
occurrence after 48 hours but within 7 days was defined as late SA-AKI. When comparing the characteristics of the two 
subtypes of SA-AKI, the χ² test was used for categorical variables, the t-test was employed for parametric continuous 
variables, and the Mann-Whitney U test was utilized for non-parametric ones. 
 
Results 
Among 188,106 identified ICU patients, 63,621 met Sepsis-3 criteria. Among those, 34,980 developed SA-AKI, with 
23,229 (66.4%) classified as early and 11,751 (33.6%) as late. In SA-AKI patients (Figure), the median age was 60 
[IQR 48-70], 55.6% were male, 25% had diabetes, 30.3% had cardiovascular disease, and 16.8% had CKD. The early 
group had significantly higher SOFA scores at sepsis onset (5.8 vs 5.0) and a higher rate of septic shock (19.1 vs 16.0%) 
compared to the late group (both p < 0.01). However, for clinical outcomes, the early group had lower hospital mortality 
(21.0 vs 26.3%), and more ICU-free days (18.1 vs 16.6), mechanical ventilator-free days (19.6 vs 17.8), and RRT-free 
days (21.5 vs 19.9) compared to the late group (all p < 0.01). 
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Conclusion 
Early SA-AKI occurred in approximately two-thirds of SA-AKI patients who presented with higher acuity of illness at 
onset but had better outcomes compared to patients with late SA-AKI. 
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An Exploration of the Association of Sex and Pubertal Status with AKI and AKD in Critically Ill Children 

Lillian G Mauroner1, Danielle E Soranno2, Cassandra Formeck1, John A Kellum3, Dana Y Fuhrman1 

1UPMC Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh, 2Riley Hospital for Children, 3University of Pittsburgh 

 
Purpose 
Animal studies have shown that estrogen is protective in ischemic acute kidney injury (AKI) and testosterone is 
associated with worse outcomes. Recent epidemiologic studies suggest that males have higher rates of hospital acquired 
AKI, but females have worse kidney outcomes after AKI. Few investigators have explored the effects of sex on 
pediatric AKI. Therefore, our objective was to examine the association of sex and pubertal status with AKI and acute 
kidney disease (AKD) in a pediatric intensive care (PICU) cohort. 
 
Methods 
This is a retrospective cohort study of patients 60 days-18 years of age admitted to a quaternary care PICU between the 
years of 2009-2016. Patients that were dialysis dependent at the time of admission, had an estimated glomerular 
filtration rate <60 ml/min/1.73m2, a history of kidney transplant, or did not have a measured baseline creatinine were 
excluded. AKI and AKD were defined by Kidney Disease: Improving Global Outcomes (KDIGO) guideline definitions 
through 30 days. The final regression models included significant variables from univariable analyses. Severity of 
illness was assessed using the Pediatric Index of Mortality (PIM) 2 score. We stratified patients by pubertal status based 
on age: prepubertal up to age 8 years; peripubertal 9-15 years; postpubertal >/=16 years. 
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Results 
Among the 5922 included patients (median age 8 years), 2547 (43%) were female. Of those with AKI, 44% were female 
(483/1093) and of those with AKD 41% were female (202/493). When examining the entire cohort, as well as the 
prepubertal (3,138; 42% female) and peripubertal (1,703; 45% female) groups, there was no significant association 
between sex and either AKI or AKD. However, in the postpubertal subset of patients (1,081; 45% female), female sex 
emerged as an independent protective factor for both AKI (adjusted odds ratio [aOR]: 0.61; confidence interval [CI]: 
0.44-0.82; p=0.001) and for AKD (aOR: 0.60; CI: 0.40-0.91; p=0.015) (see Table 1). 
 
Conclusions 
Our data demonstrates that in a broad cohort of critically ill children, female sex is protective against hospital-acquired 
AKI and AKD at 30 days but only for postpubertal patients. There is a need for further work exploring sex as a 
biological variable in differing AKI phenotypes and for longer term kidney outcomes such as chronic and end-stage 
kidney disease. 
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Prescription Trends Of Renal Replacement Therapy In Covid-19-Associated Acute Kidney Injury And Sepsis-
Associated Acute Kidney Injury In Colombia 

Diana Carolina Vargas Angel1, Kateir Mariel Contreras Villamizar1, Camilo Alberto Gonzalez Gonzalez2, Santiago 
Ortiz3, Jose Bareño Silva4, Kelly Chacon2, Nancy Yomayusa2 

1Hospital Universitario San Ignacio, 2Keralty, 3Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, 4Universidad CES 

 
Objective: During the SARS-COV-2 pandemic there was a higher incidence of acute kidney injury (AKI) and the 
requirement for renal replacement therapy (RRT). The aim of this study was to describe the characteristics of RRT 
prescription in COVID-19-associated AKI compared to patients with sepsis-associated AKI. 
 
Method: Observational, analytical, parallel-cohort retrospective study of hospitalized patients with COVID-19-
associated AKI(n=176) and non-COVID-19 sepsis-associated AKI (n=242), in the period November 2016 to December 
2022, in 4 institutions in Bogotá, Colombia. Clinical and renal support characteristics were determined by descriptive 
statistics. Analysis was performed in RStudio®. 
 
Results: COVID-19-associated AKI patients had lower urinary volume before the initiation of RRT compared to 
patients with non-COVID-19 sepsis-associated AKI, higher accumulated fluid balance, and anuria being the main 
indication for the initiation of RRT (60.23% vs 49.17%, p=0.028). The most frequent modality of initiation in patients 
with non-COVID-19 sepsis-associated AKI was continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) (65.7%), with 
hemodiafiltration being the most common (37.6%). Catheter and RRT-related complications were similar in both 
cohorts. The characteristics of RRT prescription are resume in Table 1. 
 
Conclusion: CRRT was the most frequently prescribed modality, anuria being the first indication for the initiation of 
RRT and hyperkalemia most common in COVID-19-associated AKI 
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Epidemiology and Long-term Outcome of Critically Ill Patients Requiring Renal Replacement Therapy in 
Southeast Asia and India (InSEA-RRT Registry) 

Suri Tangchitthavorngul1, Nuttha Lumlertgul2, Sadudee Peerapornratana2, Jonny Sp.PD-KGH, M.Kes, MM3, Mohd 
Shahnaz Hasan4, Abdul Halim Bin Abdul Gafor5, Mohd Zulfakar Bin Mazlan6, Mai Anh Tuan7, Rajasekara 
Chakravarthi8, Nattachai Srisawat2 

1Naresuan University, Phitsanulok, Thailand , 2Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand, 3Gatot Soebroto Army 
Hospital, Central Jakarta, Indonesia, 4University Malaya Medical Centre, Malaysia, 5National University of Malaysia, 
Malaysia, 6Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia, 7Cho Ray hospital, Vietnam, 8Renown Clinical Services, India 

 
Background: Acute kidney injury (AKI) contains a high short-term morbidity and mortality. However, little is known 
regarding long-term outcomes. We aimed to evaluate effect of renal replacement therapy (RRT) modalities on 2-year 
major adverse kidney events (2-year MAKE) in patients with severe (stage 3) AKI. 
 
Methods: We analyzed the data from InSEA RRT registry—a multicenter prospective cohort study conducted between 
April 2019 and December 2023. Critically ill patients with stage 3 AKI as defined by KDIGO were enrolled and 
classified by recovery status after 28 days or at hospital discharge as early, late, and nonrecovery. Primary outcome was 
2-years MAKE which is a composite of persistent kidney dysfunction, long-term dialysis, and all-cause mortality on 2-
year after enrollment. 
 
Results: A total of 2,216 patients from 25 hospitals across Southeast Asia were enrolled. Among these, 1,033 (47%) 
patients died, 508/1,054 (48%) patients experienced early recovery, 277/1,054 (26%) late recovery, and 269/1,054 
(26%) non-recovery AKI. 1,563 (72%) patients received RRT. The incidence of 2-year MAKE was 46.6 per 100 
person-years of all patients. In severe AKI required RRT, there were no significant differences in 2-year MAKE among 
those initially treated with intermittent hemodialysis, peritoneal dialysis, sustained low efficiency dialysis compared to 
continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) (IHD/SLED vs CRRT, adjusted HR 1.16; 95% CI, 0.93-1.14; P=0.185 
and PD vs CRRT, adjusted HR 1.00; 95% CI, 0.67-1.49; P=0.994). Non-recovery was more likely to develop MAKE 
than recovery (adjusted HR 7.44; 95% CI, 6.18-8.96; P<0.001). Patients with older, male, pre-existing chronic kidney 
disease and malignancy were significantly independent risk for 2-year MAKE. 
 
Conclusions: RRT modalities were not associated with 2-year MAKE. Non-recovery AKI was independently associated 
with adverse long-term outcomes. Recognition and close follow-up of patients with non-recovered AKI is crucial. 
Novel intervention might improve long-term outcomes and need further study. 
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Prevalence and Risk Factors of AKI among Children Presenting with Acidosis in a Pediatric Emergency Room 
of a Tertiary Hospital 

Seongjae Han1, Ji Hyun Kim2, Eujin Park3, Yo Han Ahn1, Hee Gyung Kang1 

1Seoul National University Children’s Hospital, 2Seoul National University Bundang Hospital, 3Korea University Guro 
Hospital 

 
Purpose 
Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a common complication of various illnesses and is well known to be associated with 
adverse outcomes. However, diagnosis of AKI is possible only after serial measurement of kidney function and/or urine 
output, which is not always performed in a busy pediatric emergency room (PER). On the other hand, venous blood gas 
analysis (VBGA), widely performed as point-of-care testing (POCT) in the PER, is quick to help physicians with 
clinical decisions. We hypothesized that children with acidosis on VBGA are at risk of AKI, and explored prevalence 
and risk factors of AKI in acidotic patients who visited PER. 
 
Methods 
We retrospectively reviewed the electronical medical record of children under 18 years of age who visited the 
emergency department of Seoul National University Children's Hospital from 2020 to 2023, and identified patients with 
acidosis (venous blood pH <7.25). Underlying conditions, cause of acidosis, kidney function, and length of hospital stay 
were assessed. 
 
Results 
A total of 320 patients (M:F 179:142, mean age 4.6 years) were found to have acidosis (respiratory:metabolic:mixed 
158:137:25). Half (n=160) of them were admitted to general wards and 21.5% to the intensive care unit. 245 (76.6%) of 
the patients had significant underlying diseases such as neurological (28.8%) and endocrine (15.9%) diseases associated 
with acidosis. 
AKI was identified in 69 patients (21.6%; stage 1 in 27, 2 in 11, 3 in 31), and 29 (9.0%) required kidney replacement 
therapy. Causes of AKI included diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA), dehydration, and cardiac arrest. AKI was significantly 
more common in those with metabolic acidosis (36.0%) than in respiratory acidosis (8.9%). Comparing those with high 
anion gap metabolic acidosis (HAGMA) and normal anion gap metabolic acidosis (NAGMA), AKI was more common 
in the HAGMA group (40.7%) compared to the NAGMA group (23.6%). Patients with AKI were more likely to be 
admitted (91%) than those without (67%). There was no significant difference between length of hospital stay or 
proportion of ICU admission. 
 
Conclusion 
Among acidotic patients who visited PER, AKI were diagnosed in over 20%, and those with metabolic acidosis and 
HAGMA are at a higher risk. Physicians need to be aware of the high risk of AKI in the presence of acidosis. 
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Incidence and Risk Factors for AKI in Preterm Infants Treated with Vancomycin 

Seong Jae Han1, Eujin Park2, Baek Sup Shin1, Hee Gyung Kang1 

1Seoul National University Children's Hospital, 2Korea University Guro Hospital 
 
Purpose: Vancomycin (VCM) is a widely used antibiotic for the treatment of gram-positive microorganisms and one of 
the known causes of AKI, which can be life-threatening in preterm infants. Perinatal characteristics, such as gestational 
age or birthweight, and neonatal morbidities, including patent ductus arteriosus or necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC), may 
contribute to VCM-induced AKI. Additionally, recent studies have suggested that piperacillin-tazobactam (TZP) may 
aggravate VCM-induced nephrotoxicity in adults and adolescents. This study explored the factors, including the 
concomitant use of TZP, associated with VCM-induced AKI in preterm infants. 
 
Methods: This retrospective study included preterm infants with birth weight < 1,500g who were born between 2018 
and 2021 in a tertiary center and received VCM for a minimum of 3 days. AKI was defined as a minimum increase in 
serum creatinine (sCr) of 0.3 mg/dL, and an increase in sCr of at least 1.5 times the baseline level during VCM use and 
up to 1 week following VCM discontinuation. Data on perinatal and postnatal factors were collected and analyzed. 
 
Results: Of the 70 infants who used VCM, 17 cases who expired before seven postnatal days or who already had AKI 
before VCM use were excluded. Among the remaining 53 cases, AKI occurred in 10 patients (18.9%) at a median of 7 
days (3 to 11 days) after starting VCM. When the AKI and non-AKI groups were compared, gestational age at birth, 
birth weight, pathogen-proven sepsis, duration of VCM, postmenstrual age at starting VCM, highest concentration of 
VCM, patent ductus arteriosus at starting VCM, and co-administration of TZP were not statistically different. However, 
a history of NEC was significantly high in the AKI group (5 (50.0%) vs 2 (4.7%), OR 20.05 [3.11-134.94], p-value 
0.002). Among the factors analyzed, gestational age at birth, patent ductus arteriosus at starting VCM, and history of 
NEC were selected for multivariable analyses. In multivariable logistic regression, gestational age at birth significantly 
differed between the two groups. In addition, backward stepwise regression also showed that AKI was associated with 
low gestational age (adjusted OR: 0.58, 95% CI: 0.35–0.98) and a history of NEC (37.65, 3.08–459.96). 
 
Conclusions: In very-low birthweight infants, a lower gestational age and history of necrotizing enterocolitis, but not 
concomitant use of piperacillin-tazobactam, were associated with VCM-induced AKI. 
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Epidemiology of Sepsis-Associated Acute Kidney Injury in Adolescent Patients Admitted to Adult ICUs 

James Odum1, Chloe Braun1, Tomonori Takeuchi1, Lucas Liu2, David Askenazi1, Javier Neyra1 

1University of Alabama, Birmingham, AL, USA, 2University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, USA 
 
Purpose: Sepsis-associated acute kidney injury (SA-AKI) is associated with increased mortality in adults and children. 
Critically ill children are typically admitted to a pediatric intensive care unit (ICU) with pediatric-specific expertise. 
However, adolescents represent a unique population that can be served in either pediatric or adult ICUs. Little is known 
about the epidemiology of SA-AKI in adolescents admitted to adult ICUs. 
 
Methods: This multicenter observational cohort included adolescent patients aged 10 -19 years admitted to two tertiary 
adult ICUs (UAB and University of Kentucky) from 2/2010 to 6/2022. AKI was defined by KDIGO creatinine and 
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urine output criteria. Sepsis was defined per adult Sepsis-3 criteria, and SA-AKI according to ADQI definition: AKI 
within 0 to +7 days of sepsis onset. Early SA-AKI was defined as AKI within 48 hours of sepsis onset, while late was 
within 2-7 days. Major adverse kidney events (MAKE) (death, dialysis dependence, and persistent kidney dysfunction 
(stage 1 AKI or greater for 7+ days)) were defined at hospital discharge. 
 
Results: A total of 3,271 adolescents were admitted to an adult ICU during this study. Sepsis was diagnosed in 910 
(27.8%) patients and 387 (11.8%) developed SA-AKI. Among patients with SA-AKI, the median age was 18 years 
(IQR 16-19 years). Patients with SA-AKI had higher mean Sequential Organ Failure Assessment scores at sepsis onset 
(5.6 vs 4.8, p<0.001) and were more likely to have septic shock (14.0% vs 7.0%, p=0.002) compared to patients with 
sepsis but no AKI. Patients with SA-AKI had higher mortality than their counterparts with sepsis alone (16.0% vs 7.7%, 
p<0.001). Patients with late versus early SA-AKI had longer hospital lengths of stay (LOS) (median 10 vs 8 days, 
p=0.001), ICU LOS (median 7 vs 3 days, p <0.001), and more days on mechanical ventilation (median 2 vs 0 days, 
p=0.03). Finally, patients with late SA-AKI had higher frequency of MAKE (39.6% vs 23.0%, p=0.002) despite no 
difference in hospital mortality (16.2% vs 15.6%, p=1.0). 
 
Conclusion: Similar to prior studies in adult patients, we found adolescent patients admitted to an adult ICU with SA-
AKI had higher mortality than patients with sepsis alone. Late SA-AKI compared to early SA-AKI had no difference in 
mortality, but a difference in MAKE was observed at hospital discharge. Further work comparing this age group to 
older (and younger) cohorts and validating adult-based SA-AKI definitions in adolescents is ongoing. 
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A Simple Risk Score for Prediction of Severe Acute Kidney Injury after IV Cisplatin: Derivation and External 
Validation from a Contemporary Multicenter Cohort 

Shruti Gupta1, Ilya G Glezerman2, Jamie S Hirsch3, Kenar D Jhaveri3, Anip Bansal4, Ala Abudayyeh5, David E Leaf1 

1Brigham and Women's Hospital, 2Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, 3Donald and Barbara Zucker School of 
Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, 4University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus Aurora, 5University of Texas 

 
BACKGROUND: Prior studies that investigated risk factors for cisplatin-associated AKI (CP-AKI) were limited by 
small sample size, lack of external validation, non-contemporary data, and liberal definitions of AKI based on small 
changes in serum creatinine (SCr). We sought to develop and externally validate a prediction model for severe CP-AKI. 
 
METHODS: We collected data on adults receiving their first dose of IV cisplatin from 2006-2022 from six 
geographically-diverse academic cancer centers across the US. The primary outcome was severe CP-AKI, defined as a 
≥2-fold rise in SCr or receipt of kidney replacement therapy within 14 days following IV cisplatin administration. 
Independent predictors of CP-AKI were identified using a multivariable logistic regression model, which was developed 
in a derivation cohort (DC) and tested in an external validation cohort (VC). For the primary model, continuous 
variables were examined using restricted cubic splines. A simple risk model was also generated by converting the odds 
ratios from the primary model into risk points. 
 
RESULTS: A total of 25,129 patients were included, with 11,808 in the DC (median age 59 [IQR 50-67]) and 13,321 in 
the VC (median age 60 [IQR 50-67]). The incidence of CP-AKI was 5.2% and 3.3% in the DC and VC, respectively. 
Each of the following was independently associated with CP-AKI in the DC: age, hypertension, diabetes mellitus, SCr, 
hemoglobin, white blood cell count, platelet count, serum albumin, serum magnesium, and cisplatin dose (Figure 1A). A 
simple risk score consisting of 9 covariates predicted a higher risk of CP-AKI in a monotonic fashion in both the DC 
and VC (Figure 1B and 1C). Compared to patients in the lowest risk category, those in the highest had a 22.27-fold 
(95% CI, 13.42-37.75) higher odds of CP-AKI in the DC and a 15.40-fold (95% CI, 9.58-24.52) higher odds in the VC. 
The primary model had a c-statistic of 0.75 and showed better discrimination for CP-AKI compared to previously 
published models, the c-statistics for which ranged from 0.59 to 0.68 (DeLong p-value <0.001). Based on our primary 
model, we developed an online CP-AKI risk calculator (kidneycalc.org/cp-aki-calculator/). 
 
CONCLUSIONS: A simple risk score based on readily available variables from patients receiving IV cisplatin can 
predict risk of severe CP-AKI. 

Figure on following page 
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Glucarpidase for Treatment of High-Dose Methotrexate-associated AKI 

Shruti Gupta1, David E Leaf1 

1Brigham and Women's Hospital 

 
BACKGROUND: Treatment with high-dose methotrexate (MTX) results in high rates of acute kidney injury (AKI), 
hepatotoxicity, and bone marrow suppression. Glucarpidase is a recombinant bacterial enzyme that cleaves MTX, but 
evidence supporting its use for MTX-associated AKI (MTX-AKI) is scarce. 
 
METHODS: We examined the association between glucarpidase use and clinical outcomes in adults with MTX-AKI 
from 28 major cancer centers across the U.S. The primary end point was kidney recovery at hospital discharge, defined 
as a composite of survival to hospital discharge without kidney replacement therapy-dependence and serum creatinine 
<1.5-fold baseline. Key secondary outcomes were overall survival, time to kidney recovery, and neutropenia and 
transaminitis on day 7. We compared outcomes in patients who received glucarpidase within 96 hours after MTX 
initiation with those in patients who did not, using multivariable logistic and Cox regression models. 
 
RESULTS: Of 708 patients with MTX-AKI, 209 (29.5%) received glucarpidase. Overall, 339 patients (47.9%) had a 
primary end point event. Glucarpidase receipt was associated with a 2.41-fold higher adjusted odds of kidney recovery 
(95% CI, 1.33–4.37) compared to no glucarpidase receipt (Figure 1A). In a prespecified sensitivity analysis, patients 
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who received glucarpidase in the first 60 hours following MTX initiation had a 4.67-fold higher adjusted odds of kidney 
recovery (95% CI, 2.33–9.36) compared to patients who did not receive it in the first 60 hours (Figure 1A). Among 
patients with AKI stage 3, the adjusted odds ratio for kidney recovery among glucarpidase-treated versus non-
glucarpidase-treated patients was 7.22 (95% CI, 2.70–19.31) (Figure 1A). Patients treated with glucarpidase also had 
longer overall survival (adjusted hazard ratio 0.45; 95% CI, 0.26–0.88 [Figure 1B]) and shorter time to kidney recovery 
(adjusted hazard ratio 0.58; 95% CI, 0.34 – 0.97 [Figure 1C]), as well as lower rates of neutropenia and transaminitis on 
day 7. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: In this study involving adults with MTX-AKI, those treated with glucarpidase had a higher odds of 
kidney recovery and longer survival compared to those not treated with glucarpidase. Randomized clinical trials of 
glucarpidase in patients with MTX-AKI are needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

28



 
 

AKI & CRRT 2024 ABSTRACTS 

18 

Post-operative AKI as a Predictor of Diastolic Dysfunction After Pediatric Heart Transplant 

Faizeen Zafar1, Chet Villa1, Huaiyu Zang1, Nicholas Ollberding1, Danielle E Soranno2, Tanya Perry1, Katja M Gist1 

1Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, 2Riley Hospital for Children 

 
Background: Acute kidney injury (AKI) has been associated with diastolic dysfunction in pre-clinical studies but has 
not been evaluated in a clinical setting. This study aims to explore the association between post-operative AKI and 
diastolic dysfunction in pediatric heart transplant (HT) recipients. 
Methods: This was a single center retrospective review of patients ≤21y who underwent HT between May 2010 and 
July 2023. Exclusion criteria included multi-organ or repeat transplants and post-operative mechanical circulatory 
support. AKI was defined and staged per the KDIGO criteria. Right ventricular end-diastolic pressure (RVEDP) and 
pulmonary capillary wedge pressure (PCWP) obtained from routine cardiac catheterizations in the 1st post-HT year 
were used as markers of diastolic function. A mixed effects regression model with an autoregressive correlation 
structure was used for hemodynamic measurements. 
Results: We included 102 patients, 41 (40%) females. Median age at transplant was 3y (IQR 0-13). Pre-transplant 
cardiac diagnosis was congenital heart disease (CHD) in 55 (54%) and cardiomyopathy in 47 (46%) patients. Post-
operative AKI was noted in 33 (32%) patients; 18 (18%) had stage 2 or 3 AKI. AKI was more common in patients with 
CHD than cardiomyopathy [24/31 (44%) vs 9/38 (19%), p=0.008]. Mean RVEDP and PCWP were 1 mmHg higher in 
patients with AKI than those without AKI (RVEDP 95% CI 0.5-1.7, p=0.008; PCWP CI 0.3-1.7, p=0.008) after 
adjusting for pre-transplant cardiac diagnosis, ischemia time >4h, and time since HT (Figure 1). 
Conclusion: AKI was independently associated with higher RVEDP and PCWP in the 1st year after HT in our cohort. 
Therefore, AKI may serve as a predictor of prolonged diastolic dysfunction in this patient population. 
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Delayed Cross Consultation To Nephrology, A Common Issue. 

Ricardo A Garza-Treviño1, Juan P Gomez Villarreal 1, Paola B Flores 1, Alejandra De las Fuentes2, Mara Olivo 
Gutierrez 1, Lilia M Rizo Topete 1 

1Nephrology Service Hospital Universitario "Dr. José Eleuterio González", Monterrey, Nuevo León, México, 2Facultad 
de Medicina de la Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Non-nephrologist’s physicians are responsible for first evaluate patients and must have the ability to identify risk 
factors, to effectively stratify the risk of developing or progressing the renal insult or AKI. 
METHODS: 
A retrospective study was carried out at the Hospital Universitario "Dr. José Eleuterio González" in Monterrey, Mexico, 
where cross consultations (CC) to the nephrology department of the present year were analyzed. CC from the 
emergency department (ED) and ICU, with a complete clinical record, and AKI were included. Those with incomplete 
data or CKD were excluded. 
RESULTS: 
A total of 62 CC were analyzed. The mean age of the patients were 51.5 years, 40 patients (64.5%) were men. 24 
(38.7%) CC were made from the ICU and 38 (61.2%) from the ED. 44 (70%) were diagnosed with AKI 3 according to 
KDIGO at the time of the CC. 
The mean admission creatinine (CrS) was 4.5 mg/dL and a blood urea nitrogen (BUN) was 87.3 mg/dL, but by the time 
of cross consultation there were 5.6 mg/dL and 75.32 mg/dL of creatinine and BUN respectively. 43 patients (69%) had 
community acquired AKI (CA-AKI) defined as those with a CrS more than 1.2 mg/dL at admission. Among patients 
with CA – AKI, 34 (54.8 %) had early CC. The mean hours between admission and CC were 109 hours. 
The Spearman correlation between the time it took to complete the CC and the CrS levels on admission is -0.782 with a 
p-value of < 0.001. The results of the Mann-Whitney U test assessing differences in time taken by the attending 
physician to activate a nephrology consultation after detecting CA-AKI finds a significant correlation. Spearman’s rank 
correlation coefficient is -0.689, indicating a strong negative correlation between the severity of CrS levels upon 
admission and the time it takes for the non-nephrology physician to CC a nephrologist. 
CONCLUSION: 
As the level of CrS increases, the time for a nephrology cross-consultation is shorter. This is proportional to the number 
of CC that we receive. 
We must encourage health professionals, to perform an AKI risk assessment that focuses on medical record, clinical 
scenario, and physical examination. This will help identify the patient that could eventually develop AKI and, in those 
with high risk, call the nephrologist as fast as possible to prevent further damage. Prevention is key to avoid the heavy 
burden of mortality and morbidity associated with AKI. 
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Understanding Uncertainty: A Novel Prediction Model Of Mortality Associated With AKI And CRRT 

Rami Bzeih1, Olivia Schanz1, Wayne Satz1, Avrum Gillespie1 

1Temple University 

 
Introduction: Continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) is an important form of mechanical support in the intensive 
care unit (ICU) as it can effectively manage volume, electrolyte, and acid-base balances in critically ill patients. Despite 
this, utilization of CRRT is still associated with a high mortality rate, ranging from 50-64%. Given the risks and costs 
associated with CRRT, it is important to ensure that it is utilized appropriately. Currently, no standard model exists for 
determining prognosis of patients on CRRT. Utilizing retrospective data, we developed a predictive model of mortality 
associated with CRRT that uniquely includes pressor requirement as a factor. 
 
Methods: This is a retrospective, single-center study assessing chart data of all patients admitted to Temple University 
Hospital between August 2016 to July 2023 who were placed on CRRT at any point during admission. Patients who 
with end-stage kidney disease (ESKD) were excluded. 1637 patients met inclusion criteria and were included in the 
analysis. Mortality was defined as patients who expired during admission or were placed in hospice. Pressor 
requirement was defined as total number of intravenous vasopressors utilized prior to CRRT initiation. The model was 
developed initially from univariate analysis of 14 risk factors, with 7 of those risk factors included in logistical 
regression. Dataset was split 70% for training and 30% for testing of the model, and area under curve (AUC) was 
calculated to measure discriminative capacity. 
 
Results: Overall mortality rate was 70%. Mortality was 53% for patients did not receive pressors, 72% for those on one 
pressor, 80% on two, and greater than 84% with three or more. Age, female sex, BMI, maximum lactate, creatinine, and 
low albumin were all significantly associated with mortality and were included in the prediction model. Our logistic 
regression model had an Area Under Curve (AUC) of 0.84. 
 
Discussion: While mortality risk is high for all patients started on CRRT, the risk increases substantially for those 
requiring vasopressors. Previous studies to develop a model for prognosis of patients started on CRRT have been 
published, but upon our own review of available literature, this model is unique in its inclusion of vasopressor 
requirement. With further validation, our model could offer a useful tool for clinicians determining whether to start 
CRRT or to avoid it in patients whose outcomes may not be meaningfully altered. 
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Evaluating Renal Angina Tools for Predicting Acute Kidney Injury in Critically Ill Adults at Fundación 
Cardioinfantil in an Emerging Upper-Middle-Income Economy. 

Sandra Saumett-Lopez1, Jose García2, Juan Castellanos-de la Hoz1, María F Estupiñán2, Alejandra Molano-Triviño1, 
Eduardo Zuñiga-Rodríguez1 

1Nephrology Department, LaCardio - Fundación Cardioinfantil, Bogotá, Colombia, 2Universidad del Rosario, Faculty 
of Medicine and Health Sciences, Bogotá, Colombia. 

 
Methodology: A retrospective observational study was conducted from January 31 to September 30, 2020, among 
patients aged >18 admitted to ICU at Fundación Cardioinfantil, Bogotá, Colombia. Exclusion criteria included renal 
replacement therapy dependency before admission, prior AKI diagnosis, kidney transplant history, referral from another 
ICU, or ICU discharge before 48 hours. Demographic and lab data collected for seven days post-admission were applied 
to Malhotra et al. renal angina tool (1). AKI was defined per KDIGO classification, with KDIGO 2 and 3 labeled as 
severe AKI. The Youden method estimated an optimal cutoff point, and the GiViTi model assessed calibration. 
 

Results: Of 1,625 patients admitted to ICU, 481 were included in the study; 38.7% were female with a median age of 
61.3 years. The primary comorbidity associated with AKI was sepsis, present in 54.3% of patients. In total, 158 patients 
(32.8%) developed AKI. Utilizing a cut point of 5, the Malhotra et al. scale exhibited a sensitivity of 81.6% (95% CI 
74.7 - 87.3%), a specificity of 42.4% (95% CI 37% - 48%) and a negative likelihood ratio of 0.43 (95% CI 0.30 - 0.62). 
An optimal cut point of 8 was determined using the Youden method with a sensitivity of 52.3% (95% CI 43.2% - 
59.3%), specificity of 79.3% (95% CI 74.4% - 83.54%), and a negative likelihood ratio of 0.61 (95% CI 0.53 - 0.73). 
The Area under the ROC curve (AUC) was 0.698 (95% CI 0.649, 0.748). There was low calibration, with the GiViTi 
calibration belt encompassing the bisector only in the low probabilities. 
 

Conclusion: Using Malhotra et al. original cutoff point, the tool had good sensitivity but poor specificity. Although an 
optimal cutoff improved specificity, it reduced sensitivity; the tool’s discrimination capacity is adequate. We 
recommend the original cutoff point of 5 for this population, as the tool effectively identifies low-risk patients, 
potentially minimizing AKI preventive interventions. This suggests a more targeted, cost-effective AKI management in 
ICU settings, beneficial in emerging economies. The low calibration indicates a need for a modified tool to better 
predict severe AKI risk in this population. 
 

References. 
Malhotra, R., Kashani, K. B., Macedo, E., Kim, J., Bouchard, J., Wynn, S., ... & Mehta, R. (2017). A risk prediction 
score for acute kidney injury in the intensive care unit. Nephrology Dialysis Transplantation, 32(5), 814-822. 
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High dose of diuretic therapy predicts acute kidney injury and outcomes after cardiac surgery 

Yeqing Xie1, Abuduxiukuer Yusufu1, Jiarui Xu1, Wuhua Jiang1, Jiachang Hu1, Bo Shen1, Chunsheng Wang2, Zhe Luo3, 
Xiaoqiang Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, 2Department of Cardiac Surgery, Zhongshan 
Hospital, Fudan University, 3Department of Critical Care Medicine, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 

 
Objective: To evaluate high dose of diuretic after cardiac surgery in the incidence and prognosis of patients with cardiac 
surgery-associated acute kidney injury (CSAKI) 
 

Methods: Patients who underwent cardiac surgery from January 1, 2019, to December 31, 2019, were enrolled. The 
occurrence and clinical outcome of acute kidney injury (AKI) were evaluated. Univariate and multivariate logistic 
regression models were used to analyze the risk factors of postoperative AKI. Furthermore, the Kaplan-Meier analysis 
was performed to assess the relationship between diuretics and 3-year all-cause mortality. 
 

Results: Of 1891 patients, 608 (32.2%) patients developed AKI. The in-hospital mortality was significantly higher in the 
AKI group compared to the non-AKI group (1.8% vs 0.2%, P< 0.001). The area under the receiver operating 
characteristic (ROC) curve for the first 24 hours use of diuretics to predict severe AKI was 0.765 (cutoff value 57.5mg). 
The area under the ROC curve for the first 24 hours use of diuretics to predict AKI requiring renal replacement therapy 
(AKI-RRT) was 0.880 (cutoff value 95mg). The area under the ROC curve for the first 24 hours use of diuretics to 
predict in-hospital mortality was 0.846 (cutoff value 230mg). Logistic regression model showed older age, male, 
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hypertension, cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB) duration >120min, aortic cross clamp (ACC) duration >90min, 
ultrafiltration volume >2500, low cardiac output syndrome and postoperative use of diuretics>230mg within 24h were 
independent risk factors of in-hospital mortality. The Kaplan-Meier analysis demonstrated that early use of 
diuretics(>42.5mg) was associated with an increased risk of 3-year all-cause mortality (P< 0.019). 
 

Conclusions: Postoperative use of diuretics more than 57.5mg, 95mg and 230mg within 24h can predict severe AKI, 
AKI-RRT and in-hospital mortality well, respectively. High dose of diuretics (>230mg) was one of the independent risk 
factors of in-hospital mortality. It is important to pay attention to those using high doses of diuretics following cardiac 
surgery. 
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The Relationship between Short-term Blood Pressure Variability and Acute Kidney Injury After Cardiac 
Surgery 

Jiawei Yu1, Jiarui Xu1, Yang Li1, Wuhua Jiang1, Jiachang Hu1, Bo Shen1, Chunsheng Wang2, Zhe Luo3, Xiaoqiang 
Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, 2Department of Cardiac Surgery, Zhongshan 
Hospital, Fudan University, 3Department of Critical Care Medicine, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 

 
Objective: To explore the effect of short-term blood pressure variability (BPV) after cardiac surgery on the pathogenesis 
of acute kidney injury (AKI), in order to improve the prevention and treatment strategy of cardiac surgery associated 
AKI. 
 
Methods: All patients after cardiac surgery in our hospital from August to December, 2019 were included. The 
diagnosis of AKI was defined according to the KDIGO 2012 guidelines. The 24h blood pressure variability was 
measured by three commonly used indicators: Standard deviation (SD), Coefficient of Variation (CV), and average real 
variability (ARV). 
 
Results: A total of 1380 patients were enrolled, of which 452 patients developed postoperative AKI (32.75%). The 24h 
BPV, including 24h ARV, 24h SD, and 24h CV, in the AKI group were significantly higher than those in the non-AKI 
group (9.64±6.03 vs 8.57±4.80mmHg, P=0.001; 8.16±4.47 vs 7.22±3.65mmHg, P<0.001; 10.63±5.78 vs 9.23±4.64, 
P<0.001). The AKI incidence increased with the increase of postoperative 24h BPV (24h ARV, χ2=11.046, P=0.011; 
24h SD, χ2=13.923, P=0.003; 24h CV, χ2=13.555, P=0.004). The 24h BPV (24h ARV, 24h SD, 24h CV) were divided 
into four groups according to quartiles (Q1, Q2, Q3, and Q4). The AKI incidence increased with the increase of 24h 
BPV (24hARV, χ2=11.046, P=0.011; 24hSD, χ2=13.923, P=0.003; 24hCV, χ2=13.555, P=0.004). After adjusted for 
the confounding factors by multivariate logistic regression analysis, the risk of AKI in the Q4 group was significantly 
higher than that in the Q1 reference group. The AKI risk of ARV.Q4 group (24h ARV>11.67mmHg) was 1.61 (95%CI: 
1.13, 2.29, P=0.008), the AKI risk of SD.Q4 group (24h SD>9.67mmHg) was 1.69 (95%CI: 1.18, 2.40, P=0.004), and 
AKI risk in the CV.Q4 group (24h CV>12.45%) was 1.73 (95%CI: 1.21, 2.46, P=0.003). 
 
Conclusions: For cardiac surgery patients, the increased postoperative BPV significantly increased the risk of AKI. This 
remained statistically significant after adjusted for other potential confounders. 
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The reasonable control range of short-term blood pressure variability in CKD patients 

Jiawei Yu1, Jiarui Xu1, Yang Li1, Wuhua Jiang1, Jiachang Hu1, Bo Shen1, Chunsheng Wang2, Zhe Luo3, Xiaoqiang 
Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, 2Department of Cardiac Surgery, Zhongshan 
Hospital, Fudan University, 3Department of Critical Care Medicine, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 

 
Objections: CKD patients are the high-risk population of blood pressure variability(BPV) and the control range of short-
term BPV after cardiac surgery is important. So we analyze the appropriate range of BPV in this high-risk group to 
reduce the AKI incidence. 
 
Methods: All patients underwent cardiac surgery in our hospital from August 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019 were 
included. The 24h BPV uses three indicators: Standard deviation (SD), Coefficient of Variation (CV), and average real 
variability (ARV).The ROC curve determined the optimal cut-off point for increasing the incidence of AKI at 24h after 
surgery. The restricted cubic spline function was used to further visualize the relationship between 24h BPV and AKI 
after cardiac surgery. 
 
Results: A total of 1380 patients were included. According to the 24h BPV quartile, patients were divided into four 
groups (Q1, Q2, Q3, and Q4). The risk factors with significant difference in 24h BPV after operation were age ≥ 65, 
history of hypertension, and preoperative eGFR<60ml/min/1.73㎡ (24h ARV: P=0.005, P=0.032, P<0.001; 24h SD: 
P=0.038, P=0.011, P<0.034; 24h CV: P=0.012, P=0.026, P=0.024). There were 160 CKD patients (11.6%). In the ROC 
curve, the optimal critical value of 24h BPV was significantly lower than that of non-CKD population. The 24h ARV 
after surgery was divided into 9 groups. The association between postoperative 24h BPV and the occurrence of AKI 
was linear in the CKD population, but a nonlinear "J"-shaped curve in the non-CKD population. Taking 24hARV 
0~4.99mmHg as a reference, the risk of AKI in the higher ARV group continued to increase (adjusted OR value 
increased from 3.59 to 12.83), and the incidence of AKI in the non-CKD population increased significantly from 24.5% 
in the reference group to 51.4% in the highest group. (adjusted OR increased from 1.29 to 3.17). The incidence of AKI 
was about 25% when the 24h ARV was 0~9.99mmHg. 
 
Conclusions: In the CKD population, there is a linear relationship between 24h BPV and AKI incidence. The 24h 
postoperative blood pressure fluctuation needs to be strictly controlled. However, in the non-CKD population, it showed 
a "J"-shaped curve relationship, and the incidence of AKI was the lowest at 24h ARV 0~9.99mmHg, about 25%. 
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Incidence and Outcome of Acute Kidney Injury in Hospitalized Patients by An Electronic Alert 

Yang Li1, Yimei Wang1, Jiarui Xu1, Wuhua Jiang1, Bo Shen1, Jie Teng1, Xiaoqiang Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 
 
Objectives: This study was to establish an electronic alert system and determine the incidence and mortality rate of 
acute kidney injury (AKI) among hospitalized adult patients in a tertiary metropolitan hospital of China. 
 
Methods: A total of 99847 patients from Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, Shanghai, China between October 1st, 
2018 and September 30th, 2019 were screened by the hospital medical database. The presence and severity of AKI were 
assessed by the KDIGO criteria. AKI patients (9.9%) were distinguished by electronic alerts. 
 
Results: The average age of AKI patients was (61 ± 15.2) years, the median length of stay (LOS) 11 (6.5, 17) d, the 
hospital cost 3 8364（13769，85514）yuan. The in-hospital mortality rate of AKI patients was 5.7% (563/9 898). 
Community acquired AKI (CA-AKI) accounted for 37.9%, hospital acquired AKI (HA-AKI) 62.1%. Incidence of AKI 
stage 1, stage2 and stage 3 were 8% (7 955/9 9847), 0.7% (709/9 9847) and 1.2% (1 234/9 9847), in-hospital mortality 
were 4% (316/7 955), 11.4% (81/709) and 13.5% (166/1 234). The length of stay, hospital cost and mortality of AKI 
patients increased with AKI stages. Only 7.8% of AKI patients received nephrology consultation and 1.2% was 
recorded in discharge diagnosis. Multivariate logistic regression showed that age, AKI stage, HA-AKI, RRT, heart 
failure, malignancy, hypoalbuminemia and anemia were independent risk factors of in-hospital mortality of AKI 
patients. 
 
Conclusion: AKI is prevalent in the hospitalized patients with serious misdiagnosis and low nephrology consultation 
rate. Slight elevations of serum creatinine are associated with significantly increased mortality, LOS and hospital cost. 
The establishment of AKI electronic alerts and active intervention of nephrologists can significantly increase the 
recognition of AKI patients and may help prevent AKI and improve the prognosis of AKI patients. 
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Epidemiological Study of Acute Kidney Injury in Hospitalized Patients with Malignant Tumors 

Yuxin Nie1, Yang Li1, Jiarui Xu1, Wuhua Jiang1, Bo Shen1, Jie Teng1, Yimei Wang1, Xiaoqiang Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 

Objections: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is one of the most common complications in patients with malignant tumors. 
This study intends to provide basis for further optimizing the prevention and treatment of malignant tumor related AKI 
by analyzing the clinical risk factors and progression of them. 
 
Methods: The clinical data of all inpatients with malignant tumors in Zhongshan Hospital from January 1 to December 
31, 2019 were collected. The patients were divided into AKI group and Non AKI group according to the KDIGO 
guideline. AKI group was further divided into AKI-stage1 and critical AKI group (include AKI-stage2 and stage3). 
Multivariate logistic regression analysis was used to explore the clinical risk factors related to the incidence of AKI and 
AKI progression. 
 
Results: A total of 68379 patients were enrolled in this study, of which the incidence of AKI was 11.3% (n = 7734). The 
incidence of community-acquired AKI and hospital acquired AKI was 3.4% (n = 2367) and 7.8% (n = 5368). The 
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incidence of critical AKI was 1.1% (n = 810). The incidence of AKI in urinary system tumors, hematological system 
tumors and digestive system tumors ranked the top three (26.1% vs 12.9% vs 11.9%). Multiple logistic regression 
analysis showed that the risk factors for AKI progression included male, hypertension, heart failure, emergency 
hospitalized, malignancy-associated hematological, nephrotoxic drugs, surgical treatment, chemotherapy, interventional 
therapy, SCr ≥ 115 µmol / L, eGFR < 60 ml / min / 1.73 m2, ALB < 35 g / L, anemia, leukocyte elevation, 
hyponatremia, hyperkalemia, hypercalcemia. After correcting electrolyte disorder, nephrotoxic drug use, abnormal liver 
function, anemia and leukocyte elevation, the incidence of AKI in patients undergoing surgery, chemotherapy and 
interventional therapy can be significantly reduced. The mortality of AKI in male reproductive system tumors, head and 
neck tumors and female reproductive system tumors was the highest (7.0% vs 3.3% vs 3.1%). The mortality of AKI 
patients was 1.7%, that of non AKI patients was 0.0016%, and that of critical AKI patients was 7.4%. 
 
Conclusion: Malignant tumor related AKI is related to many factors, such as male, age, tumor status, nephrotoxic drugs 
using, accompanying complications, electrolyte disorder, abnormal liver function, inflammation, anemia and so on. 
Correcting the above risk factors is beneficial to prevent malignant tumor related acute renal injury. 
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Establishment of Acute Kidney Injury Model in Hospitalized Patients with Malignant Tumors 

Yang Li1, Yanting Shi1, Jiarui Xu1, Wuhua Jiang1, Bo Shen1, Jie Teng1, Yimei Wang1, Xiaoqiang Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 
 
Objective: Acute renal injury (AKI) is a common complication in tumor patients with lowly remission rate and highly 
mortality. The purpose of this study is to establish a prediction model for the occurrence and progression of malignancy-
related AKI. 
 
Methods: All patients with malignant tumors discharged from our hospital from January 1 to December 31, 2019 were 
included. Patients with AKI stage2 and 3 were defined as critical AKI. Patients were randomly divided into modeling 
cohort and validation cohort. The risk factors related to AKI were statistically analyzed by the modeling cohort. 
According to the risk assessment model of logistic regression β and OR value corresponding to the value is assigned to 
score the risk factors, and the prediction scoring model of AKI and critical AKI is established. Finally, the area under 
the AUC curve (AUROC) and Hosmer-Lemeshow goodness of fit test are used to evaluate the effectiveness and 
reliability of the model. 
 
Results: Totally of 66012 patients were enrolled, including 52798 in the modeling cohort and 13214 in the validation 
cohort. There was no significant difference in baseline information between the two cohorts. In the modeling cohort, 
logistic regression analysis showed that the relevant risk factors of AKI were male, BMI < 18.5kg/m2, hypertension, 
COPD, stroke, heart failure, emergency hospitalized, treated by surgery, chemotherapy, nephrotoxic drugs, Electrolyte 
disorder, abnormal liver function, serum creatinine (SCR) ≥ 115 µmol / L, eGFR < 60 ml / min / 1.73m2, anemia, 
elevated leukocytes. Combined with the risk assessment model β and OR value corresponding to the value is used to 
assign and score the risk factors, and the AUC value of AKI risk prediction model is 0.750; The prediction accuracy of 
the model was 92.09%. The AUC value of critical AKI prediction model was 0.834; The prediction accuracy of the 
model was 98.71%. The P values of Hosmer lemeshow test were 0.216 and 0.115, suggesting that the model fit well. 
The area under AUC curve of AKI model in validation cohort was 0.758; The area under AUC curve of critical AKI 
prediction model was 0.836; There was no significant difference in AKI and critical AKI prediction models between the 
modeling cohort and the validation cohort. 
 
Conclusion: This study established a universal risk scoring system for malignant tumors related AKI and critical AKI, 
which is used for early prediction of the occurrence and progression of AKI in the clinic. 
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The Impact of Timing of Angiography on Acute Kidney Injury after Cardiac Surgery in Patients with 
Preoperative Renal Dysfunction 

Yeqing Xie1, Wuhua Jiang1, Qiwen Xie 1, Jiarui Xu1, Bo Shen1, Chunsheng Wang2, Zhe Luo3, Xiaoqiang Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, 2Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, 
Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, 3Department of Critical Care Medicine, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 

 
Background: Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) related to cardiac surgery is one of the common complications of cardiac 
surgery. Preoperative angiography helps to evaluate heart disease, but it may increase the risk of AKI. Although with 
the progress of surgical technology, more and more patients with preoperative renal dysfunction can undergo cardiac 
surgery, there is little research on the impact of angiography on postoperative AKI in these patients. This study explores 
whether angiography will increase the risk of AKI after cardiac surgery in patients with preoperative renal dysfunction 
(15≤eGFR<60 ml/min/1.73m2). 
 
Methods: Retrospectively enrolled patients with preoperative renal dysfunction (15≤eGFR<60 ml/min/1.73m2) who 
underwent angiography and cardiac surgery from January 2015 to December 2020. The main outcome was 
postoperative AKI (KDIGO criteria). Univariate analysis and multivariate regression were used to determine the 
relationship between the timing of angiography and AKI. 
 
Results: A total of 888 patients with preoperative renal dysfunction (15≤eGFR<60 ml/min/1.73m2) were continuously 
enrolled. The incidence of AKI was 48.31%. Male (OR=1.903), interval between angiography and surgery (0-2d 
OR=2.161; 3-6d OR=3.291), and aortic cross-clamping time (OR=1.009) were considered as predictors of AKI. In 
patients with 15≤eGFR<30ml/min/1.73m2, the interval between angiography and surgery was also associated with AKI 
(0-2d OR=4.826; 3-6d OR=5.252), 30≤eGFR<45ml/min/1.73m2 (0-2d OR=2.952; 3-6d OR=3.677), but not associated 
with AKI in patients with 45≤eGFR<60 ml/min/1.73m2. 
 
Conclusion: In patients with preoperative renal dysfunction, the interval between angiography and cardiac surgery (0-2d 
and 3-6d) is associated with AKI. For patients with poorer preoperative renal function, the interval between angiography 
and cardiac surgery is very worthy of attention. 
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Serum DcR3 as a New Predictor of Renal Outcomes in Patients With Sepsis-Associated Acute Kidney Injury 

Kuo-Hua Lee1, Shuo-Ming Ou1, Wei-Cheng Tseng1, Ming-Tsun Tsai1, Der-Cherng Tarng1 

1Taipei Veterans General Hospital 
 
Introduction: 
Decoy receptor 3 (DcR3), also known as tumor necrosis factor receptor superfamily member 6B (TNFRSF6B), is 
implicated in the severity of several conditions, including sepsis, ARDS, and hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome. 
While serum DcR3 levels in septic patients show a positive correlation with markers like CRP, IL-6, and procalcitonin, 
its elevated levels have been linked to unfavorable outcomes in ARDS patients. However, its role in sepsis-associated 
acute kidney injury (SA-AKI) remains largely unexplored. This study sought to elucidate the influence of DcR3 on the 
outcomes of SA-AKI patients. 
 
Methods: 
A single-center prospective cohort study was initiated, encompassing patients with SA-AKI necessitating renal 
replacement therapy (RRT) in intensive care units (ICU) between 2018 and 2019. During hospitalization, demographic 
and laboratory details were documented, and blood samples were taken before RRT onset to assess DcR3 via ELISA 
assay. Concurrently, we engaged the THP-1 cell line, exposing it to 100ng/ml LPS stimulation for 24 hours, to analyze 
mRNA levels of TNFRSF6B and related inflammatory cytokines. SiRNA was utilized to ascertain the impact of DcR3 
blockade following LPS stimulation. 
 
Results: 
The study integrated 114 SA-AKI patients, yielding an overall survival rate of 54%. No significant association emerged 
between serum DcR3 levels and mortality in SA-AKI patients. Nonetheless, among survivors, elevated DcR3 levels 
were linked to an increased likelihood of long-term dialysis dependency (HR: 1.060, 95% CI: 1.018-1.103, P=0.004). 
Moreover, LPS stimulation elevated mRNA levels of TNFRSF6B and inflammatory cytokines (IL-1, IL-6, TNF-a) in 
THP-1 cells, but these effects were counteracted by SiRNA, suggesting that DcR3's role as a precursor in sepsis-induced 
cytokine synthesis and its association with intensified kidney failure severity. 
 
Conclusion: 
Higher serum DcR3 levels in SA-AKI patients might predispose them to an increased risk of long-term dialysis 
dependency. Given its primary role in cytokine storms, targeting DcR3 presents a promising immunomodulatory avenue 
for managing SA-AKI. 

Clinical characteristics Renal recovery (n=26) Dialysis dependent (n=26) P value 

Age, yrs 65.77±21.68 73.24±14.86 0.109 

APACHE II score 22.77±7.32 25.93±7.41 0.058 

DcR3, ng/ml 20.28±13.49 41.02±41.79 <0.001 

Length of hospital stay, day 49.39±55.83 38.42±33.97 0.223 

Figure on following page 
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An analysis of kidney injury in ovarian cancer 

Amar Ranjan1, Harshita Dubey1, Pranay Tanwar1, Monika Jain2 

1AIIMS, Delhi, 2Interfaith Medical Center, NY 

 
Introduction: 
Cancer of the female genital organs is one of the causes of obstructive hydronephrosis (1). The aim of this study is to 
find a predictive biomarker of the development of nephropathy in ovarian cancer. 
HDUN and cyst development in the ovary 
 
Method: 
In a retrospective study, we explored 123 cases of ovarian cancer for the development of nephropathy that were 
managed at our hospital. We tried to get a predictive biomarker for its development by using denominators such as 
pretherapy serum levels of HE4, CA125, stage of cancer, and glomerular nitration rate (GFR) at presentation and 
recurrence. The mean values of serum levels of HE4 and CA125 were used. 
Hematological parameters such as hemoglobin (Hb), total leukocyte count (TLC), and platelet counts were also 
analyzed, although no significant correlation could be established. 
 
Result: 
We got 17 (13.8%) cases of ovarian cancer that developed nephropathy presenting as 12 (9.7%) cases of 
hydroureteronephrosis (HDUN) and 5 (4%) cases of a simple cyst. CA125 was increased in 11/12 and 5/5 cases 
respectively. HE4 was increased in 11/12 cases of HDNU and 5/5 cases of the cyst. HDUN was found in the advanced 
stage (stage III & IV) in 11/15 (73.3%) of cases; the simple cyst was also seen more in the advanced stage in 4/5 (80%) 
of cases. Recurrence of ovarian cancer was seen in 8/12 (66.6%) cases with HDUN and 3/5 (60%) cases of the cyst. The 
average GFR was 93.61 mL/min in HDUN and 84.5 mL/min in cyst cases. 
 
Conclusion: 
The development of nephropathy was associated more with the advanced stage of ovarian cancer. Recurrence was seen 
in 8/12 (66.6%) of cases with HDNU and 3/5 (60%) of cases with renal cysts. To find a predictive biomarker for the 
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development of neuropathy, a larger cohort is needed, which I couldn’t see in the available literature, especially 
nephropathy in association with ovarian cancer. 
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Prospective Validation of the PERSEVERE-II AKI Model for Acute Kidney Injury Prediction in Pediatric 
Septic Shock 

Natalja L Stanski1, Stuart L Goldstein1 

1Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center 
 
Background: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a frequent complication of sepsis that is associated with poor outcomes. The 
treatment of sepsis-associated AKI (SA-AKI) is supportive, with no known effective therapies. Early identification of 
patients at highest risk for severe SA-AKI could facilitate targeted employment of kidney protective strategies and 
enrich future clinical trials. We have previously derived a multi-biomarker pediatric SA-AKI model (the PERSEVERE-
II AKI Model) that predicted Day 3 (D3) severe SA-AKI with impressive test characteristics (AUC 0.95, 95%CI 0.92-
0.98, sensitivity 92%, specificity 89%). We sought to prospectively validate this tool in a separate cohort. 
 
Methods: Secondary analysis of a prospective study of patients aged 0-25 admitted to 11 PICUs with septic shock from 
3/19 to 12/22. Subjects were excluded if they had missing data, died before D3, or had CKD without known baseline 
serum creatinine (SCr) (n=63). The PERSEVERE biomarkers (C-C chemokine ligand 3, granzyme B [GZMB], heat 
shock protein 70 kD 1B [HSPA1B], IL-8 and matrix metallopeptidase 8) were measured on Day 1 (D1) and combined 
with platelet count to assign a PERSEVERE-II mortality probability. D1 KDIGO AKI Stage, PERSEVERE-II mortality 
probability, GZMB, HSPA1B and IL-8 levels were subsequently used to assign a D3 severe AKI probability (Figure 1). 
The performance of this model was assessed and compared to D1 context-free SCr elevation. 
 
Results: Among 363 subjects, 79 (22%) suffered D3 severe SA-AKI. The PERSEVERE-II AKI Model (Figure 1) 
predicted D3 severe SA-AKI with an AUC of 0.89 (95%CI 0.85-0.93), sensitivity 77% (95%CI 66-86), specificity 88% 
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(95%CI 84-92), PPV 65% (95%CI 54-74), and NPV 93% (89-96). Compared to subjects with D1 AKI by SCr (n=152), 
those predicted to have D3 severe SA-AKI by the model (n=94) had higher incidence of D3 severe SA-AKI (65% vs. 
45%, p=0.003) and renal replacement therapy use (40% vs 26%, p=0.021), and lower rates of renal recovery from early 
AKI (37% vs 53%, p=0.019). Finally, the model performance was superior to that of degree of D1 SCr elevation above 
baseline (AUC 0.89 [95%CI 0.85-0.93] vs. 0.82 [95%CI 0.76-0.88], p=0.004). 
 
Conclusion: We have prospectively validated the PERSEVERE-II SA-AKI Model for prediction of D3 severe SA-AKI 
in pediatric septic shock. The vital next step to translating this tool to the bedside is timely biomarker availability. 
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Cystatin C Has the Potential to Enhance the Practicality of the Kidney Functional Reserve Test in Real-Life 
Scenarios 

Camila Eleuterio Rodrigues1, Amy Y Au1, Daniel Rebello1, Jonathan Erlich1, Zoltan Endre1 

1University of New South Wales - Prince of Wales Clinical School, Hospital das Clinicas da Faculdade de Medicina da 
Universidade de Sao Paulo 

 
The Kidney Functional Reserve (KFR) test quantifies the capacity of the kidneys to increase filtration in response to 
stress and allow the identification of individuals at risk of Acute Kidney Injury (AKI). KFR is measured by assessing 
the glomerular filtration rate (GFR) before and after a stimulus, usually a protein meal. Unstimulated and stimulated 
GFR are usually evaluated by clearance measurements, such as nuclear medicine or creatinine clearance (CrCl). 
However, clearance measurement is cumbersome and limit the clinical utility of the test. Cystatin C estimated GFR 
(CysC-eGFR) can be equivalent to measured clearance methods in the determination of KFR in people with chronic 
kidney disease. The ideal method to perform sample collection is also complex, most protocols suggesting a fasting 
period before the test and animal data suggesting that a low-protein diet one day before would be needed to enhance 
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results. This study aims to compare CysC-eGFR-based KFR with CrCl-based GFR in real-life scenarios, including 
patients admitted the day before the surgery, and to assess the need for low-protein diet and fasting before the test. 
 
Participants undergoing cardiac surgery (n=16), kidney surgery (n=12) and healthy volunteers (n=4) performed a KFR 
test by the measurement of CrCl and plasma cystatin C levels before and after the ingestion of a shake containing 
1.5g/kg powdered whey protein. Twelve tests were conducted after one day of low-protein diet and 12h fasting, 10 tests 
after normal diet and 12h fasting and 10 tests after normal diet and 3 hours fasting. Stimulated GFR was assessed hourly 
for 5 hours after the protein meal. Creatinine and cystatin C levels were performed using a clinical chemistry analyser 
(Konelab, Thermo™). Mixed models with repeated measures were used to assess GFR over the time. 
 
CysC-eGFR based KFR was shown to be more consistent than CrCl based KFR. Plasma levels of CysC were increased 
at the first hour after protein ingestion, earlier than the 2-3h usually reported for CrCl. CrCl did not show a sustained 
increase in GFR after protein meal in the patients evaluated. Different techniques of KFR measurement had no influence 
in the trajectory of CysC-eGFR or CrCl (Figure 1). 
 
CysC-eGFR based KFR is easier to perform than measured clearance methods and seems to be feasible in real-life 
scenarios even in the absence of extensive preparation before the test. 
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Dysmagnesemia association with acute kidney disease among critically ill patients with acute kidney injury 

Supawadee Suppadungsuk1, Charat Thongprayoon1, Nasrin Nikravangolsefid1, Waryaam Signh1, Wisit 
Cheungprasitporn1, Yue Dong1, Kianoush Kashani1 

1Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA 

 
Background: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is common in the hospital and is associated with increased mortality and 
morbidity, with even more dire consequences in case of AKI transition to Acute kidney disease (AKD). Serum 
magnesium, an intracellular cation, plays a vital role in cell functions and involves mineral bone and vascular 
calcification. Low serum magnesium levels have been linked to endothelial dysfunction, atherosclerosis, and 
inflammation, with a decline in renal function and increased risk of death in CKD and hemodialysis patients. This study 
aims to assess the significance of various magnesium level derangements as a risk factor for progression to AKD in AKI 
critically ill patients. 
 
Methods: This retrospective study was conducted among patients with AKI admitted to the intensive care units at Mayo 
Clinic from January 2007 to December 2017. Serum magnesium levels among patients with AKI were categorized into 
four groups: <1.7, 1.7-1.9, 1.9-2.1, 2.1-2.3, and >2.3 mg/dL, respectively, with 1.9-2.1 mg/dL as the reference. AKD 
was defined as AKI that persisted more than seven days after the AKI onset. Binary logistic regression was used to 
evaluate the independent association between serum magnesium levels and AKD. 
 
Results: Among 20,139 critically ill patients with AKI, the mean age was 66±16 years, and 57.3% were male. The mean 
serum magnesium at AKI onset was 1.9±0.4 mg/dl. The incidence of AKD was 31.2%. The highest AKD rate was 
70.7% in magnesium levels at 1.7-1.9 mg/dl. At magnesium levels <1.7, 1.9-2.1, 2.1-2.3, and >2.3 mg/dL, AKD 
occurred 30.8%, 28.2%, 30.7%, and 40.9% respectively. In multivariable analysis, serum magnesium levels were 
associated with increased risk of AKD with Odds ratio of 1.17 (95% CI 1.06-1.28), 1.14 (95%CI 1.02-1.27), and 1.61 
(95% CI 1.44-1.88) when magnesium levels <1.7, 2.1-2.3, and >2.3 mg/dL, respectively. 
 
Conclusion: Hypomagnesemia (<1.7 mg/dL) and hypermagnesemia (> 2.1 mg/dL) during AKI are associated with 
higher AKD rates. Future trials are required to assess the role of magnesium level correction as a modifiable risk factor 
for AKD 
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Prognostic Nutritional Index as a Predictive Marker for Acute Kidney Injury in the Adult Critical Illness 
Population: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis 

Jia-Jin Chen1, Tao-Han Lee2, Chih-Hsiang Chang1, Cheng-Chia Lee1, Ming-Jen Chan1, Yen-Ta Huang3 

1Nephrology Department, Chang Gung Memorial Hospital, Linkou, Taiwan, 2Chansn Hospital, Taoyuan City, Taiwan, 
3Department of Surgery, National Cheng Kung UniversityHospital, College of Medicine, National Cheng 
KungUniversity, Tainan, Taiwan 
 
Background: 
The Prognostic Nutritional Index (PNI), integrating nutrition and inflammation markers, has been increasingly 
recognized as a prognostic predictor in diverse patient cohorts. Recently, its effectiveness as a predictive marker for 
Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) in various clinical settings has garnered attention. This study aims to assess the predictive 
capability of PNI for AKI in critically ill populations through systematic review and meta-analysis. 
 
Methods: 
The study focused on an adult critical illness population assessed for PNI with AKI development as the outcome. A 
systematic review was conducted using databases: MEDLINE, EMBASE, PubMed, and CNKI up to August 2023. 
Included trials reported the PNI cutoff point and its predictive capacity for AKI. Data on study characteristics, subgroup 
covariates and diagnostic performance of PNI, including sensitivity, specificity, and event rates, were extracted. 
Diagnostic test accuracy meta-analysis was performed. Subgroup analyses, and meta-regression were utilized to 
investigate heterogeneity. The GRADE framework evaluated the confidence in the meta-analysis's evidence. 
 
Results: 
The analysis encompassed 16 studies with 17 separate cohorts, totaling 21,239 patients. The pooled sensitivity and 
specificity of PNI for AKI prediction were 0.67 (95% CI 0.58–0.74) and 0.74 (95% CI 0.67–0.80), respectively. The 
pooled positive likelihood ratio was 2.49 (95% CI 1.99–3.11), and the negative likelihood ratio was 0.46 (95% CI 0.37–
0.56). The pooled diagnostic odds ratio (DOR) was 5.54 (95% CI 3.80–8.07), with an SROC indicating a pooled 
diagnostic accuracy of 0.76. Subgroup analysis showed that PNI's sensitivity was higher in medical versus surgical 
populations (0.72 vs. 0.55; p < 0.05) and in studies excluding CKD patients compared to those including them (0.75 vs. 
0.56; p < 0.01). Overall, diagnostic performance was superior in the non-CKD group. 
 
Conclusion: 
PNI serves as an effective tool for identifying patients at low risk for AKI development, particularly in non-CKD 
populations. 

Figure on following page 
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Standardized Approach to Reduce Fluid Overload 

Andrew Hopwood1, Stefan Malin1, Michelle Starr1, Katie Hughes1, Tina Schade Willis1 

1Riley Hospital for Children 

 
Purpose: Fluid overload, the pathologic state of positive fluid balance, is common in the pediatric intensive care unit 
(PICU) and independently associated with poor outcomes. Despite the importance of eliminating unnecessary variation 
in fluid balance assessment and administration, there is a lack of quality improvement based processes to measure and 
assess fluid balance in critically ill children. We sought to implement a fluid management strategy to standardize 
measurement and assessment of fluid balance and fluid administration in the PICU. This important first step is needed 
as a foundation for targeting optimal fluid balance and mitigating harmful effects of fluid overload. 
 
Methods: Our aim is adherence to four components (process measures) of the fluid management strategy in ≥50% of 
PICU patients. These include: 1) creation and implementation of a fluid balance dashboard, 2) documented daily 
weights on all PICU patients, 3) fluid balance discussed on rounds daily, and 4) active total IV fluid order for patients 
receiving continuous IV fluids. We are using PDSA cycles to implement, track, and improve compliance to each 
measure. 
 
Summary of results: 160 PICU patient encounters were reviewed from May-November 2023. Compliance with the fluid 
management strategy has been ≥50% since September 2023 (Figure 1). The center lines for each process measure are: 

47



 
 

AKI & CRRT 2024 ABSTRACTS 

100% patients on fluid balance dashboard, 80% documented daily weights, 60% fluid balance reported on rounds, and 
70% with an active total IV fluid order. Documentation of daily weights has shown the most variation, though 
compliance remains adequate with a center line of 80%. Updating our PICU admission order set to include a total IV 
fluid order for all admissions has led to sustained improvement in active total IV fluid orders from 30%-70% to 90%-
100%. 
 
Conclusions reached: We achieved our aim of ≥50% compliance with our fluid management strategy since September 
2023. Our next PDSA cycles will address compliance with total IV fluid orders and work to address barriers. Future 
work will involve daily utilization of the fluid balance dashboard to evaluate each patient’s cumulative fluid balance and 
highlight patients with likely pathologic fluid balance that may require intervention. 
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Healthcare Professional Perspectives on Creatinine During Critical Illness 

John Prowle1, Ayah Mekhaimar1, Giada Azzopardi1 

1Royal London Hospital, Barts Health NHS Trust 
 
Purpose 
Creatinine remains the standard biomarker for assessing kidney function, but its reliability in acute illness is limited by 
non-steady state conditions, reduced creatinine generation, and altered volume of distribution. This study aimed to 
evaluate healthcare professionals' ability to interpret kidney function based on creatinine values within theoretical 
critical care scenarios. 
 
Methods 
Twelve hypothetical clinical scenarios, reflective of typical critical care patients, were developed. Each scenario 
detailed demographics, comorbidity, acute condition, and 7-day clinical course. A kinetic model was used to predict the 
trajectory of serum creatinine based on physiological principles, expected alterations in muscle mass, underlying 
glomerular filtration rate (GFR) and fluid balance. The study was created in the form of an online survey and distributed 
through social media and healthcare professional networks in critical care nephrology. 
 
Results 
Out of a total of 103 respondents, 100 actively participated in the survey, representing 16 countries; 43 (43%) were 
attending grade and 74 (74%) worked primarily in critical care medicine. Over the first 7-days of all twelve scenarios, in 
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only 43% of days did participants correctly estimate the true GFR category (< 5, 5-14, 15–29, 30-44, 45–59, 60–90 or 
>90ml.min-1.1.73m-2) from the modelled creatinine trajectory. Similarly, on 63.5% of days, respondents correctly 
adjudicated the presence or absence of a fall in GFR compatible with AKI stages 1-3 (33%, 50% or 66% GFR decrease 
from baseline). At discharge from critical care (scenario range 12-42 days), only 20.8% of participants accurately 
predicted the true GFR category from the modelled creatinine at that time point. 
 
Conclusion 
Within a group of largely expert clinicians with an interest in critical care nephrology, there was great variation in the 
estimation of underlying kidney function based on provided creatinine values. This may be due to difficulty 
simultaneously accounting for non-steady state conditions and acute alterations in creatinine generation and distribution. 
Notably, prolonged critical illness is associated with significant sustained muscle wasting, substantially reducing 
creatinine production and participants were particularly poor at estimating underlying GFR at discharge from provided 
creatinine values. These findings highlight the need for alternative, unbiased measures of kidney function during and 
after critical illness. 
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Acute Kidney Injury from Isolated IgG4-related Infiltrative Kidney Disease, A Case Report 

Phatadon Sirivongrangson1, Kittisak Weerapolchai1, Theerapong Lieworakul1, Nattachai Srisawat2 

1Somdech Phra Pinklao Hospital, 2Chulalongkorn University 

 
Background: IgG4-related disease (IgG4-RD) is a systemic disease which can involve nearly all organ. Renal 
involvement includes acute kidney injury from interstitial nephritis, membranous nephropathy and renal infiltrative 
lesion. Symptomatic IgG4-related kidney disease (IgG4-RKD) without extrarenal organ involvement is extremely rare 
condition. 
 
Case report: We reported a case of 48-year-old male with isolated renal IgG4-RD presented with abdominal pain. His 
laboratory investigation showed acute kidney injury, proteinuria and hypoalbuminemia. Whole abdominal CT scan 
showed infiltrative lesions at both kidneys and ureters with hydronephrosis. His kidney biopsy revealed lymphocytic 
and plasma cell infiltration, 82 plasma cell/HPF, storiform fibrosis without obliterative phlebitis. After treatment with 
corticosteroid, he had improvement of renal function and had remission of the infiltrative lesion. 
 
Conclusion: Isolated renal IgG4-RD is rare and can be difficult to diagnosed. The disease can be present as acute 
interstitial nephritis, glomerular disease, retroperitoneal fibrosis, and rarely mass or infiltrative lesions. The disease 
likely to response well to corticosteroid; thus, the diagnosis shall not be delayed. The delayed diagnosis may lead to 
organ fibrosis and dysfunction. 

Figure on following page 
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Renal Recovery after Iodinated Contrast Administration in Patients with Acute Kidney Injury Requiring 
Dialysis 

Benjamin Khoo1, Gerald Lebovic2, Ron Wald3 

1Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Singapore, 2University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada, 3St Michael's Hospital, Toronto, 
ON, Canada 

 
Introduction 
Acute kidney injury (AKI) is common in critically ill patients, who often receive iodinated contrast media (ICM) for a 
variety of investigations and interventions. While ICM may be nephrotoxic, there is a knowledge gap regarding the 
effects of the receipt of ICM in patients with dialysis-requiring AKI (AKI-D). The administration of ICM to patients 
with severe AKI may cause further injury and delay kidney recovery. 
 
Methods 
We performed a retrospective cohort study that included all patients admitted to St Michael’s Hospital, in Toronto, 
Canada with AKI-D from January 2007 to December 2022. Patients who died during the index hospitalization, who had 
premorbid estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR) < 15ml/min/1.73m2, had missing premorbid serum creatinine 
(sCr) and whose admission sCr was greater than 200µmol/L, or whose dialysis was initiated at another site were 
excluded. Research Ethics Board of Unity Health Toronto approved the study. 
The primary exposure was the receipt of any form of ICM within 2 weeks of commencing acute dialysis. The primary 
outcome of our study was dialysis dependence at hospital discharge. Secondary outcomes included discharge eGFR, 
change in eGFR and dialysis duration. The association between the exposure and primary outcome was evaluated with 
logistic regression and inverse probability weighting using the propensity score for the receipt of ICM. 
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Results 
Of the 1597 patients with AKI-D who underwent dialysis at SMH, 663 patients died during the hospital admission. 792 
patients who survived to hospital discharge were included. Patients who received ICM were younger (60.1 vs 63.1, 
p=0.013) and more likely to experience an intensive care stay (89.7% vs 69.6%, p<0.001). 67 out of 223 (30.0%) of 
patients who received ICM were discharged on dialysis compared with 191 out of 569 (33.6%) patients who did not 
receive ICM (p = 0.39). 
After weighting for the propensity score of receiving contrast, patients who received ICM were not more likely to be 
dialysis-dependent at hospital discharge (Odds Ratio 1.39, 95% CI 0.92-2.05). The results were consistent across pre-
defined subgroups and in sensitivity analyses. 
 
Conclusion 
Among critically ill patients with AKI-D, exposure to ICM did not associate with dialysis dependence at discharge. The 
enhanced diagnostic certainty and therapeutic benefits afforded by contrast-enhanced investigations and interventions 
should be prioritized over the theoretical risk of perpetuating AKI. 

 Iodinated Contrast (n = 223) No Iodinated Contrast (n = 569) All Patients (n = 792) P value 

Age – years 60.1 ± 13.5 63.1 ± 15.5 62.2 ± 15.0 0.013 

Male sex – no. (%) 152 (68.2) 376 (66.1) 528 (66.7) 0.635 

Prexisting DM - no. (%) 53 (23.8) 171 (30.1) 224 (28.3) 0.093 

Charlson Comorbidity Score - mean 2.52 ± 2.20 2.95 ± 2.49 2.83 ± 2.42 0.024 

Premorbid eGFR – ml/min/1.73m2 73.5 ± 28.8 68.9 ± 30.5 70.2 ± 30.1 0.051 

Admission serum Cr 247.4 ± 257.9 312.4 ± 315.8 294.1 ± 301.9 0.006 

Weight – kg 88.3 ± 26.5 84.7 ± 27.3 85.7 ± 27.1 0.136 

Cardiac Surgery – no. (%) 23 (10.3) 87 (15.3) 110 (13.9) 0.088 

Characteristics at RRT initiation     

Admitted to ICU at RRT initiation – no. (%) 200 (89.7) 396 (69.6) 596 (75.3) <0.001 

Mechanical ventilation – no. (%) 162 (75.0) 254 (44.7) 416 (53.1) <0.001 

Vasoactive support – no. (%) 146 (65.8) 227 (40.0) 373 (47.3) <0.001 

Cr at RRT initiation – µmol/L 454.7 ± 248.4 502.8 ± 266.2 489.2 ± 262.0 0.020 

SOFA score (mean) 13.6 ± 3.9 11.6 ± 4.4 12.2 ± 4.4 <0.001 

Initial dialysis modality – no. (%)    <0.001 

CRRT 84 / 223 (37.7) 104 / 566 (18.3) 188 / 792 (23.7)  
SLED 27 / 223 (12.1) 71 / 566 (12.5) 98 / 792 (12.4)  
IHD 112 / 223 (50.2) 394 / 566 (69.2) 506 / 792 (63.9)  
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39. Addition of Urine NGAL to Serum Creatinine Improves Prediction of Cefepime Clearance in Pediatric ICU 
Patients at High Risk of AKI 

Horace R Hambrick1, Michaela Collins1, Kelli Krallman1, Tomoyuki Mizuno2, Stuart L Goldstein1, Sonya Tang Girdwood2 

1Center for Acute Care Nephrology, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH, USA, 2Division of 
Translational and Clinical Pharmacology, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH, USA 
 
Background: Cefepime (FEP) is commonly used for empiric treatment of sepsis in the Pediatric ICU (PICU). FEP has 
renal clearance (CL), requiring dose-adjustment with changing kidney function, including AKI. Serum creatinine (SCr) 
is used to estimate glomerular filtration rate (eGFR), but elevations in tubular injury biomarkers such as neutrophil 
gelatinase-associated lipocalin (uNGAL) may precede SCr elevation. uNGAL is ordered in our PICU in patients at 
elevated risk of AKI based on a renal angina index (RAI, AKI risk score) of ≥8. It is unknown if uNGAL can predict 
changes in FEP CL before changes in SCr. We sought to determine if including uNGAL improved prediction of FEP 
CL in PICU patients at risk of AKI. 
 
Materials: We prospectively enrolled patients admitted to the PICU with RAI of ≥8, prescribed FEP, and not receiving 
extracorporeal therapy. FEP concentrations were measured from scavenged residual clinical blood samples. We 
analyzed FEP concentrations using pharmacokinetic (PK) modeling software (MwPharm++) and a pediatric FEP PK 
model to estimate FEP CL. We used linear regression to compare uNGAL, SCr-eGFR (defined by bedside Schwartz for 
patients <18 and by race-neutral CKD-EPI equations for patients ≥18), and SCr-defined AKI as predictors of FEP CL 
normalized to body surface area (BSA) before and after 48h post-PICU admission (b48h/a48h). 
 
Results: Twenty patients (mean 11.6y, 50% female) were included. Patients had 4-9 FEP concentrations; 15 (75%) had 
concentrations a48h. Twelve (60%) had SCr-defined AKI on PICU admission and 10 (50%) had elevated uNGAL using 
threshold of 150 ng/mL. In univariate analyses, SCr-eGFR was associated with FEP CL b48h (adjusted [a]r2=0.65) and 
a48h (ar2=0.67) (Figure 1a-b). uNGAL values were skewed so geometric inverse was used; 1/uNGAL was associated 
with FEP CL b48h (ar2=0.43) and a48h (ar2=0.50) (Figure 1c-d). In multivariable regression, combining SCr-eGFR and 
1/uNGAL improved model performance: ar2=0.69 b48h and 0.72 a48h. Elevated uNGAL was associated with a ~40% 
decrease in FEP CL after controlling for SCr-AKI. 
 
Conclusions: uNGAL concentrations at PICU admission are associated with decreased FEP CL b48h and a48h. 
Addition of uNGAL to SCr-eGFR may improve prediction of cefepime CL. 
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Effect on kidney function recovery guiding decongestion with VExUS in patients with cardiorenal syndrome 1, a 
randomized control trial 

Jonathan S Chavez-Iniguez1, Luz Alcantar-Vallin1, Paulo Islas-Rodriguez1, Guillermo Navarro-Blackaller1, Alejandro 
Martinez-Gallardo Gonzalez1, Juan Gómez-Fregoso1, Gonzalo Rodríguez-García1, Jahir Camacho-Guerrero1, Ramon 
Medina-Gonzalez1 

1Hospital Civil de Guadalajara 

 
Introduction: In cardiorenal syndrome type 1 (CRS1) vascular congestion is central to the pathophysiology of heart 
failure and thus a key target for management. The Venous Evaluation by Ultrasound System (VExUS) could guide 
decongestion effectively and thereby improve outcomes. 
Methods: In this randomized clinical trial, patients with CRS1 (i.e., increase in creatinine ≥0.3 mg/dL) were randomized 
to guide decongestion with VExUS compared to usual clinical evaluation. The primary endpoint was to assess kidney 
function recovery (KFR), and the key secondary endpoint was decongestion evaluated by physical examination and 
changes in brain natriuretic peptide (BNP) and CA-125. Exploratory endpoints included days of hospitalization and 
mortality. 
Results: From March 2022 to February 2023, a total of 140 patients were randomized 1:1 (70 in the VExUS and 70 in 
the Control group). KFR was not statistically different between groups. However, VExUS improved more than twice 
the odds to achieve decongestion (OR 2.6, 95% CI 1.9-3.0, p=0.01) and the odds to reach a decrease of BNP >30% (OR 
2.4; 95% CI 1.3-4.1, p = 0.01). The survival at 90 days, recongestion and CA-125 were similar between groups. 
Conclusion: In patients with CRS1, we observed that VExUS-guided decongestion did not improve the probability of 
KFR but improved the odds to achieve decongestion. 
Clinicaltrials.gov identifier: NCT05927285 
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The Effects of Sodium-Glucose Cotransporter-2 Inhibitor on Long-Term Outcomes in Post-Severe Acute Kidney 
Injury Survivors: Preliminary Analysis 

Anyarin Wannakittirat1, Veerapatr Nimkietkajorn2, Peerapat Thanapongsathorn3, Akarathep Leewongworasingh1, 
Khanittha Yimsangyad1, Nuttha Lumlertgul1, Sadudee Peerapornratana1, Somchai Eiam-Ong1, Yingyos Avihingsanon1, 
Nattachai Srisawat1 

1Division of Nephrology, Department of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, 2Department of Medicine, 
Buddhachinaraj Phitsanulok Hospital, 3Department of Medicine, Central Chest Institute 
 
Background: Currently, there is no specific treatment for post-acute kidney injury (AKI) survivors, and the role of 
sodium-glucose cotransporter-2 inhibitor (SGLT2i) in post AKI survivors is unestablished. 
 
Objective: To determine whether the SGLT2i can decrease 1-year Major Adverse Kidney Events (MAKE365) in post 
AKI setting. 
 
Methods: This multicenter randomized controlled trial was conducted at 3 tertiary care hospitals. AKI stage 2 and 3 
survivors (by KDIGO 2012 criteria), who were dialysis independence, and had at least an estimated glomerular filtration 
rate (eGFR) of 20 ml per minute per 1.73 m2 of body-surface area, were randomized into 2 groups treated with 
empagliflozin 10 mg/day or placebo for 1 year. The primary outcome was MAKE365 (defined as end-stage kidney 
disease, a sustained decrease in eGFR or doubling of serum creatinine for ≥50% from baseline, or death at 1 year). 
Results: Both groups were still blinded during the preliminary analysis. The study enrolled 188 patients, in this 
preliminary analysis only 99 patients (52 in group A and 47 in group B) completed 1 year follow up. Sixty percent of 
the patients were male in both groups, half of them had diabetes mellitus and 25% had chronic kidney disease. Median 
baseline eGFR was 75 and 72 ml/min/1.73 m2 in group A and B respectively. At 12-month follow up, 21 patients in 
group A and 27 patients in group B developed MAKE365 (40.0% vs. 57.0%, HR 1.55, 95% CI 0.87-2.75), p = 0.133). 
Death occurred in 15 percent and 6 percent in group A and B (HR 0.39, 95% CI 0.10-1.48) p = 0.167). 44 patients in 
each group had persistent renal dysfunction (85% vs. 94%, p = 0.155) 
 
Conclusion: In our preliminary result, there was no clear difference in renal and non-renal outcomes between groups. 
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Preventing gentamicin-induced acute kidney injury by oral pentoxifylline co-treatment; a randomized, placebo-
controlled, clinical trial 

Iman Karimzadeh1, Seyed Ruhollah Mousavinasab2, Zohreh Akhoundi-Meybodi3, Laleh Mahmoudi1 

1Department of Clinical Pharmacy, School of Pharmacy, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran. , 2Sina 
Hospital, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran. , 3Infectious Diseases Research Center, Shahid 
Sadoughi Hospital, Shahid Sadoughi University of Medical Sciences, Yazd, Iran. 

 
Background: 
The major Achilles' heel of aminoglycosides in current clinical practice is their adverse effects, most notably 
nephrotoxicity. The aim of the present clinical trial was to determine the possible nephroprotective effects of 
pentoxifylline against gentamicin-induced acute kidney injury (AKI) in patients with different infectious diseases. 
 
Method: 
We conducted a double-blinded, randomized clinical trials in non-critically ill patients with infectious diseases during 
14 months in three teaching hospitals in Iran. Eligible patients under gentamicin treatment were allocated into either 
placebo (400 mg three times a day orally) or pentoxifylline (400 mg three times a day orally) groups for 7 days. 
Demographic, clinical, laboratory, and therapeutic information of patients were recorded. Malondialdehyde (MDA) and 
tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-α) levels in serum were measured on days 0 and 7 of treatment. Gentamicin-induced 
AKI was defined as an increase in serum creatinine level by either more than 0.5 mg/dl or a 50% increase in serum 
creatinine level compared to baseline values. 
 
Results: 
Thirty patients in the placebo and 30 subjects in the pentoxifylline group completed the study. Except for urinary 
magnesium level, other demographic, clinical, and laboratory characteristics of patients were comparable at baseline 
between pentoxifylline and placebo groups. The incidence of gentamicin-induced AKI in the placebo group was 19.6 
times higher than that in the PTX group during the study (OR = 19.6, 95%CI=3.08–114.32; P value=0.001). In addition, 
the rate of acute tubular necrosis (ATN) at day 7 of gentamicin treatment in pentoxifylline group was significantly lower 
than that in the placebo group (10% and 56.7%, respectively; P value = 0.001). The mean± standard deviation time 
onset of ATN was 4.00±2.32 and 5.58±1.59 days in pentoxifylline and placebo recipients, respectively (P value < 
0.001). Significant decrease in serum levels of MDA and TNF-α in pentoxyfylline recipients compared to placebo group 
was identified at day 7 (P value < 0.001 for both indexes). Pentoxifylline was also well tolerated by all patients. 
 
Conclusion: 
This multicenter, randomized, placebo-controlled, clinical trial findings suggested that the co-administration of 400 mg 
pentoxyfylline orally three times daily along with gentamicin was both well-tolerated and effective in preventing the 
gentamicin-induced AKI in patients with different infectious diseases. 
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The Store-Operated Calcium Channel Inhibitor Auxora improves Renal Function Following Ischemia-Induced 
Acute Kidney Injury In Rats 

David P Basile1, Mahbub Ullah1, Alexander Lewis1, Jason A Collett1, Sudarshan Hebbar2, Kenneth A Stauderman2 

1Indiana University School of Medicine, 2CalciMedica, Inc 

 
Background: Activation of immune and vasoactive pathways are thought to contribute to the development of acute 
kidney injury (AKI). Both endothelial cells and CD4+ lymphocytes express the store-operated calcium channel Orai1 
and previous studies suggest that Orai1 activity contributes to activation of T-helper 17 cells in AKI of rats and humans. 
This study was conducted to evaluate the selective Orai1 store-operated calcium channel inhibitor Auxora (CM4620) on 
the development or recovery from AKI in a rat model of ischemia reperfusion injury. 
 
Methods: In study I, male Sprague-Dawley rats (~250-300 g), instrumented with chronic indwelling jugular catheters 
were subjected to bilateral renal ischemia (40 minutes) and reperfusion (I/R) or sham-surgery. Treatment of rats with 
intravenous infusion of Auxora (16 mg/kg over 4 hours) or placebo was initiated within 30 min I/R and GFR was 
evaluated 24 h post I/R by transcutaneous clearance of FITC-sinistrin. Study II evaluated recovery of renal function 
following established loss of GFR, determined by FITC-sinistrin clearance between 2-4 h post I/R. Rats were then 
randomized and Auxora or placebo treatment initiated at 6 hours post I/R and repeated at 24 and 48 hours. GFR was 
then evaluated at 72 h post I/R. 
 
Results: In study I, GFR was 0.81±0.11 ml/min/100g b.w in sham-controls and markedly reduced by 73% in placebo-
treated post I/R rats 24 h post I/R (0.22 ± 0.04 ml/min/100g). The reduction in GFR was significantly attenuated in 
Auxora-treated rats (0.35 ± 0.04 ml/min/100g b.w.; p<0.05 vs. placebo). In addition, the number of Th17 cells 
(CD4+/IL17+) was attenuated by approximately 50% in kidney of Auxora-treated rats vs. placebo (p<0.05). In study II, 
there was a reduction of GFR by about 50% between 2-4 h post-I/R rats vs. baseline; there was no difference in GFR 
prior to randomization (0.43±0.02 vs 0.39±0.05 ml/min/100g in placebo vs. Auxora, respectively). Importantly, GFR 
recovery was significantly greater in Auxora-treated animals vs. placebo controls (0.81±0.03 vs. 0.47±0.04 ml/min/100g 
in Auxora vs. placebo, respectively; p<0.001) 72 h following I/R. 
 
Conclusions: These data suggest Auxora has therapeutically beneficial effects in a rat model of AKI and can hasten 
recovery of renal function. The basis for improved function may relate to alterations in inflammation and/or improved 
vascular function. 
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Intravenous Administration of UNI-494 Ameliorates Acute Kidney Injury in Rat Model of Delayed Graft 
Function 

Satya Medicherla1, Guru Reddy1, Shalabh Gupta1 

1Unicycive Therapeutics, Inc. 

 
Introduction: There are no FDA approved drugs for the treatment of acute kidney injury (AKI), which affects 10-15% of 
hospitalized patients and often results in renal transplantation or lifelong dialysis. UNI-494 is a novel nicotinamide ester 
derivative and selective mitochondrial ATP-sensitive potassium channel activator that may be beneficial for several 
disease states, including AKI. We present results from a study evaluating the in vivo efficacy of intravenous (IV) UNI-
494 in the unilateral renal ischemia-reperfusion (I/R) rat model of AKI, which is a well-established model of delayed 
graft function (DGF) (Cavaille-Coll, 2013). 
 
Methods: Rats were anesthetized, the right kidney was removed, and I/R was induced by clamping the renal vessels in 
the left kidney for 30 minutes. UNI-494 was administered IV 30 minutes prior to I/R. After 24 hours of reperfusion in 
metabolic cages, blood samples were collected for serum creatinine (sCr) and BUN levels, and urinary samples were 
collected for ACR and NGAL. The clamped left kidney was collected and processed for histology for tubular injury 
scores. 
 
Results: In this study, I/R induced significant increases of sCr, BUN, ACR, NGAL, and proximal convoluted tubular 
injury scores in the vehicle treated I/R group vs No I/R sham group. A single IV dose of UNI-494 at 5 mg/kg/IV or 10 
mg/kg/IV reduced the kidney functional markers sCr, BUN, ACR, tubular injury marker (NGAL), and proximal tubular 
injury scores (all p<0.001, Figure 1). 
 
Conclusion: The results indicate that UNI-494 dose dependently prevented AKI markers in an AKI rat model and 
therefore is a potential candidate for the prevention of DGF and other AKI clinical conditions. 
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UNI-494 Phase I Safety, Tolerability and Pharmacokinetics: Trial in Progress 

Guru Reddy1, Sanjay Mourya1, Steve Hasal1, Shalabh Gupta1 

1Unicycive Therapeutics, Inc. 
 
Background: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a clinical syndrome defined by the sudden loss of kidney function, resulting 
in an inability to maintain electrolyte, acid-base and water balance. Currently, there are no effective treatments for AKI 
approved by the US Food and Drug Administration or the European Medicines Agency (EMA); management of the 
condition is primarily supportive. The most common cause of AKI was thought to be ischemia. However, more recently 
the focus has shifted from clinical causes to the underlying cellular processes inherent in these situations, in particular 
the dysfunction of mitochondria in AKI. UNI-494 is a novel nicotinamide ester derivative and selective mitochondrial 
ATP-sensitive potassium channel activator that improves mitochondrial function and may be beneficial for several 
disease states, including AKI. 
 
Methods: This is a single-center, double-blind, placebo-controlled, randomized single ascending dose (SAD) (Part 1) 
and multiple ascending dose (MAD) (Part 2) study in healthy male subjects and female subjects of non-childbearing 
potential. Part 1 will enroll up to approximately 40 subjects in 5 cohorts of 8 subjects each (randomized to a ratio of 6 
active and 2 placebo per cohort). There will be an interim decision meeting after each cohort/period, to review the 
safety, tolerability, and PK data up to 48 h post-dose in order to decide the dose level for the subsequent cohort. Part 2 
will enroll approximately 20 subjects in 2 cohorts of 10 subjects each, randomized to a ratio of 8 active treatment to 2 
placebo who will be dosed for 5 days. The dose level for the Part 2 Cohort 1 will be selected based on the safety, 
tolerability and PK data from Part 1. 
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Trauma of Origin- The Impact of Maternal Acute Kidney Injury on Progeny 

Rose Odum1, Michelle C Starr1, Christi Knight1, Allee Shaw1, David P Basile1, Danielle E Soranno1 

1Indiana University 
 
Purpose: Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) results in both short- and long-term systemic sequelae. The impact of AKI on 
future generations, however, has not been studied. Here, we investigate the impact that AKI in female mice has on their 
progeny. 
 
Methods: BLK/6J female mice underwent bilateral ischemia-reperfusion AKI. Control groups included sham operated 
mice and unmanipulated controls. To confirm that sufficient AKI had been obtained, serum BUN values were measured 
24hrs post-procedure. Two weeks after recovery, all mice underwent testing via transcutaneous Glomerular Filtration 
Rate (tGFR) to assess kidney function. They were then bred and allowed to deliver naturally. Serial measurements of 
progeny weight and length occurred at birth and then weekly through 42 days of age. 
 
Results: 
Weights (Figure 1A, 1B): At birth, male pups from AKI dams had lower weights than males born to control dams 
(p=0.02); whereas female pups had no significant changes across all groups. By day 7 all animals’ weights had “caught 
up” to their counterparts in other groups; this was present until around day 35 of life. For males by day 35, AKI weights 
had surpassed those in control and sham groups (p=0.04). This trend was not seen in females. 
 
Lengths (Figure 1C, 1D): At birth, males from AKI-dams were significantly shorter than males from control dams 
(p=0.005) while females from AKI-dams were significantly shorter than those from sham dams (p=0.01). Similar to the 
weight data, all animals “caught up” to their counterparts by day 7 of life. At day 42, however, both males and females 
born to AKI-dams surpassed animals in other groups in length (p=0.0002 in males and p=0.04 in females). 
 
Body Mass Composition and tGFR: Progeny underwent body mass composition and tGFR measurements prior to 
sacrifice. There were no significant findings across groups for body composition or tGFR in both males and females. 
 
Conclusion: The anthropometrics of the progeny were also significantly impacted at the time of birth. Growth was more 
impacted in males than females. Throughout the study, progeny from post-AKI dams did obtain “catch up” growth with 
sham and control progeny. Further studies are needed to elucidate any other sequelae in the progeny, such as 
neurocognitive deficits, nephron endowment, and ability to recover from episodes of AKI. 
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Urinary Angiopoietin-2 Levels are Associated with Risk of Adverse Kidney Outcomes in the Intensive Care Unit 

Zoie A Bailey1, Jordan J Lo1, Ayesha Khader1, Julia Hallowell1, Sarah L Speckmaier1, Leila R Zelnick1, Ian B 
Stanaway1, W C Liles1, Pavan K Bhatraju1 

1University of Washington 

 
Background: Previous studies have shown that elevated plasma concentrations of angiopoietin-2 (Ang-2) are strongly 
associated with the development and progression of acute kidney injury (AKI). However, it is less known whether Ang-
2 is present in urine and whether urinary Ang-2 (uAng-2) concentrations are prognostic for kidney-associated outcomes. 
 
Objective: To understand the association of uAng-2 with the development of AKI, renal replacement therapy (RRT), 
and mortality in the intensive care unit (ICU). 
 
Methods: We analyzed 192 ICU participants with and without AKI enrolled from three hospitals affiliated with the 
University of Washington (Seattle, WA) from March 2020 to May 2021. AKI was defined as an increase in serum 
creatinine (SCr) during hospitalization ≥ 0.3 mg/dl or 50% from a baseline SCr, consistent with KDIGO guidelines. 
Urinary and plasma samples were collected to measure Ang-2 by immunoassay using the MesoScale Discovery 
platform. Participants were stratified into tertiles (n=64) based on uAng-2 concentrations normalized to urine creatinine, 
then a log-linear regression was used to determine the risk of AKI, RRT, and mortality. 
 
Results: Among 192 participants (65% men, average age 54.6 years) 44% developed AKI during hospitalization, 12% 
received RRT, and 35% died. After adjusting for demographics and comorbidities, tertile 3 (highest uAng-2) individuals 
were more likely to develop AKI (1.21; 95% CI, 1.08 to 1.35, P=0.001) or die during hospitalization (1.65; 95% CI, 
1.02 to 2.67, P=0.041) compared to tertile 1 (lowest uAng-2). Participants in tertile 2 had no significant difference in 
risk of AKI or mortality compared to tertile 1. Although more individuals in tertile 3 received RRT, the differences were 
non-significant. Urinary Ang-2 was minimally correlated with plasma Ang-2 (r=0.28). 
 
Conclusion: Elevated uAng-2 concentrations are associated with the development of AKI during hospitalization and 
hospital mortality. The minimal correlation between plasma and urine Ang-2 indicates the need for further research to 
identify the source of uAng2. 
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The Incidence and Risk Factors for Acute Kidney Injury During Colistin Therapy 

MUN JANG1, Yaerim Kim2, Wooyoung Pakr2, Kyubok Jin2, Seungyeup Han2, Jinhyuk Paek2 

1Yemidam Hospital, 2Department of Internal Medicine, Keimyung University School of Medicine. 

 
Introduction: Colistin is an important antibiotic in the treatment of multidrug resistant organisms such as Acinetobacter 
baumannii and Pseudomonas aeruginosa, but acute kidney injury (AKI) due to nephrotoxicity is still a problem. 
Methods: We retrospectively analyzed 96 patients with the use of colistin during hospitalization between 2021 and 
2022. AKI was determined according to the serum creatinine criteria of the Kidney Disease: Improving Global 
Outcomes (KDIGO) classification. AKI stage 2 or 3 were classified as severe AKI and AKI recovery was defined as 
return of serum creatinine to below 1.5 times the baseline level. 
Results: The mean age at hospitalization was 68.7 ± 11.8 years and the mean length of hospital stay was 55.7 ± 57.5 
days. Most common cause of using colistin was pneumonia (59.4%), main microorganism was Acinetobacter baumannii 
(72.9%), and representative concomittent nephrotoxic drug was vancomycin (54.2%). AKI occurred in 58 (60.4%) of 
the 96 patients. Based on KDIGO classification, 34 (58.6%) patients were stage 1, 17 (29.3%) were stage 2 and 7 
(12.1%) were stage 3. The dose of colistin was significantly higher in severe AKI group than non-severe AKI group 
(345.6 ± 158.5 mg vs 286.6 ± 74.5 mg, p = 0.017). AKI recovery occurred in 15 (25.9%) of the 58 patients. CRP was 
significantly lower in AKI recovery group than non-recovery group (3.2 ± 5.4 vs 10.5 ± 10.0, p = 0.001). In multivariate 
analysis, the independent risk factors for colistin-induced severe AKI were higher dose of colistin (HR, 1.005; 95% CI, 
1.003-1.008; p < 0.001) and identification of Pseudomonas aeruginosa (HR, 2.746; 95% CI, 1.176-6.416; p = 0.020). 
Conclusion: The incidence of severe AKI was higher when the dose of colistin was higher or Pseudomonas aeruginosa 
was identified. We should pay attention to the appropriate dose of colistin and the risk factors of AKI for prevention of 
colistin-induced AKI. 

Variables Exp. 95% C.I. P 

P.Aeruginosa 2.741 1.176-6.416 0.020 

Colistin dose 1.005 1.003-1.008 < 0.001 
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Serum creatinine ratio as predictor of patient-centered long-term outcome after cardiac surgery 
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1Radboudumc Nijmegen, Dept Intensive Care Medicine, 2AM-Pharma, 3Cleveland Clinics, Intensive Care and 
Resuscitation, 4Boston Strategic Partners, 5University of Munster, Institute of Biostatistics and Clinical Research, 
6University of Munster, Dept. of Anesthesiology, Intensive Care and Pain Medicine 

Introduction: 
Acute kidney injury (AKI) in patients undergoing cardiac surgery relate to the development of major adverse kidney 
events up to day 90 (MAKE90). We tested whether the serum creatinine ratio (sCrRatio), defined as the ratio between 
the highest serum creatinine in the first five post-operative days and the pre-operative measurement, can predict major 
adverse kidney events up to day 90 (MAKE90). 
Methods: 
A development cohort and an external validation cohort with patients undergoing cardiac surgery were investigated. 
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Results: 
In the development cohort (n=6576), 54.2% of patients developed AKI by post-operative Day 5 using the kidney 
disease global outcomes (KDIGO) criteria, and in the validation cohort (n=554) this was 28.4%. The cut-off value 
(where sensitivity was equal to specificity) for sCrRatio was 1.25 in the development cohort. The incidence of 
MAKE90 in the development cohort was 16.7% and in the validation cohort 24.4%. In the development cohort, the 
positive and negative predictive value (PPV and NPV (95% Confidence Interval)) for patients with AKI to develop 
MAKE90 were 25% (23-26) and 92% (91-93), for sCrR higher than cut-off they were 33% (31-35) and 90% (90-91). In 
the validation cohort they were 42% (34-51) and 83% (79-88) and 47% (38-54) and 81% (2.37-6.03), respectively. 
Conclusion: 
Calculation of the sCrRatio is simple and identifies patients at risk for meeting the MAKE criteria 90 days after cardiac 
surgery. 
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Cardiovascular and Mortality Benefits of Glucagon-Like Peptide-1 Analogues in Diabetic Patients Undergoing 
Acute Dialysis 
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Background: Glucagon-like Peptide-1 Analogues (GLP-1a) have demonstrated efficacy in cardiovascular (CV) 
outcomes. However, previous studies have excluded patients with advanced kidney disease and those undergoing 
dialysis, despite the eminent CV risk in this population. 
 
Purpose: This study aims to investigate the benefits of GLP-1a in patients undergoing dialysis due to kidney injury. 
 
Methods: A cohort of diabetic patients undergoing acute dialysis was identified from the TriNetX global database. 
Through propensity-score matching, two groups of patients treated with either GLP-1a or insulin were created for a 
head-to-head comparison. Kaplan-Meier Analyses, Log-Rank Tests, and Hazard Ratio Tests were utilized to compare 
outcomes, focusing on mortality and major adverse cardiovascular events (MACE), including acute myocardial 
infarction, coronary artery bypass, cardiac arrest, cerebral infarction, and nontraumatic intracerebral hemorrhage. 
Subgroup analyses were conducted to assess the benefits of initiating GLP-1a therapy during acute dialysis. 

 KDIGO-AKI sCrRatio KDIGO-AKI sCrRatio 
To predict MAKE90: (development) (development) (validation) (validation) 

Sensitivity 78% (75-80%) 70% (67-73%) 53% (43-63%) 42% (34-51%) 
Specificity 52% (50-53%) 67% (66-68%) 77% (72-81%) 84% (79-88%) 

Positive Likelyhood Ratio 1.61 (1.55-1.68) 2.11 (2.00-2.23) 2.26 (1.72-2.96) 2.61 (1.87-3.63) 
Negative Likelyhood Ratio 0.43 (0.39-0.48) 0.45 (0.41-0.49) 0.61 (0.50-0.76) 0.69 (0.59-0.81) 
Positive Predictive Value 25% (23-26%) 33% (31-35%) 42% (34-51%) 47% (38-55%) 
Negative Predictive Value 92% (91-93%) 90% (90-91%) 83% (79-88%) 81% (79-84%) 

Accuracy 56% (55-57%) 67% (66-75%) 71% (66-75%) 73% (69-78%) 
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Results: Out of 23,028 diabetic patients undergoing acute dialysis, 671 patients were included in each propensity-
matched group treated with either GLP-1a or insulin. GLP-1a use during acute dialysis was associated with a reduced 
risk of mortality (hazard ratio [HR] = 0.62, 95% confidence interval [CI] = 0.47-0.83) and MACE (HR = 0.67, 95% CI 
= 0.49-0.91). In the treatment-naïve subgroup, the initiation of GLP-1a therapy during acute dialysis significantly 
reduced both mortality (p = 0.043) and MACE (p = 0.037). 
 
Conclusion: GLP-1a use is correlated with a lower risk of MACE and all-cause mortality in patients undergoing acute 
dialysis. 
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Association Between Ultrafiltration During Cardiac Surgery Requiring Cardiopulmonary Bypass and Acute 
Kidney Injury 

Waryaam Singh1, Suraj Yalamuri1, Shriya Goyal2, Andrew Hanson 1, Nasrin Nikravangolsefid 1, Kianoush Kashani 1 

1Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, 2LSU Health, Shreveport, LA 

Introduction: 
Acute kidney injury (AKI) is one of the common complications of cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB) procedures. CPB 
leads to inflammation, bleeding, and hemodilution, which increases the risk of AKI. Euvolemic hemodilution is used to 
avoid clotting during CPB, and ultrafiltration occurs to maintain volume balance by the end of CPB. This study aimed 
to assess the association of the weight-adjusted ultrafiltration (UF) volume on the risk of AKI following CPB surgeries. 
 
Methods: 
Adult patients (≥ 18 years old) who underwent cardiac surgery with CPB were included in this cohort. These were 
divided into four groups based on the weight-adjusted UF volume, including 1) no volume removal, 2) 0.1-17.9, 3) 18-
29.9, and 4) >30 ml/kg of actual body weight . We collected demographics, laboratory findings, comorbidities, 
medications, and surgical details. We also explored the association between UF volume and AKI according to Nadir 
hemoglobin levels and RBC volume transfusion. 
 
Results: 
Among 2,369 patients with a median (IQR) age of 65.6 (56-73) years, 840 (35.4%) developed AKI after cardiac 
surgery. We found a similar incidence of AKI post-CPB in patients with no UF volume, 0.1 – 17.9 and 18.0 – 29.9 
ml/kg with 34.4% (N=123), 34.3% (N=387) and 33.7% (N=173) respectively, the patients with UF volume > 30ml/kg 
had a higher incidence rate of 42.7% (N=157). Increased weight-adjusted UF volume(ml/Kg) was found to be 
significantly associated with AKI with an odds ratio (OR) of 1.12 (95% CI: 1.06, 1.17, P < 0.001). After adjusting for 
covariates, the association remained significant with an OR of 1.14 (95% CI: 1.07, 1.20, P < 0.001). Higher UF was also 
associated with an increased risk of AKI in patients with nadir hemoglobin levels of 6-8 g/dL (adjusted OR:1.24 and 
1.22, P .02). UF at higher nadir hemoglobin (10-12 g/dl) showed no significant association with AKI. UF with lower 
RBC volume transfusion (≤330ml) requirements was associated with AKI. There was no association between UF and 
AKI among patients with a higher RBC volume transfusion. 
 
Conclusions: 
This study underscores the importance of carefully considering ultrafiltration strategies during cardiac surgeries to 
potentially mitigate the risk of AKI. Even after adjusting for covariates, the association between higher ultrafiltration 
and AKI risk warrants continued research and optimizing techniques to improve patient safety. 
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Urine Olfactomedin-4 is Associated with Furosemide Responsiveness and Receipt of Kidney Replacement 
Therapy 

Imogen Clover-Brown1, Imogen Clover-Brown1, Denise C Hasson2, Kristalynn M Kempton1, Adeleine Koterba1, Kelli 
A Krallman1, Stephen W Standage1, Stuart L Goldstein1, Matthew N Alder3 

1Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, 2New York University Grossman School of Medicine, 3Cox Health 

 
Purpose: 
Anticipating who will need kidney replacement therapy (KRT) is an opportunity for prognostic enrichment to facilitate 
early and appropriate KRT initiation. Furosemide stress test (FST) response can predict KRT receipt and has been 
integrated into clinical decision support tools, but providers may avoid giving diuretics to hemodynamically unstable 
patients. Furosemide acts in the Loop of Henle (LOH), so a LOH-specific acute kidney injury (AKI) biomarker may 
predict furosemide response, without needing to wait for FST. Olfactomedin-4 (OLFM4) is a glycoprotein produced by 
injured LOH epithelial cells. We hypothesize that urine OLFM4 (uOLFM4) may predict FST response and KRT receipt 
among patients at risk for severe AKI. 
 
Methods: 
From 5/2022 to 11/2023, all patients in a single center pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) were screened with the renal 
angina index (RAI) within 24 hours of admission. RAI >8 (RAI+) identifies patients at increased risk of KDIGO Stage 
2/3 AKI. Urine was collected from lab residuals or bladder catheter waste daily. uOLFM4 levels were measured via 
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay. AKI was staged using KDIGO creatinine criteria. To capture clinical FSTs, 
response was measured in any patient who received a furosemide dose > 0.75 mg/kg. Urine output > 3 mL/kg/hr in the 
four hours after dosing was considered responsive. 
 
Results: 
127 RAI+ patients provided 294 samples for uOLFM4 measurement. 52 patients underwent 147 FSTs (median day 2; 
IQR 1-4), yet only 33% of FSTs were performed in the first 48h. 29 patients received KRT. uOLFM4 was increased in 
patients who failed FST on day of sampling (p<0.01, AUC 0.70, 95% CI 0.57 – 0.84; Fig. 1a) and 24h after sampling 
(p<0.01, AUC 0.72, 95% CI 0.57 – 0.85: Fig. 1b). uOLFM4 603 ng/mL had 52% sensitivity, 78% specificity to predict 
FST 24h after sampling (Youden Index 0.32). uOLFM4 increased with AKI severity and KRT (p <0.01; Fig. 1c). First 
48h uOLFM4 was higher in patients who received KRT within 7 days (p <0.0001; Fig. 1d) and had fair predictive 
performance for KRT (AUC 0.71; 95% CI 0.61 – 0.81). uOLFM4 of 603 ng/mL had 54% sensitivity, 78% specificity to 
predict KRT receipt (Youden Index 0.3). 
 
Conclusions: 
Urine OLFM4 in the first 48h of PICU admission is associated with FST responsiveness and receipt of KRT among 
RAI+ patients. We suggest uOLFM4 may provide an earlier assessment of ultimate diuretic responsiveness and lead to 
earlier KRT initiation in the appropriate patient. 

Figure on following page 
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Abnormal Polyunsaturated Fatty Acid Metabolism is Associated with a Phenotype with Marked Sepsis-
Associated Acute Kidney Injury in Pediatric Sepsis 

Ivan E Saraiva1, Joseph A Carcillo1, Hernando Gomez1 

1Department of Critical Care Medicine, University of Pittsburgh 

Background: Pediatric sepsis has overall lower mortality than adult patients, but still a sizeable proportion of children 
die with progressive multiorgan failure. Preclinical and observational evidence show that modulation of linoleic acid 
(LA) metabolism, the major omega-6 polyunsaturated fatty acid in diet, influence inflammation. The first step in its 
metabolism and the rate limiting enzyme is delta-6-desaturase (D6D). LA metabolism has not yet been studied in human 
sepsis. 
Sepsis-associated acute kidney injury (AKI) is characterized by abnormal energy metabolism, with animal models 
suggesting that functional recovery and survival is at least in part dependent on restoring the capacity of renal tubular 
epithelial cells to use fatty acid oxidation. 
 
Aims: To study the association between metabolites of LA and AKI in pediatric sepsis. 
Methods: We utilized ultra-performance liquid chromatography to analyze untargeted metabolomics in a cohort of 107 
children with sepsis. We categorized sepsis phenotypes as previously described into phenotypes A-D. We built a heat 
map featuring comparisons between pairs of phenotypes. For this study we focused on the polyunsaturated fatty acid 
metabolic pathways. 
 
Results: Phenotype D group showed higher incidence of AKI with creatinine increase between 2.60 and 3.47-fold 
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compared with other phenotypes at 24h of admission to intensive care unit (p <0.05). We found that LA was not 
significantly different in phenotype D compared with others. Conversely, arachidonic acid (AA) was lower in 
phenotype D compared with phenotypes A-C, with statistically significant difference when compared with phenotype C, 
along with lower AA metabolites such as 5-HETE. Metabolites of LA, both via non-enzymatic pathway (13-HODE, 9-
HODE), and through CYP450 (12,13-DiHOME, 9,10-DiHOME) were significantly increased in phenotype D. 
 
Conclusions: AKI is markedly increased in patients with pediatric sepsis phenotype D. While phenotype D showed no 
significant changes in LA levels, LA inflammatory metabolites were increased, and AA was decreased along with its 
metabolites. This constellation could be explained by overactivation of D6D with possibly inhibition of delta-5-
desaturase (D5D). In summary, children with sepsis with phenotype D, a group with increase in AKI and mortality, 
showed polyunsaturated fatty acid metabolism abnormalities suggesting hyperactivation of an inflammatory pathway of 
LA metabolites independent of AA. 
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Early Compartmentalization of Acute Kidney Injury Using a Point of Care Kidney Evaluation Routine 
(POCKER) 
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6, Rosario G Hernández6 
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Juárez de México, 4Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Médicas y Nutrición Salvador Zubirán, 5UMAE HE No 1 CMN Bajío, 
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Introduction: Acute kidney injury (AKI) has high morbidity and mortality. Timely etiological diagnosis is essential for 
early therapeutics. The traditional approach requires extension studies and therapeutic tests that can delay diagnosis for 
several hours. 
Objective: Develop a diagnostic tool performed at the bedside that can compartmentalize AKI quickly and effectively. 
 
Methodology: All acute kidney injury consultations from September 2022 to September 2023 of one center were 
prospectively included. Patients with chronic kidney disease and transplant recipients were excluded. At the time of the 
consultation, a bedside evaluation was performed that included: 
 
1. Ultrasonography: bladder, kidney, inferior vena cava and lung. 
2. Urinary sediment dichotomized for presence or absence of granular cast. 
3. BUN/Creatinine ratio, mean arterial tension and pulse pressure. 
 
All patients received the conventional evaluation according to the treating physician in charge, at the end of their AKI 
event, a consensus was reached between 3 nephrologists on the compartmental and etiological diagnosis: 
(hemodynamic, tubular or obstructive). They were followed for 30 days for clinical outcomes (mortality at initiation of 
renal replacement therapy, kidney recovery and acute kidney disease (AKD)).The data from the bedside evaluation was 
evaluated in relation to the 3 diagnostic compartments, and a bedside evaluation algorithm is proposed. 
 
Results: 165 patients were analyzed, 45.45% women, mean age was 57.8 years (± 14.61), 95 (57.58%) had a stage 3 
AKI, 96 (58.18%) were diagnosed as hemodynamic, 44 (26.67%) as tubular, and 20 (12.12%) obstructive. At 30 day 
follow up, 105 (63.6%) recovered kidney function, 17 (10.3%) required renal replacement therapy, 27 (16.3%) had 
AKD and 44 (26.6%) died, the most prevalent cause was sepsis 57 (34%). In an exploratory analysis of compartments 
vs. bedside evaluation, the presence of a full bladder or hydronephrosis had OR: 48 (15-178) for obstructive AKI, after 
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excluding obstructive AKI the presence of granular cast and a BUN/Cr <17 had OR: 28.87 (11-76) and 2.2 (1.2-4.7) 
respectively for tubular AKI. And when analyzing hemodynamic AKI an IVC >2cm and or pulmonary B pattern had an 
OR: 7.8 (2.1-37) for cardiorenal syndrome. 
 
Conclusions: Bedside evaluation can quickly and effectively diagnose the compartment of AKI. The “POint of Care 
Kidney Evaluation Routine” POCKER algorithm is proposed. 
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Association between Urine Neutrophil Gelatinase-associated Lipocalin and Proteinuria in Non-Cardiac 
Postoperative Neonates 

Cara L Slagle1, Kelli Krallman2, Chunyan Liu2, Shelley Ehrlich2, Stuart Goldstein2 

1Riley Children's Hospital at Indiana University , 2Cincinnati Children's Hospital 

 
Proteinuria can signify both glomerular damage and nephron tubular damage and is associated with progression of acute 
kidney injury (AKI) to chronic kidney disease. Urine neutrophil gelatinase associated lipocalin (uNGAL) is associated 
with AKI in neonates. We aimed to identify if there was an association between proteinuria, microalbuminuria, and 
uNGAL in neonates following non-cardiac procedures. 
 
Infants admitted to the level IV NICU, <1 year of age, and undergoing non-cardiac surgery were eligible for inclusion 
and prospectively enrolled. Urine was collected preoperative and at 12, 24, 36, 48, 72 and 96 hours postoperative. 
Demographic, perioperative, and postoperative data was collected through postoperative day 5. Urine NGAL was 
analyzed via the uNGAL test (Bioporto, Denmark) along with urine microalbumin, urine protein, and urine creatinine 
by an automated chemistry analyzer. Proteinuria was defined as a threshold of ≥ 0.8 mg of protein per mg of urine 
creatinine (uCr) and microalbuminuria was defined as a threshold of ≥ 20 mg of albumin per g of mg uCr. Elevated 
uNGAL was considered ≥ 150 ng/mL. Statistical analysis between elevated and non-elevated uNGAL subgroups was 
performed using chi-square, Fisher's exact, Wilcoxon rank-sum test. Analysis with the uNGAL subgroups were 
additionally examined through linear mixed-effect models. 
 
Nine-one neonates underwent 120 non-cardiac surgical procedures during the study period. There were 39 procedures 
with elevated urine NGAL postoperative prior to 48 hours. Descriptive statistics of the cohort are provided in Table 1. 
Proteinuria occurred in 507/609 urine samples and Microalbuminuria occurred in 608/609 urine samples. Median urine 
protein to uCr ratios (UPC) was higher in the elevated uNGAL sub-group (2.2 mg/mg [IQR: 1.4, 3.4] vs. 1.3 mg/mg 
[IQR: 0.9, 2.0], p<0.001). Median urine microalbumin ratios to uCr (UMC) were also higher in the elevated uNGAL 
group (251 mg/g [132, 757] vs. 168 mg/g [109, 295], p=0.001). 
 
Microalbuminuria and proteinuria occur frequently following non-cardiac surgical procedures. Elevated UPC and UMC 
concentrations are associated with uNGAL values ≥ 150 ng/dL prior to 48 hours postoperative. 

Table on following page 
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Acute Kidney Injury Acknowledge Between Mexican Physicians and Students, Where Are We Standing? 

Juan P Gómez-Villarreal1, Ricardo A Garza-Treviño1, Paola Borbolla-Flores1, Alejandra de las Fuentes1, Mara Olivo-
Gutiérrez1, Lilia M Rizo-Topete1 

1Hospital Universitario Dr. José Eleuterio González 

 
Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a common pathology, with a high incidence and a high impact when is not early 
recognized. Even when the definition and importance of an early recognition should be learned in medical school, 
between the non-nephrologist physicians, there still is a misconception of definition and identification of AKI. The 
standardization in identification of AKI risks and its approach is important to improve healthcare and perform a 
precision medicine. The first step is to suspect, then recognize. 
We perform a survey where the participants (medical students and physicians from different specialties) access Google 
Forms via a link. We evaluate physicians knowledge of AKI using 10 questions with 1 correct answer (except for the 
No. 8, multiple answers): 
1. Which of the following classifications is correct to define AKI? 
a. KDIGO 
2. What is the definition of AKI? 
a. Elevation of basal creatinine ≥ 0.3 mg/dl in 48 hrs, elevation of creatinine 1.5 times the known basal value in the last 
7 days or a decrease in urine volume < 0.5 ml/kg/hr for 6 hrs. 
3. What is considered the first cause of AKI? 
a. Hypovolemia 
4. Which of the following parameters indicates acute deterioration of renal function? 
a. Serum creatinine 
5. Which of the following renal replacement therapy (RRT) modalities is used in hemodynamically unstable patients? 
a. Continuous renal replacement therapy 
6. What is the ideal management of AKI? 
a. Correct the underlying disease or cause. 
7. Do you consider urinary sediment as a diagnostic tool for AKI? 
a. Yes 
8. Which of the following are considered risk factors for the development of AKI? 
a. Diabetes, hypertension, personal history of CKD, personal history of preeclampsia, personal history of AKI, 
prematurity at birth 
9. How do you define temporality of kidney disease? (AKI, AKD, CKD) 
a. AKI 1 - 7, AKD from 7 to 90 and CKD >90 days 
10. Which of the following situations warrants urgent RRT? 
a. Metabolic acidosis refractory to treatment 
Descriptive statistics were used. Results are shown in Table 1. 
Those in clinical residency average 8/10 correct answers vs surgical residency 6/10 and students 7/10. 38 (37.6%) of the 
responders still use RIFLE and AKIN definitions for AKI. Less than half recognize preterm birth as a risk factor. 
 
There is still a gap of knowledge in AKI. It is important to use technology, teamwork, and interdisciplinary educational 
meetings as opportunities to explore the knowledge around AKI in other medical areas. 

Table on following page 
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Intravenous Gemini for Prevention of Acute Kidney Injury 

Robin Marsden1, James Rolke1, Jackson Stephens1 

1Revelation Biosciences Inc 

Purpose and Background 
The purpose of this study was to evaluate Gemini pretreatment in an ischemia reperfusion model of AKI. 
 
Due to its severe nature, AKI represents a significant health problem, especially in patients with co-morbidities such as 
diabetes. Approximately 1% of all hospitalized patients present with AKI upon admission. Phosphorylated hexaacyl 
disaccharide (PHAD), the active ingredient in Gemini, is a synthetic small molecule that preconditions the innate 
immune response via a more selective activation of toll-like receptor 4 (TLR4), characterized by an attenuated pro-
inflammatory response relative to traditional TLR4 agonists such as lipopolysaccharide (LPS), while retaining the 
capacity to engage the innate immune response. We hypothesize that Gemini preconditioning will elicit an attenuated 
proinflammatory response following ischemic reperfusion (IR). 
 
Methods 
Rats were administered vehicle or Gemini intravenously at 0.07 and 0.35mg/kg at 24 and/or 48 hours prior to 
undergoing bilateral IR to induce acute kidney injury (AKI). A surgical sham group was also included. Blood and urine 
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was collected pre-dose, and post-surgery at 24 and 72 hours (termination), and serum was assessed for BUN and 
creatinine levels. Urine was evaluated for c-reactive protein (CRP). Kidneys were evaluated for histological changes at 
72 hours. 
 
Results 
Pretreatment with Gemini reduced serum BUN, serum creatinine and urine CRP in a dose dependent manner at 24 and 
48 hours post-dose with significance at 0.35 mg/kg (p<0.05) relative to IR control. A single dose of 0.35mg/kg Gemini 
also significantly reduced the total degree of acute necrosis in cortical and medullary tubules (p<0.05). Neutrophil 
inflammation was significantly reduced (p<0.05) with a single pretreatment of Gemini at 0.35mg/kg. 
 
Conclusion 
Pretreatment with Gemini significantly improved kidney function as demonstrated by reductions in BUN, creatinine and 
CRP, and reduced kidney injury as evident in the reductions in cortical and medullary tubular necrosis. Gemini also 
reduced AKI-related inflammation attributed to neutrophils in the kidney. These results demonstrate the premise of 
trained immunity as a means of prevention of AKI. The collective improvement in renal function along with the 
reductions in cellular necrosis and neutrophilic inflammation demonstrate Gemini pretreatment attenuates the severity 
of IR AKI. 
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Proteinuria is a Risk Factor for Acute Kidney Injury after Cardiac Surgery in Patients with Stage 3-4 Chronic 
Kidney Disease: A Case-Control Study 

Wuhua Jiang1, Zhihong Chen 1, Jiarui Xu1, Jiawei Yu1, Bo Shen1, Chunsheng Wang2, Zhe Luo3, Xiaoqiang Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, 2Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, 
Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, 3Department of Critical Care Medicine, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 

 
Background: Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) is a common complication after cardiac surgery, and preoperative renal 
dysfunction is an important risk factor. Proteinuria indicates renal structural damage, but there is less research on the 
risk of proteinuria and AKI after cardiac surgery in patients with renal dysfunction. This study aims to clarify whether 
proteinuria can predict AKI after cardiac surgery in patients with renal dysfunction. 
 
Methods: Patients with stage 3-4 Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) undergoing cardiac surgery were included in this 
retrospective study. AKI was defined according to KDIGO criteria. The main study was the relationship between 
proteinuria and AKI in patients with stage 3-4 CKD. 
 
Results: The entirecohort (n=1546) had an AKI incidence of 53.55%. The in-hospital mortality rate of patients with AKI 
was higher than that of patients without AKI (AKI vs. no AKI, 4.7 vs. 0.8%, P<0.001). Multivariable logistic regression 
analysis showed that proteinuria is an independent risk factor for AKI (Trace-1+ OR=2.37; 2+-3+ OR=5.16) and AKI 
requiring renal replacement therapy (Trace-1+ OR=3.64; 2+-3+ OR= 5.71). Mild proteinuria (Trace-1+ OR=2.59) is 
also an independent risk factor for in-hospital mortality. In diabetic patients, mild proteinuria (OR=1.925) rather than 
severe proteinuria (2+-3+) is a risk factor for AKI in patients with renal dysfunction and diabetes. 
 
Conclusion: In populations with renal dysfunction, the incidence of AKI is high, which seriously affects renal function 
and overall prognosis. Preoperative proteinuria, as a simple and inexpensive routine examination, still has value in 
predicting AKI in patients with impaired renal function. 
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Comparison of Filter Lifetime Between Hypertonic versus Isotonic Regional Citrate Anticoagulation During 
Continuous Kidney Replacement Therapy 

Anyarin Wannakittirat1, Khanittha Yimsangyad1, Nuttha Lumlertgul1, Sadudee Peerapornratana1, Nattachai Srisawat1 

1Division of Nephrology, Department of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University 

 
Background: Regional citrate anticoagulation (RCA) is the standard anticoagulant in continuous kidney replacement 
therapy (CKRT). Owing to current evidence, there is no data showing the difference of isotonic and hypertonic citrate in 
terms of CKRT circuit survival 
Objectives: To study the difference of filter life time between hypertonic and isotonic regional citrate anticoagulation 
(RCA). 
 
Methods: This is a single center retrospective cohort study of patients receiving CKRT at King Chulalongkorn 
Memorial Hospital, Thailand, between February 2023 to September 2023. Primary outcome was filter lifetime and 
secondary outcomes were circuit ionized calcium, citrate doses, blood transfusion and other factors that might affect 
clotting. 
 
Results: One hundred ninety nine filters were evaluated in this study, 98 filters in hypertonic group and 101 filters in 
isotonic group. Baseline characteristics and clinical outcomes were well balanced between groups, except for the 
underlying ESRD was higher in hypertonic RCA. The filter lifetimes were significantly longer in hypertonic group 
(median of 72 hours (IQR 45-72) vs. 52 hours (IQR 28-72), p-value <0.001). The Kaplan-Meier plot showed similar 
results with significant difference with Log-rank test of p <0.001. Univariate analysis indicated that isotonic RCA, 
CKRT prescriptions, sieving coefficient, circuit ionized calcium and citrate doses were related to circuit clotting. 
However, when adjusted these factors in multivariate analysis, isotonic RCA (adjusted HR 2.42 (1.1-5.28), p = 0.026), 
citrate doses (adjusted HR 0.47 (0.32-0.70), p <0.001) and circuit ionized calcium (adjusted HR 0.38 (0.22-0.66), p = 
0.001) were statistically related to premature clots. 
 
Conclusion: Hypertonic RCA had a significant longer filter lifetime compared to isotonic RCA. However, more data on 
a well-constructed randomized controlled trial is needed to confirm these findings. 
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Outcomes of Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy Versus Peritoneal Dialysis as a Renal Replacement 
Therapy Modality in Patients Undergoing Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation 

Nisha Wanichwecharungruang1, Peerapat Thanapongsatorn2, Nattachai Srisawat3 

1Central Chest Institute of Thailand, 2Division of Nephrology, Faculty of Medicine, Thammasat University Hospital, 
Pathum Thani, Thailand, 3Division of Nephrology, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand. 

 
Background: 
Among patients undergoing extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) support, acute kidney injury (AKI) 
emerges as a prevalent complication and typically leads to renal replacement therapy (RRT). Given the 
hemodynamically unstable nature of ECMO-supported patients, continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) and 
peritoneal dialysis (PD) appear as suitable RRT modalities. This study aimed to evaluate and compare the outcomes of 
patients on ECMO who receive these distinct modes of RRT. 
 
Methods: 
We conducted a single-center retrospective cohort study from February 2018 to October 2023 among ECMO-supported 
patients who developed AKI and subsequently required RRT at the Central Chest Institute of Thailand. The patient 
cohort was categorized into two groups based on the RRT modality employed: CRRT and PD. Patient profiles and 
outcomes, including hospital mortality, length of stays, RRT and ECMO durations, and RRT complications, were 
analyzed and compared. 
 
Results: 
A total of 43 patients, consisting of 21 treated with CRRT and 22 with PD during ECMO therapy, were included in the 
study. There was no statistically significant difference in in-hospital mortality rates between the two groups (80.9% in 
CRRT vs 90.9% in PD, p = 0.35). ICU and hospital lengths of stay were no difference. However, CRRT exhibited a 
significantly shorter median RRT duration compared to PD (4 days vs. 7.5 days, p = 0.0007) and demonstrated a 
markedly lower rate of catheter malposition (4.7% vs. 31.8%, p = 0.046). The rates of catheter infection and catheter 
site bleeding were not statistically significant (4.7% in CRRT vs. 22.7% in PD, p = 0.19, and 9.5% in CRRT vs. 18.2% 
in PD, p = 0.66, respectively). Additionally, circuit clotting was observed in 38.1% of CRRT patients, while the 
incidence of PD leakage was 22.7%. The occurrences of refractory hyperkalemia and refractory metabolic acidosis 
demonstrated no significant differences between CRRT and PD (4.7% vs. 27.3% and 9.5% vs. 9.1%, p = 0.10, 0.61, 
respectively). 
 
Conclusion: 
Among ECMO-supported patients receiving RRT, there was no difference between CRRT and PD in terms of in-
hospital mortality and hospital length of stay. However, PD did exhibit a higher incidence of catheter-related 
complications. 
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 CRRT (N=21) PD (N=22) p-value 
In-hospital mortality, n (%) 17 (80.9) 20 (90.9) 0.35 

Hospital lengths of stay, days 18 (9,28) 24.5 (18,31) 0.22 
RRT durations, days 4 (3,5) 7.5 (5,14) 0.0007 
Complications, n (%)    

Catheter infection 1 (4.7) 5 (22.7) 0.19 
Catheter malposition 1 (4.7) 7 (31.8) 0.046 
Catheter site bleeding 2 (9.5) 4 (18.2) 0.66 

PD leakage 0 (0) 5 (22.7) 0.048 
Circuit clot 8 (38.1) 0 (0) 0.034 

Refractory hyperkalemia 1 (4.7) 6 (27.3) 0.10 
Refractory metabolic acidosis 2 (9.5) 2 (9.1) 0.61 
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Acute Renal Replacement Therapy In Pediatric Patients: A National Survey Assessing Programmatic Delivery of 
Care 
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Background: Advances in pediatric renal replacement therapy (RRT) technology, along with the challenges of providing 
multidisciplinary care for medically complex patients, have led to an increased need for critical care nephrology 
expertise and support across pediatric, neonatal, and cardiac intensive care units (ICUs). In response to these growing 
needs, individual children’s hospitals have implemented Acute Care Nephrology (ACN) programs to improve the 
delivery of safe, timely, and effective evidence-based care for children with AKI and other non-renal conditions that can 
benefit from RRT. 
 
Objective: Given inherent variations in practices, resources, and RRT modalities from physician, nursing, and 
infrastructure perspectives, we aimed to evaluate current practices of ACN programs across the United States (US). 
 
Methods: An electronic survey was distributed to the top 50 pediatric nephrology programs from the US News & World 
Report Best Children's Hospitals 2023 ranking. Questions included details of programmatic structure, therapies 
provided, volume of procedures, quality improvement (QI), and educational practices. 
 
Results: 47 centers (94%) completed the survey (Table 1 results by center volume). Overall, 79% of respondents have a 
dedicated ACN program, with 53% jointly managed within their chronic dialysis program. 68% have a medical director 
with a median (IQR) full time equivalent (FTE) of 10% (5, 20%), though 13% (6 programs) report 0 FTE. Only 45% 
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have an ACN nursing director. Other available personnel include nurse educator (53%), program administrator (17%), 
advanced practice provider (13%), and QI specialist (21%). ACN focused QI programs are present in only 40%, with an 
additional 34% of centers collecting some metrics related to patients, circuits, and access, while 36% do not track any 
data. The most common barriers for implementing QI programs include lack of protected time, resources, and support 
from leadership. Despite variability in program size, structure, and modalities offered, 81% of responding centers 
identified a need for increased medical director FTE, and 90% identified a need for increased nursing director FTE. 
 
Conclusions: This data provides a first-of-its-kind description of the current structure/delivery of care in pediatric ACN 
practices from hospitals across the US and identifies potential areas for systematic improvement in the delivery, 
monitoring, and comprehensive approach to pediatric acute RRT. 
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The Use of Arteriovenous Fistula and Arteriovenous Graft in Critically Ill End-stage Kidney Disease Patients for 
Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy 

Katherine Andrade1, Hira Tahir 1, Ruqiyya Bano1, Nand K Wadhwa1, Sean R Campbell1 

1Stony Brook University Hospital, Stony Brook, NY, USA 

 
Purpose of the Study 
We aim to demonstrate the safety of using arteriovenous fistula (AVF)/arteriovenous graft (AVG) for continuous renal 
replacement therapy (CRRT) in critically ill end-stage kidney disease (ESKD) patients using 16-gauge angiocaths. 
There is a lack of studies characterizing the safety profile using functional vascular access in critically ill ESKD 
patients. If this technique is validated it would provide nephrologists another option for access in ESKD patients 
requiring CRRT. With the training of both the dialysis and ICU nursing staff, this intervention has the potential to avoid 
temporary dialysis catheter placement which is potentially associated with multiple complications in ESKD patients and 
shortening time to CRRT initiation. 
 
Methods 
A retrospective single-center study in a large tertiary care hospital where this procedure was performed in 50 patients 
who were 18 years or older, ESKD on maintenance hemodialysis (HD) with functional AVF/AVG who required CRRT 
ranging from 2012 to 2019. The AVF/AVG was accessed using 16-gauge angiocaths and changed every 72 hours with 
M100 filter. This excluded ESKD patients on HD via a tunneled catheter or peritoneal dialysis (PD). Data collected 
from medical charts included demographics, duration and characteristics on CRRT and AVF/AVG complications if any. 
Based on the analysis criteria, 35 out of 50 of the patients matched the parameters to be included for analysis. 
 
Results 
The patient population consisted of 23 males (65.7%) and 12 females (34.3%) with a mean age of 66 years old. The 
average length of time on CRRT was 3.8 ± 3.9 days with AV fistula used in 85.7% and AV grafts in 14.3% of patients. 
The blood flow rate ranged between 150 to 200 and anticoagulation was required for 17 patients (48.6%). 
Complications did not occur in 71.4% (25) of patients but in the remaining, the most common adverse events were 
clotting (11.4%), bleeding (2.86%), or inability to cannulate (8.6%). 
 
Conclusions 
Our study has shown that using AVF/AVG in critically ill ESKD patients has little to no adverse events. There were 
minor vascular access complications caused by using AVF/AVG for CRRT, however, they did not contribute negatively 
to patient outcomes. This technique has the potential to provide faster and safer access to initiating CRRT in ESKD 
patients. To evaluate the safety, benefits, and outcomes, further research is needed to compare temporary dialysis 
catheters versus AVF/AVG for CRRT. 
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In vitro Testing of the Accuracy of Electrolyte Correction in Blood Priming on the Aquadex machine 

Tennille N Webb1, Justin Nix2, Jessica Potts1, Caleb Watson2, Traci Roberts2, Alyssa Umberger2, Lee Freeman2, 
Michlene Wright2, Jamela Holston2, Kara Short2 

1University of Alabama at Birmingham, 2Children's of Alabama 
 
Introduction: Newer filters and devices for continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) have reduced the need for 
blood primes in smaller patients. With these new devices, the need for blood priming remains an important part of any 
institution’s program. The optimal method for treating packed red blood cells (PRBC) to present a more homeostatic 
product has not been determined. 
 
Methods: We sought to test our blood prime protocol. Our current guidelines require a 1:1 ratio of bicarbonate mixture 
(15 mEq of NaHCO3 (150 mEq/L) with 85 mL sterile water) and PRBC of the same volume. The patient, upon 
initiation, is given 100 g or 300 g of calcium gluconate (100 mg/mL), depending on the extracorporeal volume of the 
circuit. We tested our blood prime in-vitro, using a sterile bag to mimic the circuit. We had six scenarios based on the 
bicarbonate mixture and calcium dose. We used 20 mL volumes of both bicarbonate mixture and PRBC (baseline, 
125%, 150%) with 1 mL and then 0.6 mL of calcium gluconate. Arterial blood gas testing was performed on PRBCs 
alone (Gas 1), the bicarbonate/PRBC mixture after five minutes (Gas 2), and the addition of calcium (Gas 3). Four 
different PRBC units were used. We evaluated four laboratory values: pH, calcium, sodium, and potassium. 
 
Results: We had a total of 84 blood gases. Gas 1 showed a pH (IQR) of 6.6 (6.6,6.6), calcium 0.16 mmol/L (0.16,0.16), 
sodium 80 mEq/L (79,92), and potassium 14 mEq/L (14,14). Gas 2, at varying bicarbonate mixture-to-PRBC ratios (1:1, 
1.25:1 and 1.5:1) showed an increase in pH (7.13 (7.09,7.23); 7.22 (7.19,7.23); 7.33 (7.32,7.44)) (p<0.01); no change in 
calcium (0.16 (0.16,0.16)) (p=1); increase in sodium (124.5 (123.5,148.5); 145 (136,153); 179 (179,179)) (p<0.01), and 
decrease in potassium (14 (14,14); 14 (13.65,14); 9.9 (9.7,13.5)) (p<0.01). Gas 3, at two different calcium doses (0.6 
mL and 1 mL) showed no significant change in pH (7.22 (7.2,7.46); 7.19 (7.11,7.26)) (p=0.11); a change in the 
distribution for calcium (1.85 (1.22,1.85); 1.85 (1.85,1.85)) (p<0.01); no significant change in sodium (148 (134,166); 
143 (117,179)) (p=0.46); and no significant change in potassium (14 (12.05,14); 14 (9.4,14)) (p=0.9). 
 
Conclusion: To improve acidosis, increasing sodium bicarbonate can be effective. However, hypernatremia can be a 
potential issue. To correct hypocalcemia, a smaller dose of calcium can be used. Hyperkalemia remains an issue. 
Additional testing is needed to modify our protocol. 
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Meropenem dosing recommendations in critically ill patients receiving prolonged intermittent renal replacement 
therapy. 

Weerachai Chaijamorn1, Taniya Charoensareerat2, Dhakrit Rungkitwattanakul3, Sutthiporn Pattharachayakul4, Nattachai 
Srisawat5 

1Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Chulalongkorn University, 2Faculty of Pharmacy, Siam University, 3Department 
of Clinical and Administrative Pharmacy Sciences, College of Pharmacy, Howard University, 4Department of Clinical 
Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Prince of Songkla University, 5Division of Nephrology, Department of 
Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University and King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital 

 
Background: Meropenem is a carbapenem antibiotic that has been used for managing critically ill patients with severe 
infections. Acute kidney injury is one of the most common complications of sepsis for which clinicians utilize 
prolonged intermittent renal replacement therapy (PIRRT) to remove excess fluid and metabolic waste products. 
Meropenem can be removed via PIRRT due to its pharmacokinetics (PK). Unfortunately, PK studies of meropenem in 
patients undergoing PIRRT therapy are limited. There is no standard meropenem dosing recommendation that existed 
for these patients. Our study aimed to evaluate the probability of target attainment (PTA) of various meropenem 
regimens in critically ill patients receiving PIRRT utilizing Monte Carlo simulation (MCS) 
 
Methods: Mathematical models with first order elimination were created using published demographic and 
pharmacokinetics in adult critically ill patients. Different daily PIRRT with dialysis technique and effluent rate of 18L/h 
with various PIRRT duration of 4, 6, 8, 10 h were performed in the models. Early and late PIRRT occurred at the 
beginning of and 14-20 h after drug administration were simulated. MCS predicted drug disposition during the first 48 h 
in 10,000 virtual patients for each drug regimen. Desired pharmacodynamic target to calculate PTA was 40% of free 
drug concentration that exceeds 4 times of the MIC of 2 mg/L. The optimal dosing regimens were defined as the ones 
reached 90% of PTA in all PIRRT settings. 
 
Results: All recommended meropenem dosing regimens in the clinical resources were evaluated for PTA in our models. 
Interestingly, some dosing suggestions achieved less than 90% of the PTA target. For early PIRRT with duration less 
than or equal 6 h, the regimen of 500 mg q 8 h with supplemental dose of 500 mg after PIRRT is recommended while 
PIRRT duration of more than 6 h requires a dose of 750 mg q 12 h with a supplemental dose of 500-750 mg after 
PIRRT. Additionally, the dosing regimen of 1000 mg loading dose, then 500 mg q 8 h is recommended for late PIRRT 
duration less than or equal 6 h. For late PIRRT of 8 and 10 h, the recommended doses should be 1000 mg q 12 h and 
750 mg q 8 h, respectively. 
 
Conclusion: Previous recommended meropenem dosing regimens could not attain the PTA target. The dosing regimens 
should be considered based on PIRRT characteristics such as duration of treatment and time to commence PIRRT. 
Clinical validation is needed to confirm the results of our study. 
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Assessing the delivery of prescribed clearance in pediatric ECMO patients <20 kilograms requiring CRRT 
through in-line hemofiltration 

Kara C Short1, Martha McBride1, Scott Anderson3, Tennille Webb2, David Askenazi2, Michael Lynch1, Daryl Ingram1 

1Children's of Alabama, 2University of Alabama at Birmingham - Division of Pediatric Nephrology, 3University of 
Alabama at Birmingham - Division of Pediatric Surgery 

 
Introduction: Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) in neonates and children is a necessary therapy for 
several disease processes. Acute kidney injury (AKI) is prominent in the pediatric ECMO population worldwide, 
estimated at 40-61% (1), because ECMO can induce AKI, increasing the likelihood of hypoperfusion from persistent 
fluid shifts and endothelial damage due to hemolyzed red cells produced by the ECMO circuit. This often necessitates 
the implementation of continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT). In 2016, in all intensive care units at Children’s of 
Alabama, we implemented continuous venoarterial or venovenous hemodialysis (CVAHD/CVVHD) with ultrafiltration 
using the hemofilter in the ECMO circuit for patients <20kg. Our goal was to streamline procedure and mitigate the 
risks associated with increasing extracorporeal volume when a CRRT machine is incorporated into the ECMO circuit. 
 
Methods: This is a retrospective chart review of pediatric patients weighing <20 kg on ECMO who required CRRT. 
Patients were initiated on CVAHD or CVVHD via the hemofilter (Minntech HPH400, Medcomp, Minneapolis, MN), 
which is placed post-oxygenator returning to the venous side of the ECMO circuit at the level of the bridge. The 
analysis encompasses comparative demographics, patient diagnoses, CRRT modalities, and survival. Appropriate 
delivery of clearance and fluid removal is defined as successfully delivering the prescribed amount of clearance and 
meeting fluid removal goals with the Alaris pump, which has a maximum volume rate of 999mL/hr. Patients at COA 
with AKI or chronic kidney disease are prescribed 24mL/kg/hr of clearance across all continuous modalities to start. 
 
Results: Of the 441 subjects who have undergone ECMO at COA between 2014 and 2022, 98 (22%) required CRRT. 71 
were <20kg and received CRRT via in-line hemofilter. Two patients required a conversion to a CRRT machine for 
reasons unrelated to clearance. The remainder of the patients successfully received prescribed clearance and fluid 
removal on CVAHD/CVVHD through the hemofilter for the entirety of their CRRT/ECMO course. 
 
Conclusion: Our findings indicate that patients <20kg on ECMO who need CRRT can achieve prescribed clearance and 
fluid removal goals with CVAHD/CVVHD through the ECMO in-line hemofilter. Notably, this strategy obviates the 
need for a CRRT machine, eliminating the complexities associated with additional machinery and extracorporeal 
volume in this smaller patient population. 
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Anticoagulation Practices in Patients Requiring Aquapheresis in a Pediatric Cardiac Intensive Care Unit 

Peters Stephanie1, Diana Zepeda-Orozco1, John David Spencer1 

1Nationwide Children's Hospital 

 
BACKGROUND 
Patients on Aquapheresis require anticoagulation to maintain patency of the circuit and filter. The standard practice for 
patients receiving Aquapheresis is Heparin anticoagulation. Bivalirudin has been shown to have lower risk of bleeding 
and thrombotic events, with shorter time to reach partial thromboplastin time (PTT) goal levels for patients on 
extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) or with ventricular assisted devices (VAD). At our institution in the 
cardiothoracic intensive care unit, the anticoagulation of choice for patients on ECMO or with VADs is Bivalirudin. 
Although Heparin is the anticoagulation modality for Aquapheresis, when patients had therapeutic Bivalirudin 
anticoagulation at time of Aquapheresis initiation, we continued Bivalirudin anticoagulation for Aquapheresis therapy. 
In this study we aim to investigate the safety and feasibility of utilizing Bivalirudin as anticoagulation compared to 
Heparin in patients requiring Aquapheresis. 
 
METHODS 
Patients receiving Aquapheresis in the cardiothoracic intensive care unit were reviewed retrospectively. We collected 
clinical data and investigated the factors affecting circuit duration, clotting, and bleeding events in patients treated with 
Heparin vs. Bivalirudin while on Aquapheresis. 
 
RESULTS 
A total of twelve patients were included, ranging from 9 days old to 37 years old. Indications for Aquapheresis were 
severe acute kidney injury and/or fluid overload. Nine patients were anticoagulated with Heparin, and three patients 
were anticoagulated with Bivalirudin. There were 27 circuits reviewed among the twelve patients. In the Bivalirudin 
group there were no systemic clotting or bleeding events. There was one clotting event with superior vena cava (SVC) 
thrombosis in the heparin group and no bleeding events. There was no significant difference between circuit hours when 
using Bivalirudin vs. Heparin for anticoagulation (mean 41.38 vs. 36.7 hours respectively). There was a significant 
reduction in hours required to reach therapeutic levels in patients receiving Bivalirudin compared to heparin (mean 4 vs. 
13.46 hours, p = 0.02) 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
Our results suggest that Bivalirudin anticoagulation achieves therapeutic levels faster and is not inferior to Heparin 
anticoagulation for Aquapheresis therapy. Our study is retrospective and has very limited sample size, however, it 
highlights the potential benefit of Bivalirudin anticoagulation that needs further evaluation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

82



 
 

AKI & CRRT 2024 ABSTRACTS 

67 

Risk factors for severe thrombocytopenia during continuous kidney replacement therapy in neonate 

Bomi Lim1, Ji Hyun Kim2, Eujin Park3, Yo Han Ahn1, Hee Gyung Kang1 

1Departments of Pediatrics, Seoul National University Children’s Hospital, 2Departments of Pediatrics, Seoul National 
University Bundang Hospital, 3Departments of Pediatrics, Korea University Guro Hospital Seoul, Republic of Korea 

 
Background : In infants, kidney replacement therapy (KRT) is rarely performed, in patients with acute or chronic kidney 
injury or metabolic disease such as hyperammonemia. While often lifesaving, KRT sometimes poses significant risk to 
the patients including hemodynamic instability, bleeding, and infection, especially in small subjects. Particularly in 
neonates and premature infants, thrombocytopenia is commonly observed during continuous KRT (CKRT). 
Thrombocytopenia in critically ill patients undergoing CKRT is associated with increased mortality. In this study, we 
evaluated risk factors and outcomes related to thrombocytopenia in neonates. 
 
Methods: This retrospective single-center study reviewed the clinical records of patients who underwent CKRT from 
June 2013 to October 2022 in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) of our center. Data, including demograhic 
characteristics, diagnosis, vital signs, laboratory were recorded. Thrombocytopenia and severe thrombocytopenia were 
defined as less than 150,000/uL. and less than 50,000/uL, respectively. 
 
Results: The data of 38 patients were analyzed. The indications for CKRT were acute kidney injury (AKI) along with 
oliguria (n=19, 50%), circulatory failure(n=10, 26%) , hyperammonemia (n=8, 21%) , sepsis(n=1, 2%). 12 patients 
could stop CKRT after median 69 hours [4 to 363hours], a patient switched maintenance KRTD after 3days and 28 
patients expired in median 23 days [1 to 110 days]. All patients developed thrombocytopenia and 28 patients(74%) had 
severe thrombocytopenia. Thrombocytopenia was found 6.1hours after commencement of CKRT, reached its nadir in 
1day, and recovered 7days of CKRT in 10 cases excluding 28 patients who demised in status of thrombocytopenia. 
When compared with moderate thrombocytopenia, those with severe thrombocytopenia were more commonly having 
thrombocytopenia before the application of CRRT (p-value < 0.05). while birth weight, gestational age, sepsis, using 
anticoagulation or inotropics, albumin, creatinine level were not different between the two groups. When severe 
thrombocytopenia occurred within 48 hours after the initiation of CKRT, mortality was higher with 81% . 
 
Conclusions: Thrombocytopenia is common in cases of CKRT performed in NICU, and severe thrombocytopenia, 
whose risk factors included having thrombocytopenia before the application of CRRT. Mortality rates were higher when 
severe thrombocytopenia lower than 50,000/uL occurred within 48 hours after commencement of CKRT. 
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Implementation and Evaluation of an Educational Program for Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy for 
Pediatric Critical Care Fellows Using a Hybrid of Gamification and Team Based Learning 

Kristin J Dolan1, Ayse Akcan Arikan1, Danny Castro1, Satid Thammasitboon1 

1Baylor College of Medicine- Pediatric Critical Care Medicine 

 
Background: Continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) is a critical treatment in pediatric intensive care units. It is 
crucial for pediatric critical care medicine (CCM) fellows to grasp CRRT principles in-depth. Our aim was to develop 
an effective training program for accelerated competency acquisition, optimizing care for critically ill children 
undergoing CRRT. 
 
Program Design and Methods: We employed Educational Design Research (EDR) to develop an evidence-based, 
theory-informed program. The strengths of EDR lie in its pragmatic approach to address educational problem(s) and 
innovate solutions through an iterative design process, set in a real-world educational environment. 
Our program consisted of a two-part workshop, utilizing a blended learning of course work and simulations. The course 
work was distinctive, combining multimodal approaches and strategically integrating Team Based Learning (TBL) and 
online game-based learning components. Our design principles revolved around a modified TBL for the course, 
enriched with engaging “choose your own adventure (CYOA)” branching scenarios as pre-course work. 
 
Participants engaged clinical scenarios on the “Survey Monkey” platform, presented in a CYOA format. This was 
followed by an in-person course where TBL elaborated on the pre-course content, complemented by hands-on activities. 
Part two built on key concepts from the first, introducing more complex simulations. 
 
Results: We evaluated the program using Kirkpatrick’s four-level model. Eighteen CCM fellows participated. Feedback 
highlighted the program as being fun, engaging and relevant to their current practice (mean 4.89, SD 0.31). The CYOA 
was notably enjoyable and preferred over the traditional pre-course reading methods (mean 4.9, SD 0.30). Both the TBL 
format and the group activities/simulations were deemed effective (mean 4.88, SD 0.32) and met personal expectations 
(mean 4.96, SD 0.20). 
 
Conclusion: By integrating TBL and gamification within a blended learning framework, we successfully developed an 
impactful CRRT training for pediatric CCM fellows. Plans underway include expanding this program locally to multiple 
healthcare disciplines (i.e., nursing, advanced practice provider, etc.) and multi-institutionally for combined remote TBL 
sessions. Ongoing evaluation will focus on knowledge acquisition and practice transfer, aiming to enhance care quality 
for pediatric patients receiving CRRT. 
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Patterns in Saline Flush Intervals Observed in Hemodialysis (HD): The Scheduling of Saline Flushes and its 
Correlation with HD Treatment Variables. 

Sheshadri Thiruvenkadam1, Christopher Gunter1, Arvind Jammalamadaka1, Logan Rivas1, Michael Aragon1, Cynthia 
D’Alessandri-Silva1 

1Outset Medical 

 
Extracorporeal circuit clotting (ECC) is a well-established complication of hemodialysis (HD) and is associated with an 
increased need for the administration of anticoagulants (e.g., heparin). The use of anticoagulants often leads to treatment 
interruptions, adverse events and can overall decrease efficacy of treatment. Coagulation is most often associated with 
clotting of the filter, problematic vascular access, fluctuations in blood pressure, and/or inefficient pre-dialysis 
anticoagulation efforts. Intermittent Predilution Convective Hemodialysis (IPCH) via Saline Flush, addresses the burden 
of ECC by providing a less hemotoxic anticoagulant, allows for less treatment interruptions due to ECC, and increases 
hourly clearance by adding convective clearance (middle molecule clearance) to standard hemodialysis treatment. 
 
An analysis of acute hemodialysis (AHD) treatments performed by the Tablo® Hemodialysis System was performed to 
quantify the use of IPCH via Saline Flush in patients receiving in hospital AHD. A multivariate analysis with high-
pressure alarm occurrence as the dependent variable and key treatment parameters as covariates was done. The 
objective is to look at the associations of occurrence of high-pressure alarms with key treatment and patient parameters. 
 
A total of 3,864 AHD treatments were analyzed across multiple acute-care centers. The mean cycle time was 203.1 ± 
50.5 min, mean blood and dialysate flow rates of 331.3 ± 54.2 and 292.4 ± 30.3 ml/min, respectively. A positive 
association (OR: 1.21, CI: [1.06,1.39], p=<0.001) was noted between high-pressure alarming (detection of a measurable 
increase in circuit pressure (venous, arterial) and a detection of low-systolic blood pressure. Conversely, the continuous 
monitoring of intradialytic pressure, and the automated saline delivery mechanism proves to be precise, with the 
observation of low saline flush intervals (administration of saline in short bursts) reporting a negative association (OR: 
0.72, CI: [0.54, 0.97], p=<0.001) with high-pressure alarming. 
 
Patients requiring HD, in the acute-care setting, are at a higher risk for ECC, yet precise machine alarming (i.e., high-
pressure alarm) can mitigate this patient risk. The standard of prescribing anticoagulants (e.g., heparin) in HD is no 
longer the state-of-the-art, therefore the ability to prescribe automated low-flush interval saline flushing (short-bursts) 
can be of great advantage. 
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The Role of Critical Care Nephrology in Antibody-Mediated Cardiac Transplant Rejection Managed with 
Extracorporeal Blood Purification Technique 

Paola Borbolla-Flores1, Juan P Gómez-Villarreal2, Ricardo Garza-Treviño2, Allan Méndez-Rodríguez1, Eduardo H 
Herrera-Garza1, Lilia M Rizo-Topete1 

1Hospital Christus Muguerza Alta Especialidad, 2Hospital Universitario Dr. José Eleuterio González 

 
Introduction: Therapeutic plasma exchange (TPE) using a CRRT machine allows the removal of pathogenic substances 
and can be offered as initial treatment for antibody-mediated rejection (AMR) in cardiac transplant. The role of the 
nephrologist is essential, since is in charge of the prescription. The filter TPE 2000 as membrane filtration, with an 
effective surface area of 0.35 m2 of polypropylene with ethylene oxide sterilization, targets large-molecular-weight 
substances present in plasma as immunoglobulin. 
 
Clinical case: A 24-year-old woman, post cardiac transplantation 4 months prior to admission for dilated 
cardiomyopathy, arrived to ER with progressive dyspnea, orthopnea and oliguria. VS: BP 91/64 mmHg, HR 120bpm, 
24 RR, O2 sat 85%. Echocardiography: LVEF 20%, severe cardiac graft dysfunction with severe impairment of 
biventricular function TAPSE 0. A myocardial biopsy was performed. She presented pulseless electrical activity and 
ALS were performed for 2 minutes, successfully. Inotropic and vasopressors were started, orotracheal intubation was 
required and the patient was transferred to ICU. Biopsy results shows acute cellular rejection 2R. Positive for changes 
compatible with AMR. Steroids and TPE were offered. 5 sessions of plasma exchange with TPE 2000 membrane were 
given, prescription with 1.5 plasma exchange each one with albumin at 25% (Table 1). Vasopressor reduction, inotropic 
withdrawal, and LVEF increase to 40% were achieve after treatment. There was also a decrease in inflammatory 
biomarkers as C-reactive protein and iL-6. The patient continues with immune suppressant therapy, and she is stable as 
she waits for the next step in regard of the heart failure and a possible second transplant. 
 
Discussion: Allograft dysfunction due to AMR is one of the worst complications post heart transplantations. Many 
therapies have been useful for these patients as steroids, immunoglobulin intravenous and TPE. In this case we were 
able to evaluate the allograft disfunction previously to TPE, and sub sequential improvement which was LVEF pre-TPE 
20% to post-TPE 40%. This can guide us to continue the research about TPE in AMR as there is no evidence-based 
guidelines that establish this therapy for patients as complex as this are. In Latin America is not a common practice in 
this kind of patients, so, more research should be achieved so we can offer extracorporeal blood purification techniques 
to patients as critically ill as the one presented here. 
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Growth during the first 3 months of life in infants in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit with dialysis dependent 
chronic kidney failure 

Kara C Short1, Perrin Bickert1, Janelle Hanick1, Jessica Potts2, David Askenazi2 

1Children's of Alabama, 2University of Alabama at Birmingham - Division of Pediatric Nephrology 

 
Background: Survival of neonates with chronic kidney failure (CKF) requiring dialysis has increased as technology to 
support these patients has improved. Many of these neonates require prolonged continuous renal replacement therapy 
(CRRT), are chronically ill, have severe pulmonary hypoplasia requiring extensive ventilator time, and additional 
comorbidities. Adequate nutrition is critical for these patients, yet scant data exist on energy requirements and growth 
outcomes. 
 
Methods: We sought to discover if our nutrition recommendations for neonates and infants on CRRT were adequate for 
weight and height growth. We performed a retrospective review of 19 neonates at Children’s of Alabama who required 
CRRT within the first month of life between 2016 and 2022. Of the 24 infants with CKF who required CRRT in the first 
month of life, 19 (79.2%) survived. Our primary outcome was weight z-score ≥-2 vs. < -2. Our secondary outcome was 
height z-score ≥-2 vs. <-2. We compared demographics, comorbidities, transition to peritoneal dialysis (PD), the effect 
of a decrease in our standard dosing of RRT clearance, from body surface area dosing of 2000/1.72/m2, to 
24mL/kg/hour, in May 2018, and daily energy goal modifications in 2019 and 2021 across our neonatal dialysis 
program by groups. 
 
Results: Of the 19 subjects who survived to 90 days, 11 (58%) had a weight z-score ≥- 2 and 8 (42%) were <-2. 
Alternatively, 8 (42%) had a height z-score ≥-2 and 11 (58%) were <-2. One fourth (26.3%) required extracorporeal 
membrane oxygenation (ECMO). Despite many comorbidities, none were statistically significant regarding z-score at 
90 days for either weight or height. Patients who transitioned to PD sooner had better z-scores in weight and height. 
Those with lower CRRT clearance had better z-scores for weight, with no difference seen in height. Higher calorie and 
protein goal targets were associated with increased patients’ 90-day weight z-scores (both p< 0.01) but there was no 
statistical difference for height z-score. 
 
Conclusion: Care of these babies is very complex; many will not survive. Growth is essential for their progress as they 
work towards a chronic dialysis modality. A 24 mL/kg/hour clearance rate and higher caloric and protein targets were 
associated with higher rates of patients staying within the normative curves. Additional studies are needed to understand 
the effects of RRT on growth and development. 
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Comparing Efficiency and Safety of Double Filtration Plasmapheresis with Therapeutic Plasma Exchange in the 
Treatment of Lupus Nephritis 

Yeqing Xie1, Jiarui Xu1, Jiawei Yu1, Jiachang Hu1, Wuhua Jiang1, Bo Shen1, Xialian Xu1, Xiaoqiang Ding1 

1Department of Nephrology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University 

 
Background: Large number of antibodies are the significant characteristics of lupus nephritis (LN), and therapeutic 
plasma exchange (TPE) was used to quickly remove the antibodies and control the symptoms. Considering plasma 
limitation, double filtration plasmapheresis (DFPP) has been recently administrated in LN treatment. This study was to 
discuss the efficiency and safety of these two techniques in the treatment of LN. 
 
Methods: This retrospective study recruited the patients pathological conformed as LN from May 2019 to December 
2021 who received either TPE or DFPP treatment. The clinical parameters before and after plasmapheresis, adverse 
events, patient survival rate and renal outcomes during follow-up were collected to compare the effectiveness and 
safety. 
 
Results: A total of 33 LN patients confirmed by renal biopsy were included in this study, including 12 cases of DFPP 
and 21 cases receiving TPE treatment. There was no statistical significance between two types of plasmaphereses in the 
levels of anti-dsDNA antibody titers, 24h urinary protein and SLEDAI during the follow up. During the 6 months after 
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treatment, patients' all-cause of mortality rate (16.6% vs. 14.3%, P=0.89) demonstrated no statistical significance 
between two groups. The kidney survival showed statically higher in DFPP groups when compared to TPE group (90% 
vs. 50%, P=0.04) in the survival patients. During the follow-up, there was no significant difference in the total rate of 
adverse events between the two group (18.6% vs. 20.0%, P=0.11). 

Conclusion: There is no significant difference in the short-term efficacy and safety of TPE and DFPP in the treatment of 
LN. For the treatment of LN, DFPP is an effective alternative to TPE for patients with plasma limitation. 

 DFPP Group TPE Group P value 
All-cause of mortality 16.6% 14.3% 0.89 
Kidney survival (total) 75% 42.9% 0.12 

Kidney survival (survival) 90% 50% 0.04 
Adverse events: 18.6% 20.0% 0.11 

-Allergic reaction 0 8.5%  
-hemorrhage 0 0  
-hypotension 8.5% 3.4%  

-filter coagulation 11.4% 6.8%  
-infection 0 0  
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The Performance of ChatGPT-3.5 versus ChatGPT-4 on CRRT Alarm Troubleshooting Questions 

Mohammad S Sheikh1, Fawad M Qureshi1, Kianoush B Kashani1, Charat Thongprayoon1, Iasmina M Craici1, Wisit 
Cheungpasitporn1 

1Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 

Background: Accurate interpretation of CRRT machine alarms is crucial in the intensive care setting. ChatGPT, with its 
advanced natural language processing capabilities, has emerged as a tool that is evolving and advancing in its ability to 
assist with healthcare information. This study is designed to evaluate the accuracy of the ChatGPT-3.5 and ChatGPT-4 
models in addressing queries related to CRRT alarm troubleshooting. 
 
Methods: The assessment consisted of two rounds of evaluation for ChatGPT-3.5 and ChatGPT-4, with each model 
addressing 50 CRRT machine alarm questions verified by two critical care nephrologists. Accuracy was determined by 
comparing the model responses to a predetermined answer key, and consistency was noted by comparing outcomes 
across the two rounds. Consistency was assessed by comparing outcomes across the two rounds, utilizing the Cohen's 
kappa statistic to measure inter-rater reliability and control for chance agreement. 
 
Results: ChatGPT-3.5 scored 86.0% (43/50) on the first run and 84.0% (42/50) on the second run. ChatGPT-4 scored 
90.0% (45/50) on the first run and 92% (46/50) on the second run. Overall agreement between ChatGPT-3.5 first and 
second runs was 84.0% (kappa = 0.759), with the same response in 42 of 50 questions, of which 39 were correct, and 
three were incorrect. Overall agreement between ChatGPT-4 first and second runs was 92.0% (kappa = 0.889), with the 
same response in 46 of 50 questions, of which 44 were correct and two were incorrect. Furthermore, when assessing 
open-ended questions and narrative responses, both ChatGPT versions produced answers that aligned with the multiple-
choice answer key without leading to potentially harmful recommendations. 
 
Conclusion: Within CRRT machine alarms and troubleshooting, ChatGPT-4 outperformed ChatGPT-3.5 in accuracy 
and consistency. However, there is still potential for further development to achieve even greater reliability. This 
advancement is essential for ensuring the highest patient care and safety standards in managing CRRT machine-related 
issues. 

 

90



 
 

AKI & CRRT 2024 ABSTRACTS 

74 

Advancing Patient Education in Critical Care Nephrology: ChatGPT's Role in CRRT and AKI Information 
Dissemination 

Mohammad S Sheikh1, Supawadee Suppadungsuk1, Charat Thongprayoon1, Jing Miao1, Fawad M Qureshi1, Kianoush B 
Kashani1, Wisit Cheungpasitporn1 

1Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 
 
Background: 
Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT) and Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) are critical areas in nephrology where 
precise information is essential. Though the capability of ChatGPT in addressing complex clinical nephrology inquiries 
remains under exploration, its effectiveness in simpler, patient education-oriented questions has not been thoroughly 
assessed. This study aims to evaluate the proficiency of ChatGPT 4.0 in responding to such questions, especially when 
subjected to various linguistic alterations. 
 
Methods: 
Eighty-nine questions were sourced from the Mayo Clinic Handbook for educating patients on CRRT and AKI. These 
questions were categorized as original questions in well-written layperson's terms, paraphrased questions with different 
interrogative adverbs, paraphrased questions resulting in incomplete sentences, and paraphrased questions containing 
misspelled words. Two nephrologists specializing in critical care nephrology verified the questions for medical 
accuracy. A chi-squared statistical test was conducted to ascertain if notable discrepancies exist in ChatGPT 4.0's 
performance across these different question formats. 
 
Results: 
Overall accuracy for all questions was high, with original and adverb-altered questions scoring 96.63% and incomplete 
sentences and misspellings scoring 97.75%. The chi-squared test revealed no statistically significant difference in 
performance (p-value: 0.94) in accuracy for all questions. For CRRT questions, accuracy was 96.00% for original and 
paraphrased questions with different adverbs and 98.00% for paraphrased questions with incomplete sentences and 
misspellings. In contrast, AKI questions consistently showed a 97.30% accuracy rate across all question types. A 
comparison of CRRT and AKI question responses revealed no substantial statistical disparity (p-value: 0.10). 
 
Conclusion: 
ChatGPT 4.0 exhibits a high level of accuracy in responding to patient education level for CRRT and AKI, maintaining 
consistent performance across various linguistic modifications. Future studies must explore its integration into actual 
clinical practice for patient education. This would provide a more comprehensive understanding of its applicability and 
effectiveness in real-world medical settings. 
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Extracorporeal therapy using microbeads to treat refractory septic shock by removing excessive reactive oxygen 
species 

Han-Gil Jeong1, Pilseon Im2, Donghee Kim1, Jaeyun Kim2 

1Seoul National University Bundang Hospital, Seongnam, Republic of Korea, 2Sungkyunkwan University, Suwon, 
Republic of Korea 

 
Introduction 
Extracorporeal hemoperfusion therapies that remove endotoxin or cytokines were considered promising but have still 
been deemed ineffective. We aim to develop an extracorporeal therapy using microbeads that could effectively treat 
refractory septic shock by removing excessive reactive oxygen species. 
 
Methods 
The mesocellular silica foams (MCF) microbeads were synthesized using a modified template method, while the cerium 
oxide nanoparticles (CeNP) were synthesized in an aqueous phase using 6-aminohexanoic acid. CeNP-loaded MCF 
microbeads (CeMCF) were obtained by mixing CeNPs solution with MCF microbeads. Male Sprague-Dawley rats (n = 
7 each group) were used in animal experiments. Rats were anesthetized, intubated, and mechanically ventilated, and 
cannulated in the right common carotid artery, right common femoral artery, and left common femoral vein, and circuit 
was set up using tubing, a peristaltic pump, and a microbead cartridge. A lethal dose of lipopolysaccharide (5 mg/kg) 
was intravenously injected. Hemoperfusion was performed for 4 hours at a flow rate of 1.5 ml/min. Resusciation with 
intravenous normal saline and norepinephrine (upto 1 mcg/kg/min) were performed. 
 
Results 
MCF with a size of about 500 micrometers and high surface area (244.73 m2/g) and pore volume (0.56 cm3/g) were 
synthesized. 1 g of MCF was mixed with 5 mg/mL CeNPs, resulting in 100% loading efficiency (Ce 12.54 wt% in 
CeMCF microbeads). The resulting CeMCF microbeads had sufficient reactive oxygen species scavenging properties in 
hydrogen peroxide and hydroxyl radical assays, with CeMCF exhibiting up to 90% scavenging efficiency at a 
concentration of 10mg. To enhance hemocompatibility, microbeads were coated with polyvinylpyrrolidone. In cartridge 
system tests, CeMCF microbeads showed significant hydrogen peroxide removal efficiency, with approximately 40% 
removal after 1 cycle, 50% after 2 cycles, and 96% after 7 cycles, while MCF microbeads showed no significant 
removal. In refractory septic shock animal model, the treatment significantly improved the survival rate compared to the 
control group (100% vs. 0%, p-value < 0.001). The treated group showed better recovery from refractory septic shock, 
while the control group remained refractory to the maximum dose of vasopressor (p-value < 0.001 for both MAP and 
norepinephrine dose). 
 
Conclusion 
Our findings suggest that hemoperfusion with CeMCF microbeads could be a promising therapy option for septic shock 
treatment. 

Figure on following page 
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Improving Management of Acute Kidney Injury Due to Lithium Intoxication: Assessing the Role of ChatGPT-4 
in Identifying Lithium Preparations 

Mohammad S Sheikh1, Erin F Barreto1, Benjamin J Dreesman1, Charat Thongprayoon1, Jing Miao1, Fawad M Qureshi1, 
Kianoush B Kashani1, Wisit Cheungpasitporn1 

1Mayo Clinic, Minnesota 
 
Background: 
The prompt recognition and management of drug intoxications, especially in cases of acute kidney injury (AKI), are 
paramount. Lithium, a common nephrotoxin, poses significant challenges with its narrow therapeutic index. The advent 
of artificial intelligence (AI) presents a novel tool for rapidly identifying these substances and facilitates timely 
diagnosis and treatment. This study focuses on lithium as a prototype of a dialyzable drug to assess the capacity of AI 
models, specifically ChatGPT-4, in distinguishing between lithium and non-lithium medications based on image 
recognition. 
 
Methods: 
This study involved analyzing twenty-five images of various lithium preparations, detailing the medication type, dose, 
and an assessment of accuracy. An additional twenty-five non-lithium medication images were included as controls. 
These images were processed by ChatGPT-4 at a resolution of 200 DPI, and the AI’s ability to identify medication type, 
dose, and imprint was assessed. The performance was benchmarked against verified data from webpoisoncontrol.org. 
 
Results: 
ChatGPT-4 demonstrated a high accuracy rate (92%) in identifying lithium drug preparations, which is critical in 
managing drug-induced AKI. However, misidentifications accounted for 8% of the lithium preparations, where specific 
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cases included confusing lithium carbonate 600mg capsules with potassium chloride ER 750 mg or lithium carbonate 
300 mg capsules for Bupropion 300 mg tablets. ChatGPT-4 also accurately identified 100% of the non-lithium images, 
indicating its efficacy in distinguishing between lithium and non-lithium medications. 
 
Conclusion: 
The study highlights the potential of ChatGPT-4 as a supportive tool in identifying drugs that could lead to 
nephrotoxicity or those that are cleared by the kidney. However, the occasional misidentifications emphasize the crucial 
role of human oversight in the AI-assisted drug identification process, particularly in the context of AKI, where the 
stakes of medication errors are high. 
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Reduced dysfunction of hemodialysis catheters via a blood flow control system ～an ex vivo evaluation～ 

Yoshimitsu Takahashi1, Mitsunobu Yanagisawa2, Naoki Momose3, Suguru Yamamoto4, Ichiei Narita4 

1Niigata university of health and welfare, 2Big yis, 3Jichi Medical University Saitama Medical Center, 4Niigata 
University Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences 

 
Purpose 
To assess the potential improvement in hemodialysis catheter dysfunction by implementing blood pump control based 
on pressure changes in the blood circuit. 
 
Materials ＆ Method 
The roller pump with a blood flow control system and ex vivo pig vein was employed. An ex vivo pig vein evaluation 
system was developed and used in laboratory. The catheters were inserted into an extracted pig vein of approximately 
10 mm in diameter and 100 mm in length. The pig vein was connected to the blood circuit and the vein was filled with 
50% glycerol solution and circulated at a flow rate of 800 mL/min. The blood flow in the catheters was set at 150 
mL/min. The blood flow was controlled by an external signal to reduce its speed when the catheter dysfunction occurred 
due to suction of the vessel wall by the catheter.	 The control conditions involved decreasing the blood flow to 
50mL/min/s when the internal pressure of the blood circuit before the roller pump reached -120 mmHg or -180 mmHg. 
The roller pump was stopped when the internal pressure reached -200 mmHg. 
 
Result 
The pressure in the circuit during the normal operation changed in the range of -70 to -110 mmHg. Under the conditions 
of the internal pressure of the blood circuit before the pump reached -120 mmHg, after the internal pressure reached -
120 mmHg and blood flow control started, blood flow showed 50.6±31.4 mL/min, internal pressure showed -172±16.8 
mmHg. And then all the catheters dysfunction well improved and didn’t stop the blood pump in this case. Under the 
conditions of the internal pressure of the blood circuit before the pump reached -180 mmHg, when blood flow control 
started after the internal pressure reached -180 mmHg, blood flow showed 46.9±50.1 mL/min, internal pressure showed 
-197±12.7 mmHg. And then the catheters dysfunction didn’t improve and stopped the blood pump. 
 
Conclusion 
Controlling the blood pump prior to the occurrence of excessive negative internal pressure in the blood circuit could 
effectively reduce the frequency of blood pump stoppages. 
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The impacts of skeletal muscle mass and quality on kidney recovery of patients with acute kidney injury 
receiving continuous renal replacement therapy 

Jin Hyuk Paek1, Jiyun Jung2, Jeong-Hoon Kim3, Yong Chul Kim4, Tae Hyun Ban5, Kyeongmin Kim6, Kipyo Kim7, 
Hyosang Kim8, Woo Yeong Park1, Jae Yoon Park9 

1Keimyung University Dongsan Hospital, Daegu, South Korea, 2Clinical Trial Center, Dongguk University Ilsan 
Hospital, Goyang, South Korea, 3Department of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, Kyungpook National 
University, Kyungpook National University Chilgok Hospital, Daegu, South Korea, 4Department of Internal Medicine, 
Seoul National University Hospital, Seoul, South Korea, 5Department of Internal Medicine, Eunpyeong St. Mary’s 
Hospital, College of Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea, Seoul, South Korea, 6Department of Internal 
Medicine, Daejeon Eulji University Medical Center, Daejeon, South Korea, 7Department of Internal Medicine, Inha 
University School of Medicine, Incheon, South Korea, 8Division of Nephrology, Department of Internal Medicine, Asan 
Medical Center, University of Ulsan College of Medicine, Seoul, South Korea, 9Department of Internal Medicine, 
Dongguk University College of Medicine, Gyeongju, South Korea 

 
Introduction: Although there are increasing interests in kidney recovery after acute kidney injury (AKI), little is known 
about patients with severe AKI requiring continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT). It is known that sarcopenia is 
associated with poor prognosis not only in chronic inflammatory conditions but also in acute disease. Recent study 
revealed that muscle mass and quality were significant determinants of mortality in patients with CRRT. However, few 
studies evaluated the effect of sarcopenia on kidney recovery in patients receiving CRRT. 
 
Methods: We collected 2051 AKI patients who underwent CRRT from eight medical centers between 2006 and 2021. 
The skeletal muscle area (SMA) was measured from the automated software from CT images at 3rd lumbar vertebra 
within 15 days of CRRT initiation, and classified as normal attenuation muscle area (NAMA) and low attenuation 
muscle area (LAMA) according to muscle density. We used Fine and Gray model to investigate the effects of muscle 
index adjusted by body mass index (BMI) on kidney recovery. 
 
Results: Of the 813 CRRT survivors, 682 (83.9%) patients were discharged without RRT. Increased SMA/BMI was 
independently associated with decreased risk of RRT dependence. Also, the 4th quartile of NAMA/BMI was 
significantly associated with decreased RRT dependence risk. However, non-significant effects of LAMA/BMI were 
observed. 
 
Conclusion: In patients with severe AKI receiving CRRT, not only the quantity but also the quality of muscle affects 
RRT dependence. 

Table on following page 
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A Study of Dilution Modes, Middle Molecule Clearance and TMP under Different Operational Conditions in 
CVVH 

Zhongping Huang1, Jeffrey J Letteri2, Anil C Attaluri3 

1West Chester University of Pennsylvania, 2Renatec Consulting, Inc. Punta Gorda Fl, USA, 3Pennsyvania State 
University, Middletown PA, USAz 
 
Introduction: An experimental study assessing specifically the effect of dilution modes on effective solute clearance in 
CRRT was investigated under CVVH mode, with pure post-dilution as the reference mode. The clearances for both 
small and middle molecules were measured for varying degrees of post/pre-dilution balance and different flow 
conditions.  
 
Materials and Methods: The Prismaflex (Baxter) machine was used to deliver replacement fluid at different dilution 
points [pre-blood pump dilution (PBP), PRE, and POST]. Simulated treatment (N=3 for each condition) involved 6 l of 
bovine blood (Hct ~ 35%, 34oC-36oC) processed at zero net ultrafiltration for a duration of 240 minutes. A 1.4 m2 
hemofilter (HF 1400; Baxter) was used. The three experimental conditions were: 1) blood flow rate (QB): 190 mL/min; 
replacement flow rate (QR): 2 L/hr (33 mL/min), 2) QB: 290 mL/min; QR: ~3 L/hr (50 mL/min, 3) QB: 380 mL/min; 
QR: ~4 L/hr (67 mL/min). These conditions were chosen to maintain filtration > 25% in POST. Solute clearance 
estimates at various time points were based on mass balance calculations.  
 
Results and Discussion: No significant differences (p > 0.05) in inulin clearance between post-dilution and pre-dilution 
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mode, post-dilution and pre-pump-dilution mode, and pre-dilution and pre-pump-dilution mode were observed. 
Decreases in MM SC and clearance, in concert with increases in TMP. w/o changes in filter pressure over time were 
seen post dilution only.  
 
Conclusions: 1) SM solute clearance is not affected by TMP increases 2) MM SC decreased substantially in POST with 
time, likely due to secondary membrane effects, evidenced by predictable pressure changes. 3) The data obtained by 
varying Pre- and Post-percentages are predictable for SM but not for MM. 4) Higher clearance values for MM can be 
achieved in Pre and PBP rather than in Post only under low TMP. These results should be considered when TMP 
increases in post Dilution CVVH and MM removal rates need to be preserved. These results may indicate that current 
practice of filter use of over 48 hours may maintain SM removal only to sacrifice MM removal in that no meaningful 
MM removal may happen in long duration filter patency POST dilution CVVH. 
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Innovation of a neonatal peritoneal dialysis catheter to Expand Dialysis Capabilities for Critically Ill Neonates in 
Low and Middle Income Countries 

Sergio A Ruiz Vega1, Mignon McCulloch2, Carl Russel3, Aaron Lottes1, Hyowon Lee1, Danielle E Soranno3 

1Purdue University, Weldon School of Bioengineering, 2University of Cape Town, 3Indiana University School of Medicine 

 
Purpose: Peritoneal dialysis (PD) serves as the primary dialysis therapy for neonates facing acute kidney injury (AKI) in 
low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) due to its safety, simplicity, and cost-effectiveness. However, despite recent 
advancements, the pediatric population lacks dedicated PD catheters, leaving them underserved. Consequently, 
clinicians in in LMICs often use adult-designed catheters off-label. This practice heightens the risk of complications 
such as catheter occlusion due to fibrin clots and omentum wrapping, particularly in smaller catheters with fixed 
diameter sideports within the pigtail loop (e.g., Seldinger inserted Cook Multipurpose Drainage Catheter), leading to 
frequent occlusion at the proximal sideport. 
 
Methods & Results: Our catheter design addresses this issue by integrating variable-diameter sideports at both the inner 
and outer loop diameters. This design aims to distribute flow rate more evenly across each sideport, minimizing 
occlusion risks. In a numerical simulation using an 8.5 Fr Cook Pigtail Multipurpose Drainage Catheter (Figure 1a), 
70% of the drained fluid entered through the two most proximal sideports, increasing fluid pressure and attracting fibrin 
clots and omentum. To counteract this, our design reduces fluid pressure at these ports compared to the standard design 
by duplicating the amount of sideports. Additionally, the proximal holes are half the size of the distal ones, ensuring 
balanced flow rates (Figure 1b). 
 
Experimental evaluation consisted of a fibrin clot analog placed in the inner loop diameter, simulating an 
intraabdominal pressure of approximately 15 mmHg (Figure 1c). The experimental catheter was made from an 8.5 Fr 
polyethylene tube and thermoformed into a pigtail tip and the sideports were made with biopsy punchers. Drainage 
volume after 5 minutes was recorded under occluded and unoccluded states. Figure 1d illustrates the difference in 
drainage volume between occluded and unoccluded states for each catheter design. The control catheter displayed a 
significant difference, suggesting compromised drainage performance due to the fibrin clot analog, while our catheter 
design showed minimal variance. 
 
Conclusion: This cost-effective solution reduces fluid pressure at proximal sideports, ensuring uniform distribution 
along the catheter's length, thereby diminishing particle concentration and lowering the risk of catheter occlusion. 

Figure on following page 
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Transdermal Measurement Detects GFR Changes during Cardiopulmonary Bypass: A Pre-Clinical Ovine Study 

Stuart L Goldstein1, Richard Dorshow2, JR Johnson2, Spencer Hogue1, Angela Cummins1, James Reagor1, Awais 
Ashfaq1, Carolyn Doerning1, Kevin Kulshretha1, David Morales1 

1Cincinnati Children's Hospital, 2MediBeacon, Incorporated 

 
Background: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is associated with increased morbidity and mortality in patients undergoing 
CPB. AKI diagnosis currently depends on changes in serum creatinine and/or oliguria which are measured in the post-
operative period. Relmapirazin (MB-102) is a fluorescent GFR marker detectable by transdermal measurement; 
decreases in transdermal fluorescent intensity can be translated continuously in real-time to an accurate GFR (tGFR) in 
patients with stable chronic kidney disease (CKD). We aimed to leverage continuous tGFR assessment to assess for 
potential GFR changes associated with renal perfusion in a CPB ovine model. 
 
Methods: Experiments were conducted over a three day period. The tGFR sensor was attached and the sequence of 
studies were: 1) injection before CPB distribution then transdermal fluorescent monitoring pre-CPB (1 hour), during 
CPB (4 hours), and after (1 hour) CPB and 2) injection for 4 hours POD1 & POD2. CPB started with a high perfusion 
rate, then transitioned to a low rate and then back to a high rate. Plasma samples were collected hourly for MB-102 
measurement during CPB. 
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Results: Continuous transdermal fluorescence intensity and hourly plasma MB-102 concentrations are depicted in the 
Figure. Numeric clearance rates (fluorescent intensity/hour) extrapolated from decrease in transdermal fluorescence are 
depicted next to each phase of the experiment. Transdermal clearance rate was 0.72/hour on POD1 and 0.99/hour on 
POD2. 
 
Conclusions: Transdermal MB102 detection of fluorescent intensity approximated plasma disappearance closely. 
Transdermal MB102 detection of fluorescent intensity change occurred instantaneously with changes in renal perfusion 
on CPB. We detected persistent decrease in transdermal clearance rates on POD1 with recovery to baseline clearance 
POD2. We suggest real-time transdermal GFR assessment is possible during CPB with our technology. 

 

 

82 

POCUS for diagnosis of congestive kidney due to severe acidemia 

Kana Shirai1, Keisuke Yoshida1, Masahiko Yazawa1, Yugo Shibagaki1 

1St Marianna University 
 
A 51-year-old woman with mitochondrial myopathy with chronic heart failure was admitted due to loss of appetite and 
failure to thrive. She presented with acute kidney injury (AKI) and severe acidemia. Given her medical history and 
physical examination, prerenal causes (hypovolemia/hypotension) of AKI were considered most likely. However, with a 
significantly elevated NT-proBNP level of 14700, congestive kidney was also considered. Bedside echocardiography 
showed no evidence of low output syndrome, whereas VExUS (Venous Excess Ultrasound) Score indicated assessed as 
Grade 2 (moderate congestion). In addition to administering fluids for the suspected prerenal causes 
(hypovolemia/hypotension), sodium bicarbonate was administered suspecting a negative impact of severe acidemia on 
cardiac function. With the improvement of acidemia and only a small volume of fluid therapy, there was a rapid 
improvement in AKI with normalization of VExUS score. This suggested that the main cause of AKI was congestive 
kidney. This case demonstrated the significant contribution of VExUS in accurate diagnosis and treatment. 

Figure on following page 
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When Time is Everything: Reducing Time to Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy Initiation 

Amy E Hanson1, Michelle Voivodas1, Jason Burnham1, Daniel T Cater1, Joey Hobson1, David S Hains1, Jessalynn 
Parsley1, Michelle C Starr1 

1Riley Hospital for Children, Indianapolis, IN, USA 
 
Purpose: Continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) is often used in critically ill patients and is an invasive and 
technically complex form of extracorporeal support. In some patients, such as those with hyperkalemia or inborn errors 
of metabolism with hyperammonemia, CRRT needs to be initiated quickly to prevent mortality or serious morbidity. 
The time from decision to initiate CRRT to CRRT initiation is often prolonged, leading to delays and poor patient 
outcomes. The purpose of this study is to make sustainable improvements in our time to CRRT initiation through new 
processes, ongoing education and continuous QI process improvement from baseline (2020) to current; the ultimate goal 
is achievement and sustaining CRRT <2 hours from decision to CRRT initiation. 
 
Methods: Since 2020, Riley hospital CRRT committee maintained a prospective CRRT database. An interdisciplinary 
CRRT team meets monthly. After performing a current state assessment of barriers to timely CRRT initiation, the 
CRRT Team has completed several PDSA cycles including remote initiation (Winter 2021), education (Spring/Summer 
2022), and an Urgent Start CRRT Protocol (Winter 2023). Time from decision to initiation of CRRT was determined 
based on placement of orders and documentation of CRRT initiation. In cases with delayed CRRT initiation, root cause 
analysis was performed to identify areas for future improvement. 
 
Results / Conclusion: There was a sustained and significant decrease in the time to CRRT initiation during the multiple 
PDSA cycles throughout the 2.5 years of the project (Figure 1). The implementation of CRRT telemedicine initiations 
improved timeliness, with telemedicine starts occurring on average 3.0 hours after decision to initiate therapy compared 
to 5.8 hours for all in-person CRRT starts (p < 0.001). The largest improvement in timeliness occurred after the 
initiation of an Urgent Start Protocol, which has been used in 3 patients to date, resulting in time to initiation of 115, 90, 
and 70 minutes. 
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Impact of Daily Fluid Balance on Mortality in Patients with AKI on Continuous Kidney Replacement Therapy 

Abigail Bradner1, Akshith Doddi1, Ambika Ramesh1, Aisha Abbasi1, Khaled Shawwa1 

1West Virginia University 

 
Background: Patients with multiple organ failure receive large amounts of resuscitative fluid; however, this places them 
at high risk for fluid overload (FO). Previous investigations on the impact of fluid balance on mortality in patients with 
AKI on continuous kidney replacement therapy (CKRT) has yielded conflicting results. Multiple studies have 
investigated fluid balance at different time intervals of CKRT, looking at initial or final fluid balance or after 72 hours 
of therapy. Previous reports have suggested a differential effect of sepsis on the relationship between fluid balance and 
mortality in this group of patients. 
 
Methods: Patients with acute kidney injury (AKI) who required CKRT between 1/1/2012 and 1/1/2021 and were 
admitted to a tertiary academic hospital were included. Cox proportional hazard model was used to evaluate predictors 
of death during follow up. Daily fluid balance was treated as a time-dependent covariate. 
 
Results: There were 669 patients with AKI that required CKRT during the study period. Over-all mortality was 
observed in 449 (67%) patients. Patients who died during follow up were older (62 vs 55), and had higher SOFA score 
(10 vs 9), higher norepinephrine equivalent (NEE) requirement (0.21 vs 0.16 mcg/kg/min), higher lactate (5.2 vs 3.4 
mmol/L), lower mean arterial pressure (MAP) (75 vs 80 mmHg), and higher Charlson comorbidity index (8 vs 6) at 
CKRT initiation compared to survivors, p<0.001 for all comparisons. Fluid balance at time of CKRT initiation was 
comparable between survivors and non-survivors (0.9 vs 1.1, p=0.5). After adjusting for variables that were different 
between the two groups and clinically relevant ones (norepinephrine equivalents, mechanical ventilation, MAP and fluid 
balance at time of CRRT initiation, Charlson comorbidity index, age, sex, SOFA score, lactate and weight), daily fluid 
balance was associated with worse mortality in patients with (HR= 1.2, 95% confidence interval [CI] 1.18-1.26, 
p<0.001) or without sepsis (HR= 1.18, 95%CI: 1.07-1.3, p<0.001) per 1 Liter increase. 
 
Conclusion: In this study, daily fluid balance, treated as a time-dependent covariate, showed association with mortality. 
This was independent of sepsis and septic shock. 
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ChatGPT: Transforming CRRT Fluid Management - Revolutionizing Calculations for Lightened Nurse 
Workload and Enhanced Patient Care 

Nasrin Nikravangolsefid1, Supawadee Suppadungsuk1, Charat Thongprayoon1, Wisit Cheungpasitporn1, Kianoush B 
Kashani1 

1Mayo Clinic Rochester, 2Mayo Clinic Rochester, 3Mayo Clinic Rochester, 4Mayo Clinic Rochester, 5Mayo Clinic 
Rochester 

 
Background: Calculating ultrafiltration (UF) rates for Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT) in critically ill 
patients is a complex and essential task in Intensive Care Units (ICUs). Chat Generative Pre-trained Transformer 
(ChatGPT) has the potential for various medical applications, from research to patient care. This study evaluates the 
performance of ChatGPT-3.5 and ChatGPT-4 in calculating UF rates. 
 
Methods: We developed 100 hypothetical case scenarios with varying fluid removal goals, intakes, and outputs. 
ChatGPT-3.5 and ChatGPT-4 were provided these cases to calculate UF rates. Inaccurate initial calculations were 
corrected by providing the right formula to ChatGPT. Further complexity was added by incorporating intermittent 
intravenous fluids, blood products, and sudden changes in intake and output at various time intervals after starting fluid 
removal. The accuracy of calculating UF rates was assessed. 
 
Results: ChatGPT-3.5 achieved a 25% accuracy rate (25 correct out of 100 cases) in calculating UF rates for CRRT. In 
contrast, ChatGPT-4 demonstrated a remarkable improvement, achieving 97% accuracy (97 out of 100 cases) under 
basic conditions and 98% (95 out of 97 cases) under added complexity. 
 
Conclusion: ChatGPT-4 demonstrated significantly higher accuracy than ChatGPT-3.5 for complex CRRT UF rate 
calculations. This tool can offer a promising path for automating CRRT UF rate calculations, potentially alleviating the 
nurses' workload and enhancing the quality of healthcare delivery in ICUs. 
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Prediction of Intradialytic Hypotension (IDH) by Machine Learning: A Systematic Review 

Nasrin Nikravangolsefid1, Jacob Ninan1, Hong Hieu Truong1, Mariam Charkviani1, Raghavan Murugan1, Gilles 
Clermont1, Kianoush B Kashani1, Juan Pablo Domecq Garces1 

1Mayo Clinic Rochester, 2Mayo Clinic Rochester, 3Mayo Clinic Rochester, 4Mayo Clinic Rochester, 5University of 
Pittsburgh School of Medicine, 6University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, 7Mayo Clinic Rochester, 8Mayo Clinic 
Rochester 

 
Introduction: Intradialytic hypotension (IDH) is a common complication associated with increased morbidity, mortality, 
and cardiovascular events. Several machine learning (ML) algorithms have been recently developed to predict IDH. We 
aim to systematically review the ML models employed to predict IDH, their performance, methodological integrity, and 
clinical applicability. 
 
Methods: We conducted this systematic review with a pre-established protocol registered at the International 
Prospective Register of Systematic Reviews (PROSPERO ID: CRD42022362194). A comprehensive search was 
performed across six databases from inception to July 20, 2023. Two independent investigators (JN and NN) reviewed 
the articles, extracted data, and evaluated the risk of bias using the Prediction model Risk of Bias Assessment Tool 
(PROBAST). 
 
Results: Out of 84 screened articles, 42 studies underwent full-text review to include 16 studies with 14,500 adult 
patients on hemodialysis and 2,349 patients with acute kidney injury receiving continuous renal replacement therapy. 
Fourteen studies (87.5%) were found to have a high risk of bias. The IDH incidence was reported between 1.2% and 
51%. A diverse range of predictive ML tools were used to predict IDH, with eXtreme Gradient Boosting (XGBoost) 
being the most frequent, appearing in 7 studies (AUROC ranges: 0.82-0.97). Internal validation of ML models was 
conducted in 12 studies, while only one study performed internal and external validation. 
 
Conclusions: While the need for prediction of IDH using ML tools led to significant efforts, lack of thorough external 
and clinical validation, heterogeneity among the models and settings has resulted in a significant challenge to offer ML 
tools as a global solution for IDH prevention and management. Future studies should focus on external and clinical 
validation of these models, to enhance chances of clinically relevant change in clinical practices. 
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Survival Advantage of Early RRT Initiation during Pediatric ECMO 

Pilar Anton-Martin1, Vinai Modem2, Brian Bridges 3, Alvaro Coronado Munoz 4, Hitesh Sandhu 5 

1Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, 2Cooks Children's Medical Center, 3Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, 
4University of Texas Houston McGovern Medical School, 5University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

 
Background and aims: 
Acute kidney injury (AKI) and fluid overload are common comorbidities associated with increased morbidity and 
mortality in children supported with extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO). Understanding the optimal time to 
initiate RRT in neonatal and pediatric ECMO patients may influence their survival. The study aims to characterize RRT 
practices, timing of RRT initiation, and outcomes during ECMO support in children. 
 
Methods: 
Observational retrospective cohort study of children from birth to 18 years of age from the ELSO Registry Database 
who received ECMO support from January 1, 2016, to December 31, 2020. Primary outcome was mortality in a time-to-
event analysis assessed at ECMO decannulation and hospital discharge. Multivariable Cox proportional-hazards model 
adjusting for a propensity score based on pre-ECMO factors was used to determine if the timing of RRT initiation was 
associated with improved survival. 
 
Results: 
Data for 14318 patients undergoing their first ECMO run were included in the study. Median age and weight were 71 
days old (IQR, 3-983) and 4.3 kilograms (IQR, 3.2-13.6), respectively. Survival to ECMO decannulation and hospital 
discharge accounted for 82.5% and 60.4% of patients, respectively. Before ECMO initiation, AKI and chronic kidney 
disease occurred in 10.8% and 0.7% of the cohort, with RRT being initiated in 3.2% of patients. During ECMO support, 
26.1% of patients received RRT, with a median time from ECMO cannulation to RRT initiation of 19 hours (IQR, 4-
55). Multivariable logistic regression demonstrated that the need for RRT before ECMO cannulation and during ECMO 
support were independent predictors for mortality to ECMO decannulation and hospital discharge. In patients supported 
with RRT during ECMO, survivors to ECMO decannulation and hospital discharge were started on RRT significantly 
earlier (p 0.001 and p <0.001, respectively) compared to non-survivors. Patients initiated on RRT between 24-72 hours 
after cannulation were more likely to survive to decannulation and showed a trend towards survival to hospital 
discharge. 
 
Conclusions: 
The need for RRT before cannulation and during ECMO were independent factors for mortality to decannulation and 
hospital discharge. Initiation of RRT 24-72 hours after ECMO cannulation seems to provide a survival advantage 
compared to initiation <24 hours and >72 hours. Prospective studies on RRT initiation may improve outcomes in the 
pediatric ECMO population. 

Figure on following page 
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Monte Carlo Simulations (MCS) of Various Cefepime Dosing Strategies in Adolescents Receiving CRRT Support 
Continuous Infusions for Pharmacodynamic Target Attainment 

Horace R Hambrick1, Nieko Punt2, Tomoyuki Mizuno3, Stuart L Goldstein1, Sonya Tang Girdwood3 

1Center for Acute Care Nephrology, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH, USA, 2Medimatics, 
Maastricht, Netherlands, 3Division of Translational and Clinical Pharmacology, Cincinnati Children's Hospital 
Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH, USA 

 
Background: Adolescents receiving CRRT are a vulnerable population with high morbidity and mortality. Sepsis is a 
leading cause of acute kidney injury requiring CRRT; CRRT can alter drug pharmacokinetics (PK). Cefepime (FEP) is 
commonly used for sepsis and is cleared by CRRT, yet data regarding FEP PK and pharmacodynamic (PD) target 
attainment in adolescents receiving CRRT are scarce. 
 
Materials: Using the precision dosing software MwPharm++ (Mediware, Czech Republic), we created a model “object” 
to account for elements of the CRRT prescription, including filter size, blood flow rate, dialysis/replacement fluid flow 
rates, drug sieving coefficient (expected dialysis membrane permeability, proportional to protein binding), and treatment 
duration. The object was based on a four-compartment PK model (central, peripheral, filter, cartridge) of meropenem in 
pediatric CRRT. This object was inserted into an existing pediatric FEP PK model and used for Monte Carlo 
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simulations (MCS). 1000-fold MCS were performed using six dosing strategies (Fig 1) in adolescents aged 12-25 years 
and ≥50 kg with negligible residual kidney function across two different CRRT prescriptions (standard-dose with total 
effluent flow [Qef] 2500 mL/hr/1.73 m^2 and high-dose with Qef 8000 mL/hr/1.73 m^2) and four fluid accumulation 
categories (0-30%). Since beta-lactam efficacy is based on the percentage of time that free drug concentration exceeds 
bacterial minimum inhibitory concentration (%fT>MIC), probability of target attainment (PTA) was assessed based on 
percentage of patients who achieved 100% fT>1xMIC and 4xMIC using an MIC of 8 mg/L for Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa. 
 
Results: Results are summarized in Figure 1. Continuous infusions (CI) of 6g or 4g FEP or 2g over 4h every 8 hours 
allowed for >90% PTA for 100%fT>1x MIC in all cases. For, 100%fT>4x MIC, >90% PTA was only achieved by 6g 
CI for standard-dose dialysis and ≤20% fluid accumulation. Decreased PTA was seen with less frequent dosing, shorter 
infusions, and higher-dose CRRT. 
 
Conclusions: A newly created CRRT-object was successfully inserted into an existing FEP PK model for investigating 
different FEP dosing strategies for adolescent patients on CRRT. The results suggest that when targeting 100% 
fT>4xMIC or using higher-dose CRRT, CI would allow for higher PTA than intermittent dosing. 
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Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy and Mortality in Critically Ill Obese Adults 

Bradley J Peters1, Erin F Barreto1, Kristin C Cole1, Kianoush B Kashani1 

1Mayo Clinic Rochester 
 
Purpose: The outcomes of critically ill adults with obesity on continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) are poorly 
characterized. The impact of CRRT dose on these outcomes is uncertain. This study aimed to determine if obesity 
conferred a survival advantage for critically ill adults with acute kidney injury (AKI) on CRRT. Secondarily, we 
evaluated whether the dose of CRRT predicted mortality in this population. 
 
Methods: A retrospective, observational cohort study performed at an academic medical center in Minnesota. The study 
population included critically ill adults with AKI managed with CRRT. The primary outcome of 30-day mortality was 
compared between obese [body mass index (BMI) ≥30 kg/m2] and non-obese (BMI <30 kg/m2) patients. Multivariable 
regression assessed was used to assess CRRT dose as a predictor of outcomes. An analysis included dose indexed 
according to actual body weight (ABW), adjusted body weight (AdjBW), or ideal body weight (IBW). 
 
Summary of Results: Among 1,033 included patients, the median (IQR) BMI was 26 (23,28) kg/m2 in the non-obese 
group and 36 (32,41) kg/m2 in the obese group. Mortality was similar between groups at 30 days (54% vs. 48%; P = 
0.06) but lower in the obese group at 90 days (62% vs. 55%; P = 0.02). CRRT dose predicted an increase in mortality 
when indexed according to ABW or AdjBW (HR 1.2-1.16) but not IBW (HR 1.04). 
 
Conclusions: In critically ill adults with AKI requiring CRRT, short-term mortality appeared lower in obese patients 
compared to non-obese patients. Among weight calculations, IBW appears to be preferred to promote safe CRRT 
dosing in obese patients. 
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CKRT Pediatric Mobility Pathway: a Pilot Study 

Deana Rosaia1, Allison Freccero 1, Cynthia Wong1, Eunice Koh 1, Chelsea Noone 1, Mayna Woo 1 

1Stanford Medicine Children's Health 
 
Purpose 
Data on safety and feasibility of mobilizing pediatric patients on continuous kidney replacement therapy (CKRT) is 
limited. In alignment with the literature to support early mobility, the authors set out to confirm standard of care and 
establish a novel pediatric early mobility tool to address specific needs and considerations for patients on CKRT. 
 
Methods 
A national survey was distributed to hospitals to confirm the standard of care of mobility for pediatric patients on 
CKRT. Institutions were surveyed on mobility practices while patients were on circuit. Following the surveys, the 
CKRT Mobility Pathway was developed and adopted for use at our institution. An interdisciplinary team of authors, 
including intensive care and nephrology medical team providers, physical and occupational therapy clinicians, and 
nursing, defined clinical criteria within each mobility stage. The tool outlines exclusion criteria, assesses patient 
participation, daily clinical status, and maximizes medical line safety to promote the highest level of mobility. The 
pathway was then piloted. Retrospective data were collected and analyzed. 
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Results 
A total of 25 survey responses were collected. Eighty-five percent of survey respondents reported they defer edge of bed 
or out of bed mobility for pediatric patients on CKRT as standard of care. Eighty percent of respondents reported they 
did not have an adopted tool to guide or assess risks for mobilizing their patients on CKRT. A total of 5 patients were 
included in the pilot study. The average age for included participants was 12 years. Twenty percent of included 
participants mobilized to the edge of bed and forty percent transferred out of bed while on circuit. There were no 
adverse events. 
 
Conclusion 
Mobility practices are limited and inconsistent for pediatric patients nationwide while receiving CKRT, and to our 
knowledge there is no mobility tool designed specifically for this population. Mobilization of pediatric patients is 
feasible and can be safe when risk factors are assessed. The novel CKRT Mobility Pathway can be used to guide 
mobility with consideration of nuanced medical and CKRT circuit management, and may support standardization of 
mobility practices across the interdisciplinary ICU team. This pathway has the potential to standardize language and 
mobility expectations, and promote earlier and safe mobility events for this patient population. The results from this 
small pilot study can guide future larger studies. 
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Characteristics and Outcomes of Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy in Pediatric Sepsis: Report from the 
Worldwide Exploration of Renal Replacement Outcomes Collaborative in Kidney Disease (WE-ROCK) 

Natalja L Stanski1, Denise Hasson2, Erin K Stenson3, Katja M Gist1, JangDong Seo1, Nicholas J Ollberding1, Dana Y 
Fuhrman4 

1Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, 2Hassenfeld Children's Hospital at NYU Langone, 3Children's Hospital 
Colorado, 4UPMC Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh 

 
Purpose: Sepsis is common in the pediatric intensive care unit and often complicated by acute kidney injury (AKI). As 
there are no therapies for septic AKI, continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) is often needed. Limited data exist 
regarding characteristics and outcomes of children with sepsis requiring CRRT. We aimed to describe these elements in 
children with sepsis compared to those without, and identify factors associated with the development of Major Adverse 
Kidney Events at 90 days (MAKE-90). 
 
Methods: A secondary analysis of WE-ROCK, an international (9 countries), multicenter (34 centers), retrospective 
study of subjects aged 0-25 years treated with CRRT for AKI or fluid overload (FO) from 2015-2021. Patients had 
sepsis if they met ≥2 SIRS criteria and were treated for infection at CRRT start. Patients suffered MAKE-90 if they had 
any of the following at 90 days: mortality, persistent kidney dysfunction (>25% eGFR decline), or RRT dependence. 
We compared 1) patients with sepsis vs. those without and 2) those with sepsis who suffered MAKE-90 vs. those who 
did not. Logistic regression was used to estimate odds ratios and 95% CI for MAKE-90 in children with sepsis. 
 
Results: Among 1016 patients, 446 (44%) had sepsis at CRRT start and 650 (64%) suffered MAKE-90. At CRRT start, 
those with sepsis had higher severity of illness by PELOD-2 (7 [3-10] vs. 5 [2-7], p<0.001) and vasoactive-inotropic 
score (VIS) (10 [0-30] vs. 0 [0-13], p<0.001), and higher %FO (10% [4-21] vs. 6% [2-16], p<0.001). Children with 
sepsis were less likely to liberate from RRT by 28 days (30% vs. 38%, p<0.001), had longer duration of CRRT (7 days 
[5-15] vs. 5 [3-13], p=0.03), more MAKE-90 (70% vs. 61%, p=0.002) and higher mortality (47% vs. 31%, p<0.001); 
however, survivors were less likely to be RRT dependent at 90 days (10% vs. 18%, p=0.011). On univariable analysis, 
several factors were associated with MAKE-90 (Table 1). Only increasing age and duration of vasoactive support 
maintained associations with MAKE-90 on multivariable regression, while decreasing vasoactive support over the first 
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48 hours on CRRT was protective (Table 1). 
 
Conclusions: Septic children requiring CRRT have unique clinical characteristics and outcomes, including higher rates 
of MAKE-90 but lower 90-day RRT dependence, compared to those without sepsis. Both duration of and trend in 
vasoactive support early in CRRT course appear to be potentially modifiable risk factors for MAKE-90 in this 
population. 
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Renal Replacement Therapy With A Cytokine Absorption Filter (Oxiris®) In Patients With Septic Shock: A 
Case-Control Study Nested In A Cohort 

David Yepes-Gómez1, Sara Moreno-Bedoya1, Sofía Lohle-Rueda2, Maria Palacio-Muñoz1, Nicolás Gómez-Correa1, 
Andrea Sierra-Ramírez1, Maria Camila Salazar-Agudelo1, Isabel Saravia3, Esteban Villegas-Arbeláez1 

1Clínica CES, Medellín, Colombia, 2CES University, Medellín, Colombia, 3Baxter Colombia 

 
Sepsis-associated acute kidney injury has a multifactorial etiology. Among therapeutic tools, hemoadsorption 
techniques seek to modulate the inflammatory response. 
 
The development of the AN69 membrane allowed the creation of the oXiris hemofilter. The clinical evidence of the 
efficacy and safety of the oXiris filter is limited. 
 
The authors raised the need to determine the effect of the use of hemofiltration with a cytokine removal filter (oXiris) on 
the reduction in 28-day mortality of patients with SA-AKI, as well as on the support dose vasopressor, oxygenation 
parameters and inflammatory markers. 
 
Materials/methods: From Nov2020-May2023, a case-control study nested in a cohort was carried out in an ICU in 
Medellin, Col.Patients admitted to the ICU with diagnosis of septic shock of any origin according to Sepsis3, 
requirement for invasive ventilatory support and with AKI according to the KDIGO2012 classification and indication 
for RRT, were recruited. Follow-up was carried out from admission to discharge. Surviving patients were followed up 
after 28 days.Clinical Trials NCT04952714. 
 
Results: 93 patients were recruted: 31 received treatment with the oXiris filter and 62 with the standard filter (AN69ST). 
The median age was 62 years(IQR 70–48). 53% of the population were men. The mean BMI was 27.7±5. 
The main etiology was pulmonary origin(59.1%). Only 24% patients had SARS-COV2 infection. 
 
Duration of RRT was 5 days(IQR 9–3), without a significant difference between groups. The onset time from admission 
was 2 days(IQR 8–1). Circuit anticoagulation was mainly with Heparin(61.2%). 11.8% patients were treated with Oxiris 
and anticoagulation with Citrate. 
 
No adverse events related to the use of the Oxiris filter were reported. 
 
Overall hospital mortality was 63.4% (64.5%vs62.9% p0.88). No differences were found in 28-day 
mortality(64.5%).The median LOS was 19 days(IQR 27.5–9.5), with no differences between groups(p0.072). A 
reduction in ventilation days was found in the Oxiris group(10vs19 p0.032). A difference is reported in the behavior of 
the SOFA score(p0.03) up to 72 hours. 
 
Conclusions: CRRT with an oXiris filter reduces the levels of inflammatory cytokines in septic shock, translating into 
improvement in SOFA up to 72 hours. In our study, no differences were found in in-hospital or 28-day mortality 
probably due to the multicausal nature of mortality in the ICU. However, a significant difference was found in 
ventilation days in favor of the oXiris filter. 

Figure on following page 
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Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) and Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT): A 
Descriptive Review of Observations 

Santosh Subramanyam1, Hong Truong1, Christian Nguyen2, Nasrin Nikravangolsefid1, Aysun Tekin1, Supawadee 
Suppadungsuk1, Kianoush Kashani1 

1Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, 2Mayo Clinic, Scottsdale, AZ 
 
Introduction: Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT) is a slow dialysis process, especially for 
hemodynamically unstable patients. It is indicated for patients in the ICU to correct acid-base and/or electrolyte 
disturbances and to maintain the desired volume balance. There are various strategies employed in the United States 
about the modalities of CRRT, including those performing hemofiltration only (Continuous Veno-Venous 
Hemofiltration/CVVH), hemodialysis (Continuous Veno-Venous Hemodialysis only/ CVVHD) or a combination of 
both (Continuous Veno-Venous Hemodiafiltration/ CVVHDF). During the COVID-19 pandemic, we observed an 
uptake in the number of patients requiring Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) as salvage therapies for 
severe Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS) and patients with cardiac dysfunction with or without respiratory 
compromise. Often, these patients require ECMO and CRRT in various combinations to maximize the efficacy [1]. 
Here, we analyze the different combinations of ECMO and CRRT, demographic data, incidence of hemolysis, and 
mortality rates, and assess dialysis dependence after 120 days following hospital discharge.  
 
Methods: This is a retrospective study involving all patients with CRRT and ECMO from 2018-2022. All patients on 
ECMO were initially screened, with subsequent exclusion of patients not requiring CRRT while on ECMO. Baseline 
demographics, including gender, age, race, diagnosis requiring CRRT, ECMO, and whether patients were already on 
CRRT before ECMO initiation, chronic Hemodialysis (HD), were obtained.  
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Results: Electronic charts of 583 patients were analyzed. In this cohort, 79.9% were on Veno-Arterial ECMO (VA-
ECMO), and 20.1% were on Veno-Venous ECMO (VV-ECMO). Of the 583 patients, 574 (84.4%) were White, 2.96% 
Black, 2.26% Asian, 1.39% American Indian or Alaska Native, while 9% were from other or unknown races. At ICU 
discharge, 64.15% were alive. The dialysis dependence at 120 days post-hospital discharge was 9.1%.  
 
Conclusions: After analysis of patients on ECMO and CRRT, we found that most survivors were liberated from dialysis 
at the end of 120 days post-hospital discharge, while ICU mortality rates were 64%. This aligns with what was observed 
in other studies [1, 2]. The strength of this study is its larger sample size. The modifiable factors associated with kidney 
function recovery and ICU death are being evaluated. 
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Outcomes in Transplant Patients on ECMO±CRRT 

Christian Nguyen1, Leslie Thomas1, Nasrin Nikravangolsefid2, Santosh Subramanyam2, Aysun Tekin2, Supawadee 
Suppadungsuk2, Nan Zhang1, Kianoush Kashani2 

1Mayo Clinic Arizona, 2Mayo Clinic Rochester 

 
Introduction: Patients receiving Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) frequently require concurrent use of 
Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT) for management of Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) and its associated 
complications. Compared to ECMO alone, ECMO+CRRT associates with increased mortality. 
 
Objective: To determine how clinical outcomes differ between non-transplant and transplant patients treated with either 
ECMO alone or ECMO+CRRT. 
 
Methods: A single-center, retrospective study of adult patients admitted to the ICU at Mayo Clinic Rochester between 
January 2015 and March 2022. Patients treated with ECMO±CRRT during the study period were included. 
 
Results: ECMO±CRRT was utilized in 565 patients, including 21 patients with a history of solid organ transplantation. 
Non-transplant patients were older (≥65 yrs, 37.9% vs. 14.3%, p=0.036) and had less hypertension (49.1% vs. 81.0%, 
p=0.006), and diabetes mellitus (27.0% vs. 61.9%, p=0.002). Non-transplant and transplant patients received ECMO 
alone (75.0% vs 66.7%, p=0.442) and ECMO+CRRT (25.5% vs 33.3%, p=0.442) comparably. Non-transplant and 
transplant patients treated with ECMO alone had similar median ICU LOS (8.0 days vs. 8.2 days, p=0.895) and median 
hospital LOS (18.9 days vs. 23.9 days, p=0.308). Non-transplant and transplant patients treated with ECMO+CRRT had 
similar median ICU LOS (17.8 days vs. 25.7 days, p=0.250), but transplant patients had significantly longer median 
hospital LOS (34.9 days vs. 129.2 days, p=0.016). Between non transplant and transplant patients, no differences in ICU 
mortality (OR 0.56; 95% CI 0.2-1.6) and hospital mortality (OR 0.79; 95% CI 0.32-1.93) were seen. Compared to use of 
ECMO alone, the use of ECMO+CRRT associated with increased ICU mortality (OR 1.77; 95% CI, 1.2-2.6). 
 
Conclusion: Non-transplant and transplant patients receiving ECMO±CRRT had similar ICU and hospital mortality. 
Amongst patients treated with ECMO+CRRT, transplant patients incurred significantly longer hospital LOS. Future 
studies are needed to identify modifiable risk factors leading to longer hospital LOS among transplant patients who 
receive ECMO+CRRT. 
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Validation of a Prognostic Model for Adverse Events In Advanced Chronic Kidney disease in the Chinese 
Population 

xingchen yao1, chao yang1, jinwei wang1, chenglong li2, luxia zhang2 

1Beijing, Renal Division, Department of Medicine, Peking University First Hospital, Peking University Institute of 
Nephrology, China, 2Beijing, National Institute of Health Data Science at Peking University, China 

 
Background: Currently, the Grams model has been developed to estimate risks of adverse events among advanced 
chronic kidney disease （CKD） patients in Western populations. Its utility is noteworthy as it predicts multiple 
adverse events within a single model while taking competing risks into account. While no external validation has been 
conducted among Asian, especially Chinese population, restricting further practical application and clinical benefits 
evaluation. We aimed to validate the performance of Grams model for estimating risks of major adverse events among 
Chinese CKD population. 
 
Methods: The Grams model was validated in the Chinese Cohort Study of Chronic Kidney Disease (C-STRIDE) study, 
a multicenter prospective cohort study. Participants with eGFR<30ml/min/1.73m2 during baseline and follow-up were 
enrolled. The discrimination and calibration of the model were evaluated using the concordance index （C index）, the 
ratio of observed and expected outcomes （O/E ratio）, and the calibration curve. The clinical usefulness of the model 
was assessed through decision curve analysis. Intercept recalibration was used to update the model. 
 
Results: Among 1333 included participants (54(IQR-64） years（52.4%） male) （28.96%） developed KRT（
8.85%） developed CVD（6.60%） died during the follow-up period. The Grams model showed a moderate to good 
discrimination for three outcomes, with 2-year C index of 0.720,0.656, and 0.712, and 4-year C index of 0.686,0.658, 
and 0.684, respectively. According to the O/E ratios and calibration curves, the calibration for KRT was relatively 
accurate (2-year O/E ratio 0.855;4-year O/E ratio 0.764, but the model overestimated the predicted probability of CVD 
(2-year O/E ratio:0.662;4-year O/E ratio:0.575and death(2-year O/E ratio:0.184;4-year O/E ratio:0.281. Intercept 
recalibration led to closer alignment of observed and predicted risks. Decision curve analyses revealed the superior net 
benefit of the Grams model compared with currently recommended eGFR threshold. 
 
Conclusion: The Grams model exhibited moderate prediction performance in Chinese population. Despite its 
limitations, the model offered a superior net benefit over currently recommended decision strategy, suggesting its 
potential use in clinical decision-making processes. Further investigations are warranted to improve the performance of 
the Grams model in Chinese population. 
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The Impact of Continuous Kidney Replacement Therapy on In-Hospital Mortality Among Patients Receiving 
Extracorporeal Membrane Oxygenation 

Supawadee Suppadungsuk1, Hong Hieu Troung2, Aysun TekinNasrin1, Nasrin Nikravangolsefid1, Waryaam Signh1, Yue 
Dong1, Kianoush Kashani1 

1Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA, 2Ascension Saint Francis Hospital, Evanston, IL, USA 

Background: In critically ill patients, the concurrent treatment with continuous kidney replacement therapy (CKRT) 
alongside extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) has gradually increased. Integrating CKRT can benefit 
volume management and kidney function support in patients with acute kidney injury (AKI), but its effect on mortality 
is unclear and not well-defined. We aimed to evaluate the impact of CKRT on in-hospital mortality among patients 
receiving ECMO support. 
 
Methods: A Retrospective study was conducted among critically ill patients receiving ECMO with or without CKRT at 
Mayo Clinic from 2015 to 2021. The patients were stratified into three groups based on their treatment: 1) ECMO alone, 
2) ECMO with CKRT for volume management without AKI, and 3) combined ECMO and CKRT for AKI. Logistic 
regression was used to evaluate the independent association between CKRT with ECMO and in-hospital mortality. 
 
Result: Of 202 patients receiving ECMO, the mean age was 57±17 years, and 61% were male. The overall in-hospital 
mortality rate was 56%. In the ECMO alone group, ECMO with CKRT for those without and with AKI, the in-hospital 
mortality rate was 39%, 92%, and 65%, respectively. Following adjustments for potential confounders, patients 
receiving ECMO with CKRT for volume management associated with in-hospital mortality with adjusted OR of 10.84 
(95% CI 1.35-87.11). Patients ECMO with AKI associated with 20.4 (95% CI 2.40-148.69). 
 
Conclusion: Receiving CKRT is associated with increased in-hospital mortality in patients with ECMO treatment, likely 
due to the impact of volume overload and AKI. Further comprehensive studies are required to assess contributed factors 
to predict and mitigate risks for better patient outcomes. 
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Clinical factors associated with hospital mortality in critically ill adult COVID patients with AKI requiring 
CRRT 

Augusto Cama-Olivares1, Ashutosh Tamhane1, Victor Ortiz-Soriano2, Tomonori Takeuchi1, Patel Devansh1, Francesco 
Galasso3, Lili Chan4, Ashita J Tolwani1, Girish N Nadkarni4, Javier A Neyra1 
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USA, 2Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Nephrology, Bone and Mineral Metabolism; University of 
Kentucky, Lexington, KY, USA , 3Department of Anesthesia and Critical Care, Careggi University Hospital, Florence, 
Italy, 4Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Nephrology; Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, NY, USA 

 
Background: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a common complication of critically ill COVID patients which is associated 
with adverse outcomes. We examined clinical factors associated with hospital mortality in critically ill adult COVID 
patients with AKI who required continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT). 
 
Methods: We conducted a retrospective cohort study including data from two large academic medical centers: the 
University of Kentucky (UKY) and Mount Sinai (MS). Adult (age ≥18 years) patients with AKI requiring CRRT 
admitted from March 2020 to April 2021 were included in the study. Patients with end-stage kidney disease or renal 
transplantation were excluded. Multivariable Poisson regression analyses were used to identify clinical predictors of 
hospital mortality. Selected covariates were age, sex, race, mechanical ventilation use, days from intensive care unit 
(ICU) admission to CRRT initiation, and SOFA score at ICU admission or at CRRT initiation. Standardized mortality 
ratios were calculated for each site by dividing the number of observed deaths by the number of expected deaths. We 
used the mortality reported in the STOP COVID cohort for AKI patients requiring RRT to calculate the number of 
expected deaths. 
 
Results: A total of 178 patients were included. Patients were predominantly men (68.2%) and white (57.9%). Median 
hospital and ICU lengths of stay were 20 days and 14 days, respectively. Mechanical ventilation and extracorporeal 
membrane oxygenation were utilized in 97.2% and 17.4% of patients, respectively. Overall, 130 (73.0%) patients died 
in the hospital (mortality rate of 2.7 per 100 person-days). In multivariable analyses, SOFA score ≥12 at ICU admission 
(MRRadj = 1.88; 95% CI 1.17 – 3.01) was associated with increased risk of mortality while black race (MRRadj = 0.56; 
95% CI 0.31 – 1.01) was associated with a decreased risk of mortality. The standardized mortality ratios were 1.04 
(95% CI 0.82 – 1.31) and 1.15 (95% CI 0.89 – 1.48) at UKY and MS, respectively. 
 
Conclusions: More than two-thirds of critically ill adult COVID patients with AKI requiring CRRT died during 
hospitalization. SOFA score ≥12 at ICU admission was an independent predictor of hospital mortality, and black 
patients had lower risk of mortality. Further studies are needed to identify modifiable risk factors that can facilitate 
timely interventions in this susceptible population. 
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Hyperglycemia and Kidney Outcomes in Critically ill Children and Young Adults on Continuous Renal 
Replacement Therapy 

Michelle C Starr1, Shrea Goswami1, Danielle Soranno1, Petter Bjornstad2, Shina Menon3, Kat Gist4 

1Indiana University School of Medicine, 2University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, 3University of Washington 
School of Medicine and Seattle Children's Hospital, 4Cincinnati Children's Hospital 
 
Purpose: Hyperglycemia is common in critically ill children and young adults. Although studies investigating 
hyperglycemia in this group have shown neutral mortality outcomes, the data on the effects of hyperglycemia in young 
persons needing continuous renal replacement therapy, remain sparse. We sought to investigate the association of 
hyperglycemia on kidney and mortality outcomes in critically ill children treated with Continuous Renal Replacement 
Therapy (CRRT) using data from the WE-ROCK collaborative. 
 
Methods: We performed secondary analysis of the multi-center multi-national retrospective WE-ROCK study. Exposure 
variables included glucose control during the first 7 days on CRRT. We defined those with average serum glucose of 
>150mg/dL per Pediatric Organ Dysfunction Information Update Mandate criteria as hyperglycemic and those with 
average serum glucose <150mg/dL as euglycemic. Our primary outcome was MAKE-90 (90-day mortality, or persistent 
kidney dysfunction [eGFR>125% baseline or dialysis dependence]). 
 
Results: Of the 989 participants, 48% (477/989) were hyperglycemic during their first 7 days on CRRT. The groups 
were similarly matched with respect to severity of illness, only 3 participants had pre-existing diabetes mellitus. Insulin 
was used in 24% of participants in the hyperglycemic group and 6.8% in euglycemic group. The participants in the 
hyperglycemic group exhibited higher rates of death (44% vs. 32% p<0.001) and longer length of stay (46 vs 24 days 
p=0.018) compared to those in the euglycemic group (Table). Young persons with hyperglycemia demonstrated higher 
odds of MAKE-90 (OR 1.40, CI 1.02-1.8) however this association did not remain in multivariable modeling. 
 
Conclusion: Among children and young adults on CRRT for AKI or fluid overload, hyperglycemia is associated with 
increased mortality and worse kidney outcomes, however these associations were blunted by their critical illness. 
Intensive glucose controls may improve kidney outcomes, however further studies are required to further evaluate this 
risk and define the optimal glucose ranges to improve outcomes in this high-risk population. 
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Association of vasopressor use during renal replacement therapy (RRT) and survival 
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3Baxter Deutschland GmbH, Unterschleissheim, Germany, 4University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, USA 
 
Introduction 
Acute RRT modalities could contribute differentially to hemodynamic instability. Although vasopressors are used to 
treat hemodynamic instability, their impact on clinical outcomes after RRT initiation is unknown. 
Methods 
We analyzed adult critically ill patients with acute kidney injury requiring RRT in U.S. hospitals providing continuous 
RRT (CRRT) and intermittent hemodialysis (IHD) using the Premier PINC AI Healthcare Database; discharged from 
January 1, 2018 to June 30, 2021. Data on vasopressor and intravenous (IV) fluid use 3 days before and after RRT 
initiation were extracted. Cox regression was used to examine the effects of vasopressor and IV fluid use on hospital 
mortality by day 90, accounting for demographics, comorbidities, and ICU care processes. As the interaction between 
RRT modality and vasopressor use on mortality was significant, the final analysis was stratified by initial RRT 
modality. 
Results 
Of 20,996 patients analyzed, the mean age was 63 years, 38% were women, and 37% were treated with CRRT. 72% of 
patients received vasopressors (16% pre-RRT, 21% post-RRT, and 35% pre- and post-RRT). 77% of CRRT and 44% of 
IHD patients received vasopressors after RRT initiation (Fig 1). Lower 90-day survival was found in patients with 
vasopressor use post-RRT initiation (21%, 95% CI:19%-24%) compared to patients without (39%, 95% CI: 34%-45%; 
p<0.001; Fig 2). Stratifying by RRT modality and adjusting for age, sex, race, surgical admission, COVID-19, septic 
shock, ECMO, mechanical ventilation, and days in the ICU before RRT initiation, an independent association with 
hospital mortality was found with both modalities for the number of vasopressors used (CRRT, 1 pressor: HR 1.51, 95% 
CI: 1.37-1.66; 2 pressors: HR 1.96, 95%CI: 1.78-2.16; IHD, 1: HR 1.58, 95%CI: 1.47-1.69; 2+: HR 2.22, 95%CI: 2.04-
2.42), and average daily IV fluid use (CRRT, middle tertile: HR 1.11, 95% CI: 1.01-1.21; top tertile: HR 1.17, 
95%CI:1.08-1.28; IHD, middle tertile: HR 1.14, 95%CI: 1.07-1.23; top tertile: HR 1.12, 95%CI: 1.04-1.21). There was 
no interaction between vasopressor and IV fluid use on mortality. 
Conclusion 
Vasopressor use and higher average daily IV fluid use during the 3 days following RRT initiation were both 
independently associated with higher hospital mortality in patients initiated on CRRT or IHD, regardless of vasopressor 
use before RRT. The magnitude of risk was more significant in patients receiving multiple vasopressors post-RRT 
initiation. 
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Reintubation in Critically Ill Children and Young Adults on Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy 

Amy E Hanson1, JangDong Seo2, Christopher W Mastropietro1, Dana Fuhrman3, Shina Menon4, Katja Gist2, Michelle 
Starr1 

1Indiana University School of Medicine, 2Cincinnati Children's Hospital, 3 UPMC Childrens Hospital of Pittsburgh, 
4University of Washington School of Medicine 
 
PURPOSE: Fluid overload (FO) and acute kidney injury (AKI) are known contributors to longer duration of mechanical 
ventilation (MV), extubation failure (EF), and prolonged length of stay in critically ill adults and children. However, the 
relationship between FO and AKI necessitating treatment with continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) and MV 
and extubation outcomes are not well-described in the pediatric literature. We sought to describe rate of 
reintubation/extubation failure (EF) and to identify factors associated with reintubation/EF in this population. 
 
METHODS: A secondary analysis of WE-ROCK database of young persons (< 25 years) receiving CRRT for AKI or 
FO from 2015 to present. Our primary outcomes were 1) reintubation (any second intubation), and 2) EF (reintubation < 
72 hours after initial extubation). We compared those with reintubation/EF to those successfully extubated. 
 
RESULTS: Of 1,016 patients in the cohort, 876 required MV (86%). Excluded were 107 patients for missing data, so 
769 (88% of MV cohort) were included. Overall, 6.5% (50/769) of patients experienced reintubation and 2.7% (20/739 
with specific MV data) failed extubation (Table 1). Patients on CRRT at time of initial extubation were at significantly 
higher risk of reintubation and EF (p<0.001). Fluid overload was not found to be significantly associated with 
reintubation or EF. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: In a retrospective, multicenter, multinational study of children and young adults treated with CRRT 
for AKI or FO, those on CRRT at time of extubation were more likely to experience reintubation/EF, though FO was 
not significantly associated with either outcome. To our knowledge, this is the first study investigating MV and 
extubation outcomes in this patient population. 
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Sex Differences in Mortality Among Critically Ill Patients Receiving Continuous Kidney Replacement Therapy 
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Introduction 
In critically ill patients, disease severity and comorbidities are known factors affecting patient outcomes. However, the 
impact of biological sex on patient outcomes in critically ill patients requiring continuous kidney replacement therapy 
(CKRT) remains unknown. 
 
Methods 
This is a propensity score-matched retrospective study based on the patients who received CKRT from March 2013 to 
December 2022 at the 3rd affiliated hospital in South Korea. Adult patients received CKRT were included, and end-
stage kidney disease patients on maintenance dialysis were excluded. The outcome measurement was in-hospital 
mortality. 
 
Results 
Among the 3,556 adult patients received CKRT, 63.5% were male. The mean age was 65.2±14.2 years, and the 
proportion of hypertension and diabetes were 52.5% and 46.1%, respectively. Male patients were younger by 2.6 years 
and had slightly higher SOFA scores than females. Trauma, surgery, and ventilator requirement were more frequent in 
male patients. After a 1:1 propensity-score match (PSM), 145 patients from each group with no difference in age, 
comorbidity, and disease severity were retrieved for the analysis. In the PSM model, CKRT was applied median of 4(2-
7) days, with median CKRT doses of 31.3(29.2, 33.1). In median 19(7-35.5) days of hospital stay, 53.8% of the patient 
died, and there was no difference on in-hospital mortality between male (57.9%) and female (49.7%, p=0.159) patients. 
Kaplan-Meier survival analysis showed the same trend (Log rank=0.747)(Fig. 1). In the cox proportional hazard model, 
only old age (HR 1.013(1.001-1.023)) and higher SOFA score (HR 1.098(1.050-1.149)) was associated with increased 
risk of in-hospital mortality. 
 
Conclusion 
In critically ill patients required CKRT, biologic sex made no difference for in-hospital mortality. Kidney outcome and 
long term patient outcome needs to be further evaluated. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
Continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) is commonly utilized in the intensive care unit for management of 
kidney dysfunction. Few studies have investigated the underlying fluid dynamics of these circuits leading to a critical 
gap in our understanding of safe and effective dialysis treatments. This gap has also stunted our growth in advancing 
extracorporeal devices for the pediatric population. Thus, we sought to describe the fluid dynamics in a cohort of 
pediatric patients. 
 
METHODS 
 
This retrospective review included 22 children, aged 0-26 years, previously admitted to the University of Iowa Stead 
Family Children’s Hospital Neonatal or Pediatric Intensive Care Unit for CRRT (filter sizes HF20, M60, and HF1000, 
IRB 202212339). Patient body surface area (BSA) at CRRT start and average blood flow between 24-48 hours post-
CRRT start were collected. Similar data was collected for pressure drop and access, filter, effluent, return, and 
transmembrane pressures. Linear regression models were used to investigate associations between blood flow, BSA, 
and CRRT pressures. 
 
RESULTS 
 
A significant correlation was found between patient BSA and blood flow (p < 0.001). A positive correlation was found 
between BSA and transmembrane pressure (p = 0.005). A positive correlation was also found between blood flow and 
pressure drop and filter pressure (p = 0.033 and p = 0.014, respectively. Furthermore, this positive correlation between 
blood flow and filter pressure were only significant for the HF20 filter (p < 0.001). 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
These data suggest patient blood flow drives CRRT pod pressures and has created a standardized approach for choosing 
CRRT circuits by BSA and blood flow. These data may also point to important characteristics for pediatric 
extracorporeal device developers to consider when designing pediatric specific devices in the future. 

Figure on following page 
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The Impact of Hypermagnesemia on Clinical Outcomes in Patients Receiving Continuous Kidney Replacement 
Therapy 
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Introduction: 
Preliminary studies have reported that an increase in magnesium levels may improve renal recovery in specific types of 
acute kidney injury (AKI) patients. However, it remains uncertain whether hypermagnesemia improves outcomes in all 
AKI patients, and the impact of hypermagnesemia during continuous kidney replacement therapy (CKRT) on the 
prognosis of CKRT patients remains unclear. Therefore, the objective of this study was to investigate the relationship 
between serum magnesium levels and clinical outcomes in CKRT patients. 
Method: 
We conducted a retrospective analysis of data from 2,625 all-cause AKI patients who underwent continuous kidney 
replacement therapy (CKRT) recorded in the Chang Gung Research Database, a multicenter medical repository, 
spanning from January 1, 2001, to December 31, 2019. Patients were stratified into two groups based on their serum 
magnesium levels at the initiation of CKRT: normal (1.3-2.0 meq/L) and high (≥2.0 meq/L). In-hospital mortality, 90-
day renal recovery, one-year ventricular arrhythmia, and one-year all-cause mortality were compared between the two 
groups using inverse probability of treatment weighting. Weights were estimated through generalized boosted models 
adjusted for potential confounders. 
Results: 
Among the 2,625 patients, 1,194 (36.4%) had elevated serum magnesium levels at the commencement of CKRT. The 
high magnesium group exhibited a higher in-hospital mortality rate than the normal magnesium group (76.2% vs. 
72.7%, p=0.028). After adjustment, high magnesium was independently associated with an increased risk of in-hospital 
death (odds ratio [OR] 1.20, 95% confidence interval [CI] 1.06-1.37). Moreover, the high magnesium group showed 
higher one-year all-cause mortality (OR 1.14, 95% CI 1.07-1.21) and an elevated risk of one-year ventricular arrhythmia 
(OR 4.77, 95% CI 1.59 - 14.29). Patients with hypermagnesemia exhibited 90-day renal recovery rate similar to that of 
individuals with normal magnesium levels. 
Conclusion: 
Our study provides evidence that hypermagnesemia is linked to worse clinical outcomes in patients undergoing CKRT. 
Furthermore, hypermagnesemia did not associated with improved renal recovery in CKRT patients. Close monitoring 
and correction of serum magnesium levels are recommended in this population to enhance overall outcomes. 

  Before GBM-IPTW Before GBM-IPTW After GBM-IPTW After GBM-IPTW After GBM-IPTW  

 Total (n = 2,625) Mg >2.0 (n = 1,194) Mg 1.3-2.0 (n = 1,431) Mg >2.0 (n = 2415.1) Mg 1.3-2.0 (n = 2453.6) Odds ratio of Mg > 2.0 P value 

In-hospital death 1956 (74.5) 916 (76.7) 1040 (72.7) 76.2 72.7 1.20 (1.06, 1.37) 0.005 

90-day renal non-recovery 1638 (62.4) 736 (61.6) 902 (63.0) 63.1 62.8 1.01 (0.90-1.14) 0.845 

1-year all-cause death 2023 (77.1) 942 (78.9) 1081 (75.5) 78.4 75.6 1.14 (1.07-1.21) <0.001 

1-year ventricular arrythmia 7 (0.3) 5 (0.4) 2 (0.1) 0.8 0.2 4.77 (1.59-14.29) 0.005 

 
 

 

 

124



 
 

AKI & CRRT 2024 ABSTRACTS 

104 

Regional citrate anticoagulation in membrane therapeutic plasma exchange: a retrospective study 

Damin Xu1, Zhenyu Wang1, Yi Wei1, Chongyan Yu1, Qizhuang Jin1 

1Renal Division, Peking University First Hospital 

 
PURPOSE: Heparin or low molecular weight heparin (LMWH) is the most common anticoagulant in membrane 
therapeutic plasma exchange (mTPE). For patients with bleeding risk, no anticoagulation strategy is usually chosen, 
which would result in a shorter filter lifespan. Regional citrate anticoagulation (RCA) has a satisfying anticoagulation 
efficacy and does not increase bleeding risk. However, RCA use is limited in mTPE even in patients with bleeding risk 
due to the lack of evidence. Thus, we aimed to investigate the efficacy of RCA in a retrospective observational study. 
 
METHODS: Patients undergone mTPE at Peking University First Hospital in 2021 were involved in the study. mTPE 
sessions are divided into LMWH group, RCA group and no anticoagulation (NA) group. Endpoints were defined as 
therapy interruption due to clotting and clot in vein ampulla. Comparisons among 3 groups were performed using 
Kruskal-Wallis H test for continuous data and Chi-square test for categorical data. The efficacy of the 3 anticoagulation 
strategies was assessed by binary logistic regression analysis. 
 
RESULTS: A total of 132 patients with 508 mTPE sessions were involved in the analysis. 328 sessions were divided 
into LMWH group, 40 sessions into RCA group and 40 sessions into NA group. NA group has longer PT, lower platelet 
counts than the other 2 groups (PT: 14.03±1.31s in NA, 11.06±1.29s in LMWH, 11.04±1.10s in RCA group, p＜0.001
；platelet counts: 87.45±101.89 ×109/l in NA, 198.88±79.11×109/l in LMWH, 179.15±101.62 ×109/l in RCA group, p
＜0.001), APTT was not statistically different among the 3 groups. However, NA group has the highest rate of therapy 
interruption (10.0% in NA, 4.8% in LMWH, 2.1% in RCA group, p＜0.001) and clot in vein ampulla(12.5% in 
NA,5.2% in LMWH, 4.3% in RCA group, p＜0.001). 
On adjustment by PT, APTT, platelet level, compared with LMWH coagulation, NA showed a 3.3-fold risk of therapy 
interruption due to clotting (95%CI:0.74-14.90), while RCA showed a 0.51-fold risk of therapy interruption 
(95%CI:0.14-1.80), but the differences did not reach statistical significance. Similarly, compared with LMWH 
coagulation, NA showed a much higher risk of clot in vein ampulla (OR:11.6, 95%CI:2.68-50.3), while RCA showed a 
similar risk of clot in vein ampulla (OR: 1.07, 95%CI:0.30-3.76). 
 
CONCLUSION: RCA is as effective as LMWH anticoagulation and better than NA in mTPE. In patients with increased 
bleeding risk, RCA should be adopted in mTPE rather than NA. 
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DICAM Is A Prognostic Indicator For Mortality In Critically Ill Patients With Acute Kidney Injury Requiring 
Continuous Kidney Replacement Therapy: A Multicenter Cohort Study 

Yoon Ju Kim1, JeongHoon Lim1, HeeYeon Jung1, JangHee Cho1, SunHee Park1, ChanDuck Kim1, YongLim Kim1, 
YouHyun Jeon1, JiEun Yoo1, MinGyu Kim1 

1Kyungpook national university hospital 
 
Introduction: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a common complication in critically ill patients, and its association with 
increased mortality underscores the need for reliable prognostic markers. This study investigated the potential of dual 
immunoglobulin domain-containing cell adhesion molecule (DICAM), an inflammation-associated transmembrane 
protein, as a mortality prediction indicator in critically ill AKI patients requiring continuous kidney replacement therapy 
(CKRT). 
 
Methods: A prospective multicenter cohort study was conducted involving critically ill patients with AKI who required 
CKRT. Blood samples were collected prior to CKRT initiation on the day of CKRT and were available for 112 patients. 
The primary outcome was in-hospital mortality and the association was analyzed using Cox regression analysis, 
applying DICAM as both a dichotomous and continuous variable. 
 
Results: The mean age was 65.7 ± 14.8 years and 88 patients (76.5%) were male. The median DICAM level was 13.8 
ng/dL (the median level was 7.5 ng/dL in healthy control). The high DICAM group showed significantly higher in-
hospital mortality compared to the low DICAM group (adjusted hazard ratio [aHR], 2.05, 95% confidence interval [CI], 
1.11–3.76, P = 0.021). In addition, DICAM, analyzed as a continuous variable, demonstrated a significant association 
with a mortality rate (aHR, 1.02, 95% CI, 1.01–1.03, P = 0.001). The predictive power (area under the curve value) of 
DICAM for mortality was higher compared to other classical prognostic markers such as APACHE II and SOFA scores, 
albumin, NGAL, and GDF-15 (Figure 1). DICAM had a positive correlation with SOFA score, NGAL, GDF-15, and 
lactate levels. 
 
Conclusion: Elevated DICAM levels are independently correlated with an increased risk of in-hospital mortality among 
critically ill patients with AKI requiring CKRT. DICAM may be a valuable prognostic marker in this population. 
Further research is required to unravel the underlying mechanisms and validate these findings. 

 

126



 
 

AKI & CRRT 2024 ABSTRACTS 

106 

Correlation Between Ionized and Total Magnesium in Children on Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy 

Shruthi Mohan1, Denise C Hasson2, James E Rose1, Stuart L Goldstein1, Charles D Varnell Jr.1, Stefanie W Benoit1 
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Background: Abnormal magnesium levels are associated with poor outcomes, including 28-day mortality, in critically 
ill children. Regional citrate anticoagulation (RCA) during continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) may cause 
magnesium (Mg) depletion by chelating ionized Mg (iMg), potentially leading to negative Mg balance. However, data 
regarding iMg in critically ill children undergoing CRRT are lacking, and existing data regarding concordance between 
iMg and total Mg (tMg) levels are conflicting. Our objective was to assess associations between iMg and both tMg and 
iCa in critically ill children during CRRT with RCA. We hypothesize that iMg will not correlate with tMg but will with iCa. 
 
Methods: Over the course of a year, we prospectively collected blood samples to measure iMg immediately before, 1-2, 
and 18-24 hours after CRRT initiation. We compared them to tMg and iCa concentrations obtained for clinical 
purposes. We categorized iMg, tMg, and iCa based on normal reference ranges of 0.44-0.65, 0.66-1.07 and 1.0-1.3 
mmol/L, respectively. Linear mixed effect modeling was used to assess iMg trends after CRRT initiation. Fisher’s exact 
test and Cohen’s Kappa statistics assessed category agreement. Pearson’s correlation coefficients and linear regression 
measured correlations. 
 
Results: 17 patients contributed 48 iMg, 37 tMg, and 49 iCa samples, respectively. 12% (N=2/17) of patients had low 
iMg at CRRT start, which increased to 35% (N=6/17) at 1-2 hours, and 70% (N=12/17) at 18-24 hours. A progressive 
decrease in iMg was observed over time (Coefficient = - 0.005, p < 0.001). iMg and tMg concentrations showed 
moderate correlation (r = 0.71, p <0.0001) and demonstrated category agreement (p = 0.019). Contrarily, iMg and iCa 
concentrations were not associated (r = 0.15, p = 0.28), nor showed category agreement (p = 0.069). Within 24 hours of 
CRRT onset, 4/17 patients received supplemental Mg added in their parenteral nutrition compared to baseline; one 
patient received a Mg bolus. 
 
Conclusion: We showed a moderate correlation between iMg and tMg (but not with iCa) in critically ill children 
receiving CRRT with RCA. The increased prevalence of ionized hypomagnesemia within 24 hours of CRRT initiation 
highlights the need for vigilant magnesium monitoring. 
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Sodium Balance in Hyponatremic Patients Receiving Custom Dilution Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy 
Fluids 
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Rapid or over correction of serum sodium in an intensive care unit patient can lead to devastating patient outcomes, 
such as osmotic demyelination syndrome (ODS). ODS is characterized by mental status changes, paralysis and 
respiratory failure. Risk factors for ODS include chronic hyponatremia, over or rapid correction of serum sodium, 
preexisting alcohol use, malnutrition and presence of liver disease. Hyponatremic patients requiring continuous renal 
replacement therapy (CRRT) are high risk of rapid sodium correction due to the standard 140mEq/L sodium chloride 
concentration in the fluids. Our institution instituted a collaborative protocol between nephrology and pharmacy to 
create custom CRRT dilution solutions for patients at risk of ODS. Patients with a serum sodium <120mEq/L are 
eligible for the protocol. The CRRT bags are diluted with sterile water according to the calculation of the patient’s 
desired sodium change in 24 hours (6-8mEq/L/day). 
 
This is a retrospective cohort study evaluating the effectiveness of the hyponatremia protocol on serum sodium changes 
in the first 24h and 48h of CRRT therapy. Adult patients (18+) admitted to an ICU at the University of Kentucky from 
2021 to 2023 were identified by having received the protocol orders, with a nadir serum sodium of <120mEq/L. 
Comparator patients were identified throughout the same timeframe with a nadir serum sodium <120mEq/L, who did 
not receive the custom dilution fluids for CRRT. The primary study outcome is the change in serum sodium from 
baseline to the 24h change, and proportion of patients achieving the goal sodium. 
 
A total of 18 patients were found eligible for this evaluation: nine patients received the protocol, and nine did not. The 
baseline serum sodium was not different between the two cohorts: protocol 117mEq/L (114-118) vs non-protocol 
117mEq/L (114-118), p=0.94. The serum sodium at 24h was significantly lower in the protocol group: 122mEq/L (121-
125) vs 130mEq/L (128-132), p= 0.046 and lower at 48h: 123mEq/L (121-131) vs 135mEq/L (129- 138), p=0.05. All 
nine protocol patients (100%) met the 24h sodium goal whilst using the protocol, vs (66%) met the goal without the 
protocol, p= 0.05. 
 
In this small cohort study, patients were more likely to have a slower sodium correction, and more likely to meet their 
sodium goals with custom dilution CRRT fluids, versus standard CRRT fluids. Further validation should be done with a 
larger cohort. 
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A Miniaturized Version of the Manual Single Lumen Alternating Micro-Batch (mSLAMB) Dialysis Device for 
Neonates 

Giovanni Ceschia1, Cara Slagle1, Jolyn Morgan1, Amanda Snyder1, James Rose1, Ed Plute2, Apaara K Chawla3, Rebecca 
Coriolan4, Stuart L Goldstein1, Denise C Hasson4 

1Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH, 2Stavro Medical Inc, San Diego, CA, 3George 
Washington University, Washington, DC, 4New York University Langone Health, New York, NY 
 
Background: Acute kidney injury is common in critically ill neonates, especially low-weight newborns. In severe cases, 
renal replacement therapy (RRT) may be warranted, which presents considerable challenges. In the US, available RRT 
devices are cleared to a lower weight limit of 2.5 kg and require a double lumen or two separate single lumen catheters. 
Further, neonates in low-income countries often only have peritoneal dialysis available. We developed a miniaturized 
manual Single Lumen Alternating Micro-Batch (mSLAMB) device to provide clearance and ultrafiltration (UF) via one 
single lumen access for smaller patients. We hypothesized that mSLAMB performs clearance and UF effectively. 
 
Methods: We approximated a 3 kg neonate blood volume (220mL) by diluting expired packed red blood cells with 0.9% 
NaCl to a hematocrit (Hct) of 35%; heparin and 1 g of urea (454 mg/dl) were added. We conducted 3 UF experiments 
(60 cycles each) and 12 clearance experiments (30 cycles each). A cycle consisted of aspirating 10 mL of blood from 
the bag, passing it through a hemofilter (Stavro XR11 (8mL) in UF, Polyflux 2H (17mL) filters in clearance studies) 
and returning it. For each UF cycle, 1 mL of ultrafiltrate was removed; Hct was measured after every 10 cycles. For 
clearance experiments, we tested 4 configurations in triplicate, with varied timing and volume of 0.9% NaCl used to 
refresh the dialysis compartment: 10mL every 5 cycles (1), every 2 cycles (2), every cycle (3), or with 20mL every 2 
cycles (4). To assess clearance, we measured blood urea nitrogen and potassium every 5 cycles. We compared the 
clearance of the configurations using Mann-Whitney test. Net UF was compared to Hct increase. 
 
Results: In the UF study, the initial median Hct was 34.1% (IQR 1.5). After 60 cycles, the median Hct increased to 
52.6% (IQR 1.3), which was higher than predicted (47%). In the 30 cycle clearance study, median urea reduction ratio 
(URR) and potassium reduction rate (KRR) was 31.0% (IQR 20.3) and 35.0% (IQR 14.7), respectively. Table 1 shows 
the median URR, KRR by configuration. Configurations 3 and 4 significantly outperform configurations 1 and 2. 
 
Conclusions: The mSLAMB performs in-vitro UF and clearance efficiently. We will assess causes for UF and predicted 
Hct discrepancy. mSLAMB provides a potential new option to support neonates with RRT, due to its minimal 
extracorporeal volume and sole single lumen access. 
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Purpose: Risk Differences in acute kidney injury (AKI) and outcomes stratified by sex are well described. Whether 
there are important sex-specific differences in the delivery of and outcomes after RRT, mediated by biological, social 
and/or cultural influences, remains uncertain. 
 
Methods: We performed a secondary analysis of the STARRT-AKI trial. We included patients analyzed in the modified 
intention-to-treat cohort. The main exposure was sex. The primary outcome was 90-day mortality. Secondary outcomes 
were 90-day RRT dependence and RRT-free days. We performed a sex-aggregated analysis to describe baseline 
characteristics, features of RRT, and outcomes. We used logistic regression and interaction testing to explore the effect 
of sex and RRT initiation strategy on outcomes. 
 
Results: We included 2927 patients, of which 32.0% were female (n=937). A total of 470 accelerated-strategy patients 
(32.1%) and 467 standard-strategy patients (31.9%) were female. At baseline, there were similar proportions of females 
and males with hypertension (54.0% vs 56.9%, p=0.15), diabetes mellitus (29.8% vs 31.1%, p=0.47) and chronic kidney 
disease (43.8% vs 42.5%, p=0.55). More females were admitted for medical indications (70.8% vs 65.3%, p=0.01), 
while more males had surgical admissions (27.3% vs 34.7%, p=0.01). SAPS II at enrollment was similar (median [IQR] 
57 [46-72] vs 58 [46-72], p=0.44). Fewer females were receiving mechanical ventilation (75.4% vs 81.6%, p<0.01) 
compared with males, while receipt of vasopressors was similar (64.1% vs 65.3%, p=0.56). Females and males were 
similarly likely to start RRT (77.9% [n=730] vs 78.7% [n=1566], p=0.93) and receive initial therapy with CRRT (69.6% 
vs 69.1%, p=0.93). Mortality at 90-days was 42.5% for females vs 44.4% for males (adj-OR 0.88; 95%CI 0.74-1.04, 
p=0.14). RRT dependence at 90-days was 8.6% for females vs 8.1% for males (adj-OR 1.14; 95%CI 0.76-1.69, p=0.53). 
There were no significant differences by sex in the composite of death or RRT dependence or RRT-free days at 90 days. 
There were no interactions with allocated RRT initiation strategy by sex on mortality or RRT dependence (p=0.18, 
p=0.31). 
 
Conclusion: In this secondary analysis of the STARRT-AKI trial, we found females were more often admitted for 
medical diagnoses and less likely to be receiving mechanical ventilation, however, there were no differences in the 
receipt of RRT, initial modality, outcomes, or effect modification by sex and RRT initiation strategy. 
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Early Goal-Directed Renal Replacement Therapy in Severe Pneumonia Associated Acute Kidney Injury 
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Introduction: Pneumonia is one of the crucial issues in the development of acute kidney injury (AKI), especially severe 
pneumonia. This study is to evaluate the efficacy of early goal-directed renal replacement therapy (GDRRT) for the 
treatment of severe pneumonia-associated AKI. 
 
Methods: In this real-world, retrospective cohort study, we recruited 180 patients with severe pneumonia, hospitalized 
in a third-class general hospital in East China between January 1st, 2017 to December 31st, 2021. Clinical data on 
baseline characteristics, biochemical indicators, and data on renal replacement therapy were collected. Patients were 
divided into Early and Late RRT groups mainly according to the fluid status, progression of inflammation and 
pulmonary radiology. We investigated the in-hospital all-cause mortality (the primary end point) and renal recovery (the 
secondary end point) between the two groups. 
 
Results: Among the 154 patients finally recruited, there were 70 patients in Early RRT group and 84 patients in late 
RRT group. There were no significant differences in demographic characteristics between the two groups. The duration 
of admission to RRT initiation was significantly shorter in Early RRT group [2.5（1.0, 8.75） vs. 5（1.5,13.5） d, 
P=0.027]. At RRT initiation, patients in Early RRT group displayed a lower percent fluid overload, lower doses of 
vasoactive agents, higher level of CRP and higher rate of radiographic progression than those in Late RRT group. The 
all-cause of in-hospital mortality was significantly lower in Early RRT group than in Late group (52.5% vs. 86.5%, p＜
0.001). Patients in Early RRT group displayed a significantly higher proportion of complete renal recovery at discharge 
((40.0% vs. 8.1%, P<0.001). 
 
Conclusion: This study clarified that early GDRRT for the treatment of severe pneumonia-associated AKI based on 
fluid status and inflammation progression, was associated with reduced hospital mortality and better recovery of renal 
function. Our preliminary study supposed that early initiation of RRT might be an effective approach to severe 
pneumonia-associated AKI. 

 Early RRT Group Late RRT Group 

Basic renal function CKD stage ≥3  

Fluid status 
SCr criteria for AKI 1–2 stage;  

UO ≤0.5 mL/kg/h ≥6 h; PFO>1%;  
Mild to moderate pulmonary edema 

Scr criteria for AKI 3 stage;  
UO ≤0.3 mL/kg/h ≥24 h or anuria ≥12h;  

Multiple cavity effusion; Congestive heart failure;  
Severe pulmonary edema or refractory hypoxemia 

Inflammation PCT ≥3 or CRP ≥90  

Radiology Radiographic progression within 72h after treatment  

Metabolism  Serum potassium ≥6.5 mmol/L or severe metallic acidosis, pH ≤7.2 

Hemodynamics  Persistent hypotension with high dose vasoactive drugs 
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Introduction: Disparities in critical care necessitate prioritized research to comprehend their extent and causes. This 
study aimed to establish a thought leader consensus for the future trajectory of critical care medicine (CCM) research, 
focusing on documenting, assessing, and understanding racial disparities. 
 
Methods: Utilizing a modified Delphi method, we sought consensus on addressing racial disparities in future CCM 
research through a preparation phase, pre-meeting survey, roundtable meeting, and post-meeting survey. Nine thought 
leaders on racial disparities in critical care or health disparities research in the roundtable. 
Prior to the meeting, participants were asked to complete a pre-meeting survey aligned with the four workshops topics 
titled: 1. Standardizing the Collection of Race, Ethnicity and Language Variables in Research, 2. Establishing Robust 
Researchers from Minoritized Backgrounds’ Recruitment, 3. The Role of Minority Serving Institutions in Research and 
4. Health Disparity Education and Community Engagement Majority agreement was defined as ≥ 50% agreement 
among the members. Consensus agreement was defined as ≥ 80% agreement. 
 
Results: The roundtable meeting exposed a significant lack of data on health disparities in Critical Care Medicine 
(CCM), emphasizing the urgent need for comprehensive research. Participants unanimously stressed the importance of 
larger data sources through robust recruitment of minority participants and consensus on standardizing race, ethnicity, 
and language data collection. The post-meeting survey highlighted a unanimous call for targeted studies on race and 
ethnicity categories, with 55.6% disagreement on the role of Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) in minority researcher 
recruitment. However, 66.7% supported conducting local recruitment efforts outside the IRB process, emphasizing 
engagement with minority communities. The survey underscored the regulatory role of IRBs and the importance of 
research foundations, funding, and mentorship in promoting diversity in research. 
 
Conclusions: Standardizing race, ethnicity, and language data collection is vital for understanding health disparities in 
CCM. Post-survey results reinforce this focus, highlighting the need for targeted investigations and nuanced approaches 
to IRBs in minority researcher recruitment. These insights underscore a commitment to methodological rigor and 
diversity in CCM research. 

Figure on following page 
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Pediatric Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy High Fidelity Simulation 

Sara B Hoatlin, BSN, RN1, Kathryn S Plomaritas, BSN, RN1, Kera Luckritz, DO, MPH1 

1C.S. Mott Children's Hospital, University of Michigan Health, Ann Arbor, MI, USA 

 
Purpose: Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT) is a high risk, low use therapy in many pediatric hospitals, 
and requires specialized knowledge and skills. Due to its complexity, high fidelity simulation offers a realistic and safe 
environment for nurses to develop and refine skills. We designed and implemented 3 scenarios for nurses performing 
CRRT to improve clinical skills and confidence. 
 
Methods: Three clinical scenarios were developed modeling real and hypothetical clinical situations. Scenarios 
highlighted core practices such as safety checks, anticoagulation, interdisciplinary communication, machine alarms, and 
clinical CRRT related emergencies. Learners were assigned roles (e.g., bedside nurse, super-user, charge nurse, 
observer) prior to the start of each scenario. After simulation, a debrief was conducted to review learner performance 
compared to the standard of care. Using a 5-point Likert Scale, nurses self-reported confidence level in 10 categories 
including overall care of the CRRT patient, adjusting flowrates, titrating regional anticoagulation, documentation, fluid 
balance, troubleshooting pressure alarms, troubleshooting weight/flow alarms, calling peers for assistance, calling the 
superuser for assistance, and calling the pediatric nephrologist for assistance. Surveys were completed anonymously 
before and after participation. The percentage of responses times the raw score (1=not comfortable through 5=Very 
comfortable) was calculated to determine an overall confidence percentage for each of the 10 categories. 
 
Summary of the Results: One hundred sixteen respondents participated in the pre-simulation survey and 117 in the post-
simulation survey. The largest improvement in raw self-reported confidence was in calling a superuser for assistance 
(75% vs 89%). Percentage increase in score was largest in troubleshooting pressure alarms (25%). Participants from the 
lower volume unit demonstrated the largest increase in scores while superusers demonstrated the smallest increase in 
raw scores. There was a slight decrease in confidence calling peers for assistance among bedside nurses but not the 
superusers. 
 
Conclusion: Nursing confidence levels related to the care of the pediatric CRRT patient improved after participating in 
high fidelity simulation. This effect was most prevalent among low- volume participants. Further areas of educational 
focus were able to be identified based on responses. 

 

 

 

 

 

134



 
 

AKI & CRRT 2024 ABSTRACTS 

113 
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Background: Renal replacement therapy (RRT) in critically ill children is an essential treatment for acute kidney injury 
(AKI), fluid overload and a few non-renal indications. Nurses performing RRT require specific training and expertise, 
as RRT is technically complex, and few machines are designed for neonatal or infant patients. Despite the intricacy of 
delivering pediatric RRT, no standards for nursing education exist; furthermore, there is significant heterogeneity of 
nursing structure by center. We sought to gather information regarding these variations via a national survey. 
 
Methods: A survey was sent to the top 50 pediatric nephrology programs from the US News & World Report 2023 
ranking and eight Canadian centers. Questions included programmatic volume, modalities, structure, and nursing 
education. We analyzed data focusing on RRT staff and education methods. 
 
Results: 53 centers completed the survey (Table 1). Over half of respondents in every volume group have an established 
acute care program (81% total). Almost half of all programs have a nursing director (41.5%), and 11.3% have an 
advanced practice provider. Over half (52.8%) of respondents have combined chronic and acute programs, and only 
22.6% of respondents report having nurses who only provide acute therapies. Most (58.5%) programs perform RRT in 
≥3 units, 64.2% use ≥3 machines in their institution and 86.8% of institutions use ≥2 anticoagulants. Up to seven 
different healthcare roles are utilized to set up and manage RRT, with 43.4% of institutions training ≥2 roles. In 96.2% 
of institutions, education is standardized, and 64.2% have minimum criteria to evaluate CRRT competencies for nurses, 
yet the methods of education vary widely. Additionally, 39.6% of institutions have a dedicated QI program, while more 
than half (56.3%) track RRT data. 
 
Conclusions: This Acute Care Nephrology survey provides data on RRT program structure, education, quality 
improvement, including census, machine type, and access data. The survey reveals significant practice variation across 
institutions, such as multiple machines, anticoagulation types and education content and methods. This increases the 
complexity of delivering this already involved therapy, highlighting the importance of education for healthcare 
professionals who care for these children. Collaboration across institutions can help identify standardized education for 
those providing RRT therapies to ensure safety and improve patient outcomes. 

Table on following page 
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